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The Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) encompasses 1,584,160 

hectares1 with a very complicated internal land tenure (see Table 1). This area includes 52 

separate reserves declared under the State Nature Conservation Act 2002. It also includes 

more than 35,000 hectares of land designated Future Potential Production Forest Land 

(FPPFL) and 942 hectares of Permanent Timber Production Zone Land (PTPZL) for which 

undertakings have been given that no further forestry or mineral extraction will be permitted. 

There is clearly scope for tenure rationalisation amongst all of these tenures, and some 

official statements or undertakings have been made regarding this. This report summarises 

the current situation and recommends an appropriate tenure for all currently-reserved land 

managed by the Parks and Wildlife Service in the TWWHA. 

FPPF lands are likely to revert to non-specific Crown Land with the passage of legislation 

passed by the House of Assembly but, at the time of writing, yet to be considered by the 

Legislative Council. A subsequent non-specified process to determine appropriate reserve 

tenure of these lands has been foreshadowed in the 2016 TWWHA Management Plan and 

hence the future tenure of such lands is not considered in this report. Depending on the 

outcome of the aforementioned process, further rationalisation of tenures within the TWWHA 

may be desirable in the future. 

Current land tenure in the TWWHA2 

The TWWHA has a variety of land tenures but primarily consists of reserve classifications 

proclaimed under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002 (NCA). These reserve 

classifications are national park, State reserve, historic site, nature recreation area, game 

reserve, conservation area and regional reserve. 

Some of these reserves are long-standing (e.g. Mt Field National Park, declared in 1916) 

while some were proclaimed in 2013, through the reservation processes that were provided 

by the Tasmanian Forest Agreement Act 2013 (TFA Act). The latter reserves cover, in total, 

more than 95,000 hectares. The TFA Act was repealed in 2014 through the enactment of the 

Forestry (Rebuilding the Forest Industry) Act 2014 but these reserves remain in place and 

run along the eastern margin of the TWWHA, from Recherche Bay to the southern Central 

Plateau east of Lake St Clair. Following proclamation of the Forest Management Act 2013, 

                                                             
1 Land areas used in this report are those quoted in the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
Management Plan 2016 (TWWHAMP). 
2 Much of this section has been derived from the TWWHAMP, p. 20-23. 
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areas previously designated as forest reserves throughout Tasmania were proclaimed as 

either conservation areas or regional reserves under the NCA. Within the TWWHA, these 

areas comprise approximately 14,000 hectares. 

A number of the TWWHA’s conservation areas include areas vested in Hydro Tasmania. 

These areas, while reserved under the NCA, are administered and managed by Hydro 

Tasmania in ways that are consistent with the NCA and NPRMA but allow activity associated 

with hydro-electricity generation. These areas have not been considered in this report. 

For all other areas reserved under the NCA, the operational managing authority is the 

Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) of the Tasmanian Department of Primary 

Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE). 

The TWWHA includes land classified as Future Potential Production Forest Land (FPPFL) 

within the meaning of the Forestry (Rebuilding the Forest Industry) Act 2014. There are 

approximately 25,400 hectares of FPPFL that is Crown Land along the lower margins of the 

Great Western Tiers, upper Mersey Valley and to the east of Cradle Mountain, with a small 

area in the vicinity of Lake Gordon. These areas of FPPFL are administered as unallocated 

Crown Land, with operational management by the PWS. The remaining area of FPPFL, 

comprising approximately 9,700 hectares of freehold and vested land throughout the eastern 

Central Plateau, is managed by Hydro Tasmania. Many areas of FPPFL have a complex 

spatial relationship with various existing reserve tenures but its future has not been 

considered in this report. 

The TWWHA also includes some enclaves of land classified as Permanent Timber 

Production Zone Land (PTPZL) within the meaning of the Forestry (Rebuilding the Forest 

Industry) Act 2014. This 942.3 hectares of land were retained as PTPZL at the time of the 

2013 TWWHA boundary extension to provide for harvesting of transitional coupes (now 

completed) and thinning of relevant plantation areas. 

Three TWWHA land parcels are vested in the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania, in trust 

for Aboriginal people in perpetuity under the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995. 

A number of freehold properties are within the TWWHA. Some are subject to conservation 

covenants through the NCA. Bush Heritage Australia and the Tasmanian Land Conservancy 

manage these properties for conservation purposes. Several other small freehold properties 

are within the Central Plateau area and at Kelly Basin. 

Issues and problems with the existing TWWHA land tenure arrangements 

 The complex system of reserves that comprise the TWWHA have been created over 

a long period of time and their tenure and boundaries often reflect opportunities at 

the time of designation rather than any overall coherent vision for management of the 

TWWHA. 

 A widely-accepted reserve design principle is to attempt to minimise the perimeter of 

a reserve relative to its area, with boundaries generally as convex as possible. 
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 While the single Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Management Plan 

(TWWHAMP) covers the entire TWWHA the area is nevertheless composed of many 

separate reserves with different legislated reservation purposes and management 

objectives (Appendix 2). 

 The TWWHAMP is legally restricted to land within the TWWHA reserved under the 

State Nature Conservation Act 2002 (NCA) but contains a number of other types of 

land. The TWWHAMP attempts to cover this issue by including a Strategic 

Management Statement for the non-NCA reserve lands (p. 206-216). While NCA 

reserves do encompass the majority of the property, significant additional areas have 

the potential to be reserved and would improve the situation, notably lands currently 

designated as FPPFL and PTPZL. 

 UNESCO’s Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention (2016), specifically clauses 96-113, provide guidance for State parties’ 

management arrangements for World Heritage areas. While the guidelines do not 

include specific tenure recommendations, it is clear that it is intended the 

management regime for World Heritage properties should be adequate and 

appropriate to protect the integrity of all the values for which the property has been 

nominated. 

 The Operational Guidelines also include provisions for the monitoring of World 

Heritage properties (clause 113 and chapter IV.A). In this context, an IUCN/ICOMOS 

Reactive Monitoring Mission (RMM) visited the TWWHA in late 2015 and made a 

range of recommendations regarding the management of the property (Jaeger & 

Sand, 2015; see Appendix 1), not all of which have yet been implemented. 

