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Dear Natural Heritage Office,

Please find attached a submission on the Reservation of Future Potential Production
Forest Land within the TWWHA. This submission has been written after consultation with
the members of the Tasmanian Wilderness Guides Association and represents a
statement on behalf of our association.

Thank you in advance for the consideration of our submission.

Kind Regards,

Ciara Smart

(President of the Tasmanian Wilderness Guides Association)

-- 

Tasmanian Wilderness Guides Association
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The Tasmanian Wilderness Guides Association (TWGA) is in full support of the proposal to reserve 


crown land under the Nature Protection Act (2002) that is currently classed as Future Potential 


Production Forest Land (FPPFL) or Permanent Timber Production Zone Land (PTPZL) that sits 


within the boundary of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA).  We note that 


this has been outlined as a priority within Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Management 


Plan (2016) and it will extend protection to approximately 25,00 hectares.  


Protecting and/or restoring the biodiversity that exists on the fringes of the TWWHA will be 


beneficial to upholding the values of the TWWHA itself.  Although obvious, it is important to 


remember human-drawn boundaries are irrelevant to our flora and fauna.  Thus, it is crucial to 


protect the genetic diversity of both plant and animal species by extending the stringent 


environmental protections of the TWWHA across its entirety.  The TWGA supports any move to 


uphold the values of the WWHA and extend the protection of the TWWHA to areas that are similar 


in its natural and cultural values, especially adjacent areas.   


In the case of the crown land proposed to be included in this rezoning, a rezoning of the land to 


World Heritage Area (instead of land reserved for the timber industry) will benefit human interest 


while simultaneously upholding environmental values. In the case of our industry as wilderness 


guides, a ‘recreational’ zoning for this land would allow more human activity to occur on the 


fringes of the TWWHA which would in turn create significant employment opportunity for nature-


based tourism operators. Rezoning this land would also assist with rehabilitation in the case of land 


that has been degraded by human activity.  


Commercial operations occurring within the TWWHA could operate in a more environmentally 


sympathetic and sustainable manner if they could base their infrastructure on the borders of the 


TWWHA, especially in land that is already degraded as a result of human activity. The rezoning 


should accommodate for a variety of uses through different levels of zoning.  The re-classification 


of this land should include both ‘Recreation’ and ‘Self-Reliant Recreation’ zones.  We would 


suggest that the most degraded, or accessible land should be classified as ‘Recreation’ to allow the 


construction of minor infrastructure while minimizing further degradation.  Areas with more intact 


biodiversity or that is harder to access should be classified as ‘Self-Reliant Recreation’ zones to 


preserve their existing integrity.   


 


However, any decision about the zoning of land as “self-reliant” or “recreation” should only occur 


after consultation with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community and once an onsite Aboriginal 


Heritage Assessment Report (including an Aboriginal cultural landscape assessment) has been 


prepared by an Aboriginal Heritage Officer and a heritage specialist or archaeologist. It is not 


enough to rely upon desktop reviews because, as was made clear in the Draft TWWHA Tourism 
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Master Plan (2020:73), much of the TWWHA has not been formally surveyed. Desktop reviews are 


also not enough to identify potential threats to a cultural landscape or to tangible and intangible 


values of the area in question. These are aspects that can only be identified through the preparation 


of an onsite Aboriginal Heritage Assessment Report. The Draft TWWHA Tourism Master Plan 


included guidance on what the assessment report should cover under Policy Guideline APG14 


(page 82). TWGA is supportive of this approach but believes the assessment should also include an 


analysis of whether the zoning will impact on the ability of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community to 


connect with/access their country and continue to practice their culture today. As the TWWHA 


Management Plan makes clear, the TWWHA is an Aboriginal cultural landscape and it is the 


Tasmanian Aboriginal community who should determine how their cultural heritage is interpreted 


and protected and by whom 


 


Finally, the TWGA would like to note that the recognition that this land currently reserved for 


forestry operations is worthy of full inclusion in the TWWHA prompts reflection about the 


continued logging of old-growth forests in Tasmania.  There are currently many other areas in 


Tasmania that meet the same, or even exceed the standards of biodiversity and cultural heritage as 


the areas proposed to be rezoned within the TWWHA.  Some of these areas are experiencing 


significant and devastating deforestation yet are excluded from any level of effective environmental 


protection.  


 


 
 


Thank you in advance for your consideration of our submission.  


Kind regards, 


Ciara Smart, 


representing members of the Tasmanian Wilderness Guides Association  


 


[The TWGA consists of a passionate group of professional outdoor guides who are the face of Tasmania's 


tourism industry and its wild places – outdoor reserves, World Heritage Areas, National Parks, waterways, 


rivers, mountains and beaches. The TWGA has come into existence to provide a combined voice for 


Tasmania's outdoor guiding community – to have a say in shaping a world class, unique and sustainable 


tourism industry in Tasmania – one which we can be proud of for generations to come.]  
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prepared by an Aboriginal Heritage Officer and a heritage specialist or archaeologist. It is not 
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