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Review of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 

Need for clearly defined relationship with 
other Tasmanian planning processes 

The Tasmanian National Parks Association (TNPA) welcomes the long-overdue review of 
this legislation. This submission does not attempt to address all of the issues raised in the 
consultation paper, only the one of particular concern to TNPA. 

A major role of the TNPA is to advocate for the long-term conservation of Tasmania’s 
national parks and reserves. This has included drawing attention to the need for an 
unambiguous statutory process for assessing the impacts of proposed developments on 
reserved land. This contributed to Minister Petrusma’s announcement (9 September 2021) 
that the government will mandate elements of the Parks and Wildlife Service’s Reserve 
Activity Assessment (RAA) process for major uses and developments. 

The recent hearings in the Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal regarding 
the proposed tourism development at Lake Malbena within the Walls of Jerusalem National 
Park have highlighted the uncertainty caused by the absence of a clearly defined 
relationship between all components of Tasmania’s planning system.  

This uncertainty extends to both statutory (e.g. Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 
and National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002) and non-statutory (e.g. RAA) 
processes.  It is hoped that the ongoing review of the RAA process will address the current 
concerns but it is imperative that the new Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act does not create 
additional uncertainty in regard to the process for assessing the impacts of proposed 
developments on reserved land on Aboriginal heritage; there needs to be a clear and 
unambiguous relationship between the new act and existing planning legislation including 
the forthcoming revised RAA process. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Nicholas Sawyer 

President, Tasmanian National Parks Association 
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