 “The Australian and Tasmanian Governments welcome the report of the World 

Heritage monitoring mission to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area and 

we accept all the recommendations” (Ministers Hunt & Groom, 20 March 2016). 

 The TWWHA surrounds and encloses some non-reserved enclaves of production 

forest and quarries (primarily in the Southern Forests) as well as private land blocks. 

 The TWWHA has 1,459 km of roads, two thirds within areas added to the property in 

2013. The draft State of the TWWHA report #2 notes: 

o The majority of these additional roads were originally constructed to standards 

required to service production forestry so they are not necessarily appropriate for 

safe public use and many have not been maintained since forestry operations 

ceased. 

o The enclaves of production forest and quarries will require ongoing access for 

the operators through the TWWHA on existing roads. Access will also be 

required to the Permanent Timber Production Zone Land and Future Potential 

Production Forest Land within the TWWHA. 
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 The sheer number of land parcels within the TWWHA and the complex associated 

boundaries complicates management, from both manager and user perspectives. 

This is in-part exemplified by the common reference to the TWWHA name for the 

area rather than particular reserve names. 

 Government statements have made it clear that resource extractive activities will not 

be undertaken within the TWWHA and the 2016 management plan does not provide 

for them. Hence, there is no need for reserve tenures that provide for resource 

extraction (such as conservation area and regional reserve) in most instances. 

Existing tenure-related recommendations and related considerations for 

TWWHA lands 

A number of recent (and not-so-recent) reports have made recommendations on the future 

tenure or appropriate management of some TWWHA lands. 

 As noted above, the RMM report (Jaeger & Sand, 2015) made several 

recommendations regarding appropriate tenure or management arrangements for the 

TWWHA (see Appendix 1), two of which are specific to consideration of appropriate 

land tenure. Also as noted above, the State and Federal Governments accepted 

these (and all other) RMM recommendations. 

o Recommendation 10. All land in the property should be managed in a way 

that is consistent with World Heritage status, and the recommended means to 

ensure such a consistent approach is to grant reserve status wherever 

possible. ….  

o Recommendation 11. Future Potential Production Forest Land (FPPFL) 

within the property should not be convertible to Permanent Timber Production 

Zone Land (PTPZL) and should be granted status as national park. 

Other recommendations made it clear that forestry or mineral resource extraction 

was inappropriate anywhere within the TWWHA (recommendations 2, 3, 4 and 5; 

see Appendix 1). 

 The Australian and Tasmanian Governments have ruled out the undertaking of 

forestry or mineral extraction activities in the TWWHA and prescriptions in the 

TWWHAMP give effect to this. In this context, a further observation of the RMM is 

highly relevant: 

“Given that the Nature Conservation Act 2002 in principle allows for resource 

extraction in conservation areas and regional reserves and that recent changes 

to it explicitly allow for the extraction of special species timber, the most 

adequate adaptation in line with World Heritage commitments and Committee 

decisions would be to grant those areas the status as national park.”(p.22). 

 Activities other than forestry or mineral extraction currently undertaken or likely to be 

proposed in areas with conservation area or regional reserve tenure (e.g. apiaries, 



 

5 
 

commercial tourism) can continue or be provided for under license should tenure 

change to state reserve or national park. 

 The TWWHA Extension Roads Project currently being undertaken by PWS will make 

recommendations for the long term maintenance or closure of roads within the areas 

added to the TWWHA in 2013. Most of these roads were originally constructed as 

access for forestry operations; some are now derelict or overgrown, others are 

required or continue to be used as access for recreational, apiarist or other 

commercial uses and/or are likely to be required for management purposes. As 

above, it is envisaged that any of these and other similar uses would continue to be 

possible if (for example) existing conservation areas or regional reserves became 

national parks. 

 The TWWHA Management Plan 2016 (TWWHAMP) notes the policy intent of the 

Tasmanian Government is to remove the FPPFL designation over lands within the 

TWWHA. The plan further notes that a NCA reserve class will then be determined for 

such lands with the underlying tenure of Crown Land (p. 214-215). The plan also 

notes management of these areas will be in accordance with associated 

prescriptions for surrounding zones set out in the TWWHAMP. 

 The TWWHAMP notes the policy intent of the Tasmanian Government is to remove 

the PTPZL designation over lands within the TWWHA. The plan further notes that a 

NCA reserve class will then be determined for such lands (p. 213-214). The plan also 

notes management of these areas will be in accordance with associated 

prescriptions for surrounding zones set out in the TWWHAMP. 

 Several assessments of World Heritage and other values have recommended the 

addition of lands to the TWWHA (including lands that now form part of the existing 

TWWHA). In many cases the rationale for such recommended additions was the 

contiguity of values across tenure boundaries. Accordingly, it would be logical and 

appropriate that the reserve tenure was also consistent across such areas. 

o In 1990 the then-Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage prepared a 

report on “The Appropriate Boundaries of a World Heritage Area in Western 

Tasmania”. This study assessed lands that should be added to the then-

TWWHA in order to ensure adequate and appropriate identification, 

protection and management of the values of the TWWHA. Many of the areas 

east and north of the then-TWWHA recommended for addition in 1990 have 

now been incorporated into the TWWHA (for example, the 2013 extensions). 

The 1990 report was focussed on the land’s values and World Heritage 

qualities but, in a concluding discussion (including international examples), 

notes that a World Heritage Area should have the highest form of local status 

and protection and hence that the TWWHA should consist entirely of State 

Reserve (i.e. national park). 
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o Sharples’ 2003 assessment of the then-TWWHA’s geoconservation values 

recommended the addition of 21 area’ to the then-TWWHA’s east and 

northern boundary (page 156-172). He concluded that all these areas 

contributed to geoconservation-based World Heritage values to some degree. 

Virtually all these areas now form part of the TWWHA but remain separate 

reserves in most cases. 

o Balmer et al’s 2004 assessment of the TWWHA’s floristic values discusses 

the integrity (in a World Heritage values sense; see the UNESCO Operational 

Guidelines for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention) of 

various ecosystems noting various omissions from the then-TWWHA. 

o DPIPWE nature conservation scientists have recently completed an 

assessment of the values of the areas added to the TWWHA in 2013 

DPIPWE (2015). They note that the extension areas have added important 

components to the flora, fauna and geodiversity values of the TWWHA. The 

authors’ further note that the expansion of the TWWHA to include these 

additional parts of the existing reserve system has also improved the security 

and level of protection for these areas and the values they contain hence 

making an important contribution to the integrity, protection and management 

of the World Heritage property. Beyond this, the report does not make any 

tenure-specific observations or recommendations. Key threats to various 

values are described and management advice provided. In some cases these 

may be more readily managed within higher class tenures such as national 

park. 

o Lennon (2002) provides a cultural heritage values update of the then-

TWWHA which includes a general discussion of the Central Plateau and 

Macquarie Harbour precincts but she does not make any recommendations 

relevant to current tenure arrangements. 

 The Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act (2002) describes the basis for declaring 

various classes of reserved land (Section 16 and Schedule 1). The National Parks 

and Reserves Management Act (2002) lists the various objectives for managing each 

of these reserve classes (Schedule 1). 

 The now-superceded 1999 TWWHA Management Plan contained the following Key 

Desired Outcome (KDO): 

o KDO 1.7. Land tenure, boundary and adjacent area management that affords 

the greatest protection to, and presentation of, the World Heritage and other 

natural and cultural values of the World Heritage Area, and that also satisfies 

land owners’ and neighbours’ needs. 

While the new 2016 management plan does not contain a similar explicit KDO, it is 

a useful approach to reflect on in this analysis. 
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 The 2016 TWWHA Management Plan provides for an overall cross-tenure 

management approach across all the reserves within the TWWHA (via its 

management zoning and various use overlays) but a simplified distribution of tenures 

would enhance and simplify this, for both managers and public understanding. 

Appropriate tenure recommendations for TWWHA reserves 

Following from the various observations, recommendations and undertakings noted in the 

previous section, as a general principle, national park (or state reserve) is the most 

appropriate tenure for a World Heritage area generally and the TWWHA in particular, unless 

there is a good reason otherwise. This approach is also consistent with Section 16 of the 

Nature Conservation Act 2002, which describes the bases for the declaration of national 

parks and other reserves, and the associated Schedule 1 (see Appendix 2). The World 

Heritage and other values that “make” the TWWHA deserve the highest level of protection 

and management, and the existing multiple tenures and convoluted boundaries are or have 

the potential to be confusing for users and perhaps some managers. As noted above, 

statements in the UNESCO Reactive Monitoring also emphasise that “national park” is the 

preferred tenure for much of the TWWHA. 

A list of the tenure of all reserved and other land contained within the TWWHA, notes on the 

nature of adjacent reserves, recommended future tenure for various reserves and a brief 

rationale for such change are all contained in the large spreadsheet accompanying and 

forming part of this report. 

Some small State Reserves are recommended for addition or incorporation in surrounding or 

neighbouring national parks essentially for simplicity (e.g. Hastings Caves, Junee Cave & 

Marriots Falls State Reserves), there being no effective change in the reserve class. 

Notwithstanding that the geographic features after which these reserves are named will 

retain these names if the said reserve is abolished, there may still be community-based 

reasons for the reserves to retain their independent identity. Accordingly, appropriate 

community consultation should be undertaken before any changes are made to these State 

Reserves. 

The creation of two new national parks are proposed within the TWWHA: 

 Given the Styx Valley is a discrete geographic area, contains extensive World 

Heritage value tall forests, and had a high public profile during the years leading to 

its addition to the TWWHA, the creation of a Styx Valley National Park is 

appropriate. It would comprise an amalgamation of the series of existing reserves 

and PTPZL in the Styx Valley. 

 The Great Western Tiers are a significant landform feature in their own right, 

comprise the geographic juxtaposition between the settled lower country and edge 

of the Tasmanian high country (much of which is within the TWWHA), and have their 

own distinct well-established identity within the region. Accordingly, a national park 

designation covering this feature is warranted. While most of the Great Western 
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Tiers are now within the TWWHA, the current tenure arrangements are a complex 

interleaving of various existing reserves and FPPFL. While such a national park 

could be created by an amalgamation of all the various existing reserves on the 

Great Western Tiers escarpment, a better boundary could be delineated by 

considering the future of these reserves at the same time as that of the spatially-

associated FPPFL. 

Some Conservation Areas and Regional Reserves recommended for addition to the 

adjacent national parks contain significant impacts from past logging and associated roading 

(e.g. Catamaran & Picton River Conservations Areas, Weld River & Styx River Regional 

Reserves). No further logging will take place so the addition of such areas to adjacent 

national parks makes sense in terms of appropriate overall boundaries, consistent tenure 

and long term management and is consistent with the objective of rehabilitating such 

impacts listed in Schedule 1 of the National Parks and Reserves Management Act (see 

Appendix 1). 

Recreational prospecting is allowed within Conservation Areas and Regional Reserves 

within the TWWHA, subject to specific authority or permits being issued. The only area 

where this is known to have been of interest is at Adamsfield but no permits have been 

issued for quite some time. Accordingly, the proposed incorporation of the Adamsfield 

Conservation Area within the Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park, which would forbid 

any prospecting, is considered unlikely to make a practical difference. 

The National Parks and Reserved Land Regulations 2009 provide for dogs in Nature 

Recreation Areas (and also CAs and RRs) by the issuing of a General Authority or a 

designated area approach. Dogs are currently so-allowed associated with vehicle-based 

camping in the Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area. It is proposed that the NRA tenure 

is retained for an appropriate reduced area around the camping sites in order to continue to 

provide for this use, but that much of the current Recherche Bay NRA should become part of 

the Southwest National Park. 

The TWWHA contains 17 mostly-small enclaves of Permanent Timber Production Zone 

Land (PTPZL) totalling 943 hectares. As noted previously, given the completion of transition 

logging in these areas, the stated intent policy intent of the Tasmanian Government is that 

such areas become an NCA reserve. The UNESCO RMM report indicates the expectation is 

that such lands would become national park. Hence the logical recommendation herein is 

that all enclaves of PTPZL within the TWWHA be incorporated in the surrounding national 

parks. As noted above, the incorporation of logged areas in a national park is consistent with 

an objective of rehabilitation. 

Two tiny areas of PTPZL (total <10 ha) appear to represent road corridors accessing 

presumed-quarry sites excised from the TWWHA on Tim Shea and in the north of Mt Field 

National Park. If this is intended to facilitate management of access to the aforesaid quarries 

by other agencies this approach has not been used consistently across the TWWHA (there 



 

9 
 

are other quarry excisions where this is not the case) and, regardless, it is arguable whether 

PTPZL is the best mechanism to achieve this. 

The future of the large area of FPPZL (>35,000 ha) included within the TWWHA has not 

been considered in this report. As noted previously, a separate process has been 

foreshadowed to do this. Given the intricate spatial relationship between FPPZL and reserve 

tenures in some parts of the TWWHA, it may make sense to consider the future of such 

areas together, particularly in places like the Great Western Tiers. 

In addition to a substantial area of covenanted private land managed for conservation, the 

TWWHA also contains 20 small areas of private land with a total area of approximately 330 

hectares. They are located on the Central Plateau (4 parcels), at Kelly Basin (15 parcels) 

and Gordonvale. Two of the Central Plateau parcels are owned by the Aboriginal Land 

Council of Tasmania and Gordonvale is owned by the Tasmanian Land Conservancy. The 

government should aim to acquire opportunistically any of the other land parcels that may be 

for sale from time to time and incorporate these in the surrounding reserve. 

Any future process to change tenures for the TWWHA reserves along the lines of 

recommendations herein should involve public consultation and this may reveal some 

existing recreational uses not yet known. These will need to be considered in the context of 

future final tenure. 
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Proposed future TWWHA tenures 

If all recommendations or suggestions detailed in the spreadsheet accompanying this report to simplify and/or amalgamate the complex system 

of reserves and other lands that currently comprise the TWWHA were implemented the resulting tenure would be as follows: 

Proposed future tenure of reserves and other lands within 

the TWWHA 

Approx. area 

(ha)* 
Notes 

Southwest National Park 659,849 Area includes proposed addition of various CAs and RRs, also Hastings Caves SR. 

Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park 478,374 Area includes proposed addition of various CAs and RRs, also PTPZL enclaves. 

Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park 165,577 Area includes proposed addition of various CAs and RRs. 

Walls of Jerusalem National Park 54,974 Existing reserve. 

Mount Field National Park 24,050 Area includes proposed addition of various RRs, also Marriots Falls & Junee Cave SRs. 

Hartz Mountains National Park 13,160 Area includes Arve Loop CA & PTPZL enclave. 

Mole Creek Karst National Park 1,831 Area includes proposed addition of various CAs. 

Great Western Tiers National Park 19,177 
Area assumes all current non-contiguous reserves on Great Western Tiers are 
incorporated in a national park. 

Styx Valley National Park 13,135 Area comprises all current reserves & PTPZL enclaves in the Styx valley. 

Devils Gullet State Reserve 1,118 Existing reserve 

Macquarie Harbour Historic Site 15,228 Area assumes private land at Pillinger is eventually acquired and incorporated. 

Farm Cove Game Reserve 1,693 Existing reserve 

Central Plateau Conservation Area 96,445 
Area includes proposed addition of various CAs and also assumes private land on Central 
Plateau is eventually acquired. 

Conservation Area managed by Hydro Tasmania 3,994 As per existing arrangements. 

Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area <100 Area retained as NRA to facilitate traditional camping, dog access etc. 

Aboriginal Land 870 
Includes western Tasmania cave sites vested in ALCT and Central Plateau freehold 
properties owned by ALCT. 

Private Freehold with Conservation Covenant 1,765 Tasmanian Land Conservancy and Bush Heritage properties. 

Private Freehold 81 Gordonvale, managed for conservation by Tasmanian Land Conservancy. 

Other Crown Land 200  

Future Potential Production Forest Land 35,163 
Eventual reservation of FPPFL has been foreshadowed and this may add to several of the 
above expanded reserves or new national parks. 

 

* - Areas listed are approximate only and have been estimated arithmetically using the areas of the various reserves and other lands recommended for amalgamation or 

splitting in the accompanying spreadsheet that accompanies this report.
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Appendix 1- Recommendations from the IUCN/ICOMOS Reactive Monitoring 

Mission to the TWWHA, November 2015 

The IUCN/ICOMOS Reactive Monitoring Mission (RMM) to the TWWHA made 20 recommendations 

following its visit in late 2015 (Jaeger & Sand, 2015). Those relevant to the considerations of this 

report are listed below. The Australian and Tasmanian Governments accepted all recommendations 

(Hunt & Groom, 2016). 

Recommendation 2 

The State Party should confirm an unambiguous commitment that the property is off-limits to 

commercial logging in its entirety, and fully reflect this commitment in the Management Plan for the 

whole of the property. 

Recommendation 3 

The State Party should confirm an unambiguous commitment that the property is off-limits to 

mineral exploration and extraction in its entirety and fully reflect this commitment in the 

Management Plan for the whole of the property. 

Recommendation 4 

Gravel use derived from borrow pits for maintenance needs within the property should be 

minimised. The State Party should conduct a comprehensive review of the road network with the 

objective to close and rehabilitate non-essential roads so as to reduce the future demand for 

gravel among other benefits 

Recommendation 5 

Essential existing gravel extraction for ongoing local maintenance in the property should be guided 

by the following principles across the property, including the excisions within it:  

• No import of gravel to the property should be permitted, in order to minimize biosecurity risks; 

• No export of gravel from the property should be permitted, and uses should be restricted to 

the maintenance of existing infrastructure1; 

• New borrow pits should not be permitted; 

• Any significant change to current practice in relation to increased gravel need with potential to 

impact the property, to be notified to the World Heritage Committee prior to any decisions being 

taken on how to address this by the State Party. 

Recommendation 10 

All land in the property should be managed in a way that is consistent with World Heritage status, 

and the recommended means to ensure such a consistent approach is to grant reserve status 

wherever possible. As long as there will be areas within the TWWHA not subject to the TWWHA 

Management Plan, adequate management of the property in its entirety should be ensured by an 

overarching Strategic Management Statement in line with obligations under the EPBC Act. 

Recommendation 11 

Future Potential Production Forest Land (FPPFL) within the property should not be convertible to 

Permanent Timber Production Zone Land (PTPZL) and should be granted status as national park. 
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Recommendation 19 

The State Party should fully consider the linkages between the property and adjacent lands, 

including the increased length of boundaries shared with private land as a result of the 2013 Minor 

Boundary Modification. 
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Appendix 2- Purpose and management objectives for various reserve classes on public land in Tasmania 

Schedule 1, Nature Conservation Act (2002). 

Class of reserved 
land 

Values of land Purposes of reservation 

National park 
A large natural area of land containing a representative or 
outstanding sample of major natural regions, features or scenery. 

The protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the area of land while providing 
for ecologically sustainable recreation consistent with conserving those values. 

State reserve An area of land containing any of the following: The protection and maintenance of any one or more of the following: 

 (a) significant natural landscapes;  (a) the natural and cultural values of the area of land; 

 (b) natural features; (b) sites, objects or places of significance to Aboriginal people contained in that area of land; 

 (c) sites, objects or places of significance to Aboriginal people. (c) use of the area of land by Aboriginal people – 

  while providing for ecologically sustainable recreation consistent with conserving any of the things 
referred to in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c), as applicable. 

Nature reserve An area of land that contains natural values that – 
The conservation of the natural biological diversity or geological diversity of the area of land, or both, 
and the conservation of the natural values of that area of land that are unique, important or have 
representative value. 

 
(a) contribute to the natural biological diversity or geological diversity 
of the area of land, or both; and 

 

 (b) are unique, important or have representative value.  

Game reserve 
An area of land containing natural values that are unique, important 
or have representative value particularly with respect to game 
species. 

The conservation of the natural values of the area of land that are unique, important or have 
representative value, the conservation of the natural biological diversity or geological diversity of that 
area of land, or both, and the ecologically sustainable hunting of game species in that area of land. 

Conservation area An area of land predominantly in a natural state. 
The protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the area of land and the 
sustainable use of the natural resources of that area of land. 

Nature recreation area An area of land – 
Public recreation and education consistent with conserving the natural and cultural values of the area 
of land. 

 (a) predominantly in a natural state; or  

 (b) containing sensitive natural sites of significance for recreation.  

Regional reserve An area of land – 
Mineral exploration and the development of mineral deposits in the area of land, and the controlled 
use of other natural resources of that area of land, while protecting and maintaining the natural and 
cultural values of that area of land. 

 (a) with high mineral potential or prospectivity; and  

 (b) predominantly in a natural state.  

Historic site An area of land of significance for historic cultural heritage. 
The conservation of the historic features of the area of land and the presentation of those features for 
public appreciation and education. 

 



 

15 
 

Schedule 1, National Parks and Reserves Management Act (2002). 

 
Class of reserved 

land 
Management objectives 

1. National park The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the national park, or both; 

  (f) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(g) to protect the national park against, and rehabilitate the national park following, adverse 
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the national park’s 
natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the national park; 

  
(h) to encourage and provide for tourism, recreational use and enjoyment consistent with the 
conservation of the national park’s natural and cultural values; 

  
(i) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives; 

  (j) to preserve the natural, primitive and remote character of wilderness areas. 

2. State reserve The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives; 

  
(f) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the State reserve, or both; 

  (g) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(h) to protect the State reserve against, and rehabilitate the State reserve following, adverse 
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the State reserve’s 
natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the State reserve; 

  
(i) to encourage tourism, recreational use and enjoyment consistent with the conservation of the 
State reserve’s natural and cultural values. 

3. Nature reserve The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the nature reserve, or both; 

  (f) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(g) to protect the nature reserve against, and rehabilitate the nature reserve following, adverse 
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the nature 
reserve’s natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the nature reserve; 

  
(h) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives. 
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4. Game reserve The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to provide for the taking, on an ecologically sustainable basis, of designated game species for 
commercial or private purposes, or both; 

  
(f) to encourage appropriate tourism, recreational use and enjoyment, particularly sustainable 
recreational hunting; 

  
(g) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the game reserve, or both; 

  (h) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(i) to protect the game reserve against, and rehabilitate the game reserve following, adverse 
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the game reserve’s 
natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the game reserve; 

  
(j) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives. 

5. Conservation area The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to provide for the controlled use of natural resources, including as an adjunct to utilisation of 
marine resources; 

  (f) to provide for exploration activities and utilisation of mineral resources; 

  
(g) to provide for the taking, on an ecologically sustainable basis, of designated game species for 
commercial or private purposes, or both; 

  (h) to provide for other commercial or industrial uses of coastal areas; 

  
(i) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the conservation area, or both; 

  (j) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  

(k) to protect the conservation area against, and rehabilitate the conservation area following, 
adverse impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the 
conservation area’s natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the 
conservation area; 

  
(l) to encourage appropriate tourism, recreational use and enjoyment (including private uses) 
consistent with the conservation of the conservation area’s natural and cultural values; 

  
(m) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives. 

6. Nature recreation area The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (b) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (c) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (d) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(e) to encourage tourism, recreational use and enjoyment consistent with the conservation of the 
nature recreation area’s natural and cultural values; 

  
(f) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the nature recreation area, or both; 

  (g) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 
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(h) to protect the nature recreation area against, and rehabilitate the nature recreation area 
following, adverse impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on 
the nature recreation area’s natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the 
nature recreation area; 

  
(i) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives; 

  (j) to provide for exploration activities and utilisation of mineral resources. 

7. Regional reserve The following objectives: 

  (a) to provide for mineral exploration activities and utilisation of mineral resources; 

  (b) to provide for the controlled use of other natural resources; 

  (c) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (d) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (e) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  (f) to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance; 

  
(g) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the regional reserve, or both; 

  (h) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(i) to protect the regional reserve against, and rehabilitate the regional reserve following, adverse 
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the regional 
reserve’s natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the regional reserve; 

  
(j) to encourage tourism, recreational use and enjoyment consistent with the conservation of the 
regional reserve’s natural and cultural values; 

  
(k) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives; 

  
(l) to provide for the taking, on an ecologically sustainable basis and where appropriate, of 
designated game species for commercial or private purposes, or both. 

8. Historic site The following objectives: 

  (a) to conserve sites or areas of historic cultural significance; 

  (b) to conserve natural biological diversity; 

  (c) to conserve geological diversity; 

  (d) to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments; 

  
(e) to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values 
of the historic site, or both; 

  (f) to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation; 

  
(g) to protect the historic site against, and rehabilitate the historic site following, adverse impacts 
such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the historic site’s natural 
and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the historic site; 

  
(h) to encourage tourism, recreational use and enjoyment consistent with the conservation of the 
historic site’s natural and cultural values; 

  
(i) to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of 
significance to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other 
management objectives. 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE TENURE OF TWWHA RESERVES AND OTHER LANDS

Reserve 

number

Existing tenure of reserves and other lands within the 

TWWHA

Area 

(hectares)

Adjacent or 

surrounding 

TWWHA reserve 

numbers

Notes Rationale for tenure change Recommendation

NATIONAL PARK

1 Southwest National Park 641,300.0 Major, long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

2 Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park 463,283.4 Major, long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

3 Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park 161,582.7 Major, long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

4 Walls of Jerusalem National Park 51,770.8 Major, long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed

5 Mount Field National Park 22,514.0 Major, long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

6 Hartz Mountains National Park 12,124.7 Long-established and recognised national park. No tenure change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

7 Mole Creek Karst National Park 1,584.3
Widely-recognised national park with distinct character. Substantial areas of FPPFL 

occur adjacent to its western portions.
No tenure change proposed

Retain but incorporate small reserves as below.  National Park could also be enhanced by the 

addition of areas of FPPFL at Solomons Dome and below Western Bluff.

STATE RESERVE

8 Devils Gullet State Reserve 1,118.1 15 Mostly surrounded by 15. Adjoins FPPFL to west. No tenure change proposed (existing reserve class is already highest level).

9 Marriots Falls State Reserve 135.3 5 Mostly surrounded by 5.
Small reserve with boundary unrelated to landscape, existing reserve class is essentially the 

same as surrounding national park.
Incorporate in Mt Field National Park

10 Hastings Caves State Reserve 112.8 1
Most of reserve is completely surrounded by 1. Reserve also includes an outlying 

parcel on Hastings Caves Rd.

Small reserve with boundary unrelated to landscape, existing reserve class is essentially the 

same as surrounding national park.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park

11 Liffey Falls State Reserve 105.8 24
Reserve has 2 discrete components; one is surrounded by 24, the other adjoins 

private land with conservation convenant to northeast & FPPFL to south.

No change proposed (existing reserve class is already highest level). If a Great Western Tiers 

National Park (see below) was created it would make sense to incorporate Liffey Falls State 

Reserve in this.

Consider incorporating in a single Great Western Tiers National Park, including all reserves on the 

GWT escarpment (see below).

12 Junee Cave State Reserve 21.9 48, (5) Surrounded by 48 which itself adjoins 5.
Small reserve with boundary unrelated to landscape, existing reserve class is essentially the 

same as nearby national park, karst and landscape values are contiguous with 48 and 5.
Incorporate in Mt Field National Park (together with 48)

HISTORIC SITE

13 Macquarie Harbour Historic Site 15,223.4 2 Adjons 2 to southeast. No change proposed

GAME RESERVE

14 Farm Cove Game Reserve 1,692.7 13 Completely surrounded by 13. No change proposed (existing tenure is necessary to provide for recreational hunting).

CONSERVATION AREA

15 Central Plateau Conservation Area 92,123.7 4, 7 Also adjoins many Conservation Areas and similar tenures to north and east. No change proposed Retain but incorporate small reserves as below

16 Great Western Tiers Conservation Area 14,501.5 15, 20, 22, 24, 25

Comprises eight separate areas along the northern and eastern escarpment of the 

Great Western Tiers. Much of northern sections are contiguous with CPCA (15) to 

south, and adjoin FPPFL to north.

The Great Western Tiers (GWT) has a distinct landscape character and identity (compared 

with the Central Plateau lands of 15, for example, with which it is contiguous) and this and 

adjoining reserves encompass much of this feature. Part of the eastern part of 16 extends 

into the Central Plateau landscape east of Great Lake.

Consider a single reserve (Great Western Tiers Conservation Area or, preferably, National Park) 

incorporating all reserves on the GWT escarpment. The Central Plateau section of the eastern 

portion of the GWT CA might more appropriately be added to the Central Plateau CA. Consideration 

of all this at the same time as the future of spatially-related FPPFL has the potential to produce a 

better reserve boundary.

17 Adamsfield Conservation Area 5,375.9 1,2, 44, 46

Adjoins national park to north and south, 44 to east. Also adjoins FPPFL to southwest. 

Various recreational activities occur (4WD, mountain biking, huts etc) and 

recreational prospecting is allowed under permit.

Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national parks and other reserves. CA tenure's 

provision for resource extraction is no longer required. Other recreational activities known 

to occur can be provided for in a national park, with the exception of "prospecting" (but no 

permits have been issued for some time).

Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers (or Southwest) National Park, together with 44 and 46. 

This would disallow "prospecting" as a potential use in the new reserve.

18 Picton River Conservation Area 4,613.7 1, 6
Includes some previously logged areas. Contains a large internal hole of PTPZL; road 

access through area required for forestry.

Reserve is largely surrounded by existing national park and has landscape contiguity with it. 

Includes some logged areas  & roading but inclusion is consistent with legislative national 

park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park (but may need to provide for through access for forestry)

19 North Styx Conservation Area 4,226.3 43 Surrounded by 43 which itself adjoins national park (1).

Part of iconic area of tall forest (together with 43, 31 & 34) that was the focus the campaign 

protect the area leading to its incorporation in the TWWHA. Conservation Area tenure's 

provision for resource extraction is not required.  Includes some logged areas  & roading but 

inclusion is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park (together with 31, 34 & 43) or designate a new Styx Valley 

National Park (comprising this reserve along with 31, 34 & 43)

20 Great Lake Conservation Area 4,014.8 16 Adjoins FPPFL to east & north, and 15 via this.
Central Plateau landscape extends unbroken from this area through FPPFL to Central 

Plateau Conservation Area north of Great Lake.

Add to Central Plateau Conservation Area. Consideration of this at the same time as the future of the 

FPPFL east of Great Lake has the potential to produce a better amalgamated CA boundary.

21 Catamaran River Conservation Area 3,917.4 1, 52 Adjoins national park (1) to west. Contains many coupes & roading from past logging.

While area contains coupes & roading from past logging this will recover in the long term 

and in a landscape sense national park boundary would be more appropriate further east.  

Inclusion is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park

22 Meander Conservation Area 1,664.0 15, 16 Former Forest Reserve. Adjoins 16 and FPPFL to east.
Part of GWT escarpment and contiguous with other reserves and FPPFL along this major 

landscape feature.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area. If a single reserve along the GWT 

escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a national park; see above) then 

this reserve should be incorporated within it.

23 Princess River Conservation Area 1,115.5 2, 3 Mostly surrounded by existing national parks, with Lk Burbury impoundment to west.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national parks. CA tenure's provision for resource 

extraction is no longer required.
Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park

1



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE TENURE OF TWWHA RESERVES AND OTHER LANDS

Reserve 

number

Existing tenure of reserves and other lands within the 

TWWHA
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(hectares)

Adjacent or 

surrounding 
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24 Liffey Conservation Area 1,056.1 15, 16, 11 Surrounds part of 11. Adjoins FPPFL to east.
Part of GWT escarpment and contiguous with other reserves and FPPFL along this major 

landscape feature.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area. If a single reserve along the GWT 

escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a national park; see above) then 

this reserve should be incorporated within it.

25 Quamby Bluff Conservation Area 944.8 16 Adjoins FPPFL to west & south.
Part of GWT escarpment and contiguous with other reserves and FPPFL along this major 

landscape feature.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area. If a single reserve along the GWT 

escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a national park; see above) then 

this reserve should be incorporated within it.

26 Arve Loop Conservation Area 944.3 6 Adjoins national park (6) to west.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park. CA tenure's provision for resource 

extraction is not required.
Incorporate in Hartz Mountains National Park

27 Dove River Conservation Area 861.5 3, 29 Adjoins national park to west (3) and FPPFL to east.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park. CA tenure's provision for resource 

extraction is no longer required.
Incorporate in Cradle Mtn - Lk St Clair National Park

28 Drys Bluff Conservation Area 690.9 15, 16
Former Forest Reserve. Adjoins 15 to south and 16 to west. Also adjoins private land 

with conservation convenant to north & FPPFL to east & west.

Part of GWT escarpment and contiguous with other reserves and FPPFL along this major 

landscape feature.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area. If a single reserve along the GWT 

escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a national park; see above) then 

this reserve should be incorporated within it.

29 Swift Creek Conservation Area 461.7 3, 27 Adjoins national park to south (3) and FPPFL to north.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park. CA tenure's provision for resource 

extraction is no longer required.
Incorporate in Cradle Mtn - Lk St Clair National Park

30 Tarraleah Conservation Area 346.8 2

Only that part of Tarraleah CA west of the Derwent River is included in TWWHA 

where it adjoins national park (2) to west. A substantial portion of the overall CA 

continues east of the river & beyond the Butlers Gorge Rd

Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park and Derwent River is a more logical 

boundary for the adjacent national park. CA tenure's provision for resource extraction is not 

required.

Add section of Tarraleah CA that is included in the TWWHA to Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National 

Park.

31 Styx Tall Trees Conservation Area 337.1 19, 43 Mostly surrounded by 43 but also adjoins 19 at one point.

Part of iconic area of tall forest (together with 43, 19 & 34) that was the focus the campaign 

protect the area leading to its incorporation in the TWWHA. Conservation Area tenure's 

provision for resource extraction is not required.  Includes some logged areas  & roading but 

inclusion is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park or designate a new Styx Valley National Park (together with 

19, 34 & 43 in both cases)

32 Jackeys Creek Conservation Area 212.8 (16, 25) Adjoins FPPFL to east and southwest, which connects to 16 & 25.

Contiguous with other reserves via FPPFL along the major GWT landscape feature. 

Appropriate tenure needs to be resolved in concert with that of the extensive adjoining 

areas of FPPZL on the GWT.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area, as an outlier. If a single reserve along the 

GWT escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a national park; see above) 

then this reserve should be incorporated within it.

33 Mersey River Conservation Area 134.2 7 Adjoins FPPFL to east, which separates this reserve from the main bulk of 7.
Area is important for karst conservation although many contiguous karst values underlie the 

adjacent FPPFL. Conservation Area tenure's provision for resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Mole Creek Karst National Park. 

34 Big Tree Conservation Area 111.6 19, 43 Adjoins 19 and both are completely surrounded by 43.

Part of iconic area of tall forest (together with 43, 19 & 31) that was the focus the campaign 

protect the area leading to its incorporation in the TWWHA. Conservation Area tenure's 

provision for resource extraction is not required.  Includes some logged areas  & roading but 

inclusion is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park or designate a new Styx Valley National Park (together with 

19, 31 & 43 in both cases)

35 Unnamed Conservation Area (Mayberry Purchase) 17.6 7 Adjoins section of Mole Creek Karst National Park.
Area was acquired for karst conservation purposes. Conservation Area tenure's provision for 

resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Mole Creek Karst National Park

36 Jones Rivulet Conservation Area 64.3 Small reserve surrounded by FPPFL, which adjoins 20.
Central Plateau landscape extends unbroken from this area through surrounding FPPFL to 

Great Lake Conservation Area (27) and Central Plateau Conservation Area (22) beyond.

Consider adding to Central Plateau Conservation Area (together with 27) at the same time as 

considering the future of the surrounding FPPFL.

37 Stringybark Conservation Area 33.3 1 Adjoins national park (1) to south and FPPFL to southeast.
Small reserve contiguous with adjacent national park. Conservation Area tenure's provision 

for resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park.

38 Southwest Conservation Area 215.8 1
Comprises 7 small areas adjacent to Scotts Pk and Gordon River Rds. Largely 

surrounded by 1, some areas adjacent to 42 (managed by HEC).

Small enclaves within national park. Locations suggest they may consitute road 

maintenance gravel quarries in most cases but at least some are known not to have been 

active for some time.

Clarify need for presumed-quarries; if inactive, incorporate in Southwest National Park.

39 Unnamed Conservation Area (Wet Caves Road Purchase) 94.8 7 Adjoins section of Mole Creek Karst National Park.
Area was acquired for karst conservation purposes. Conservation Area tenure's provision for 

resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Mole Creek Karst National Park

40 Mount Wedge Conservation Area 9.9 1 Adjoins national park (1) to east and south and FPPFL to west.
Small reserve contiguous with adjacent national park. Conservation Area tenure's provision 

for resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park

41 Boyd Conservation Area 10.5 1 Mostly surrounded by national park (1).
Small reserve contiguous with adjacent national park. Conservation Area tenure's provision 

for resource extraction not required.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park

42 Conservation Area vested in HydroTasmania 3,993.8
Comprises areas of land around Gordon, Pedder, Mackenzie, Augusta & Murchison 

impoundments, including damsites, road corridors, areas of water etc.
No change proposed

REGIONAL RESERVE

43 Styx River Regional Reserve 11,240.1 1, 19, 31, 34, 44
Adjoins national park (1) to west and south, totally encloses 19, 31 & 34, adjoins 44 to 

north.

Part of iconic area of tall forest (together with 19, 31 & 34) that was the focus the campaign 

protect the area leading to its incorporation in the TWWHA. Regional Reserve tenure's 

provision for resource extraction is not required.  Includes some logged areas  & roading but 

inclusion is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park or designate a new Styx Valley National Park (together with 

19, 31 & 34 in both cases). In the latter case, the northern part of 43 may more appropriately be 

added to 1 regardless.

44 Florentine River Regional Reserve 7,469.7 1, 2, 17, 43 Adjoins national park to north, south and east.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national parks. RR and CA tenure's provision for 

resource extraction is no longer required.

Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park (together with 17). Section east of Needles-

Tim Shea (Humboldt) Divide may more appropriately be added to Southwest National Park.

2
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45 Weld River Regional Reserve 4,562.6 1, 51 Adjoins national park (1) to north and west. Surrounds 51.

Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park. Regional Reserve tenure's provision 

for resource extraction is not required.  Includes some logged areas  & roading but inclusion 

is consistent with legislative national park objective to rehabilitate.

Incorporate in Southwest National Park (with 51)

46 Clear Hill Regional Reserve 2,770.3 2, 17
Contiguous with 2 and 17 to east, surrounded by Lk Gordon impoundment 

elsewhere.

Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park and conservation area. RR and CA 

tenure's provision for resource extraction is no longer required.
Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park (together with 17)

47 Dove River Regional Reserve 2,415.0 27, 29, (3)
Adjoins FPPFL to northeast and southwest which is contiguous with 27 & 29 which are 

themselves contiguous with national park (3).

Reserve is contiguous with nearby national park via conservation areas and FPPFL. Tenure 

should be preferably be consistent across all these lands. RR and CA tenure's provision for 

resource extraction is not required.

A potential addition to Cradle Mtn - Lk St Clair National Park best considered at the same time as the 

intervening FPPFL.

48 Humboldt Ridge Regional Reserve 610.6 5, 12 Adjoins national park to north and surrounds state reserve to south.
Landscape and karst values are contiguous with adjacent national park and state reserve. 

Regional Reserve tenure's provision for resource extraction is not required.
Incorporate in Mt Field NP

49 Lady Binney Regional Reserve 379.3 5, 44 Adjoins national park (5) to north and 44 to south.
Landscape is contiguous with adjacent national park. Regional Reserve tenure's provision 

for resource extraction is not required.
Incorporate in Mt Field NP

50 Borradaile Regional Reserve 254.9 (3) Adjoins FPPFL which itself adjoins national park (3).

Small reserve contiguous with nearby national park via FPPFL. Tenure should be preferably 

be consistent across all these lands. Regional Reserve tenure's provision for resource 

extraction is not required.

A potential addition to Cradle Mtn - Lk St Clair National Park best considered at the same time as the 

intervening FPPFL.

51 South Weld Regional Reserve 46.8 45, (1) Former Forest Reserve. Surrounded by 45 which is itself mostly surrounded by 1.
Landscape is contiguous with surrounding 45 and adjacent national park. Regional Reserve 

tenure's provision for resource extraction is not required.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park (with 45)

NATURE RECREATION AREA

52 Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area 469.1 21, (1)

Adjoins 21 to west and is contiguous through that with Southwest National Park (1). 

Adjoins Southport Lagoon CA to east. Traditional camping (