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Dear Sir or Madam,
Re: Amending the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995

Thank you for extending an invitation to the Tasmanian Minerals, Manufacturing and Energy Council (TMEC)
to provide feedback on amending the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995 (ALA).

TMEC’s membership base represents an important wealth creating sector within the Tasmanian economy.
The combined minerals and manufacturing sector employs 21,000 people and contributed $2.96B in exports
as of the 12 months to January 2023. Most of our members are based in regional areas of Tasmania and
therefore provide critical employment opportunities away from public funded employers. Minerals exports
alone account for 64.3% of Tasmania’s commercial exports and is the foundation stone of many regional
communities with 5,200 direct jobs.

TMEC acknowledges within the context by which land was taken from the original custodians of this land,
having a process to ensure land is handed back is one step of many in respecting the rights of the First
Nations people. Changes envisaged in the revised ALA include the potential return of significant parcels of
land. TMEC's comments to the Additional Consultation paper are noted below.

Section 1. No further comments to add.
Section 2. No further comments to add.

Section 3. Given the nature of mining, the transfer process should be cognisant of sub surface activities
which may be occurring or have the potential to occur and ensuring these can coexist with any transfer of
ownership.

Section 4. No further comment to add.

Section 5. The process to transfer land should be designed to ensure the existing and future land use
approvals processes can still function to the quality and timeliness no less than is the case today. The
Mineral Resources Development Act 1995 (MRDA) and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 (AHA) contain
proven processes and the introduction of amendments to the Aboriginal Lands Act (1995) should not be
done in isolation nor should there be a set of parallel and potentially duplicate processes for developers of



leases and licences to have to work through. The design of the amendment should ensure there is no further
reduction in the clarity of processes and accountabilities.

One option for land which has been transferred could be to adopt the existing process for approvals on
Private Land, rather than introduce an entirely new process. Carrying out some scenario testing with
developers on the draft legislation may reveal unintended consequences before the amendment comes into
use. Duplication and additional hurdles should be avoided at all costs.

TMEC continues to keep a watching brief on the definition and application of, “Intangible Heritage”, being
considered in the Aboriginal Heritage Act and how that may apply in this amendment, within the context of
other land users.

To ensure consistency, quality and timeliness of any proposed land use assessments resourcing the ALCT
accordingly will be of critical importance to the success of this amendment. Existing authorities still
experience situations where the lack of resources and / or specialist skills results in unacceptable delays in
assessment processes.

Section 6. No further comment to add.

TMEC foresees the interactions between the MRDA, ALA, AHA need to be carefully considered, and changes
to the ALA should not be made in isolation.

TMEC respects, understands, and supports the need for this amendment to proceed. While restoring the
opportunity for the palawa people to be able to restart the cultural practices which have been in place for
tens of thousands of years is critical, so is the economic and social reality of what the mining industry does
for communities, states and globally. Both objectives are important, and this amendment should have co-
existence at its core.

TMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on amending the Aboriginal Lands Action 1995 and
looks forward to continuing this engagement through any ongoing consultation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further clarification.

Yours sincerely,

Ray Mostogl
Chief Executive Officer
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