23 March 2023

Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPAC)
GPO Box 123,
Hobart TAS 7001

E-mail aboriginallandsact@dpac.tas.gov.au
E-mail www.dpac.tas.gov.au

RE: Further Submission to the Draft Review of the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to make further comment on the Aboriginal
Lands Act 1995 (the Act). | was one of 70 submitters who wrote to comment on the initial
draft review of the Act. The main point of my submission sought an amendment to Part 2
(s9} of the Act that would allow persons of Tasmanian Aboriginal descent across Australia to
have his or her name entered on the Roll to register with the Aboriginal Land Council of
Tasmania (ALCT) and to vote in ALCT elections. It is my hope the Tasmanian Government
will understand the cultural significance of ‘Connection to Country’ the amendment seeks.

On the subject of cultural significance, | would like to make a further comment on Part 1 (s3)
of the Act that relates to the ‘electoral areas’. The present electoral areas as set out under
the Act do not reflect traditional tribal lands and boundaries. To Tasmanian aboriginal
peoples these areas do not reflect country. This could have a negative affect on ones
cultural identity and may be cause for future argument.

o | would like to see the 5 electoral areas removed altogether and replaced with just 1
electoral area, Trouwunna/Lutruwita (Tasmania).

I would also like to see the necessary changes made to Part 1 (s3) of the Act that would give
recognition to country by the inclusion of traditional tribal boundaries within the 1 electoral
area. For first nations people there is a need for their past to be recognised. It would also
highlight the importance of a cultural element into the Act that | see as wanting in this

process.
Yours Sincerely,

Tai Hapimana
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elensvale, 4212, Gold Coast
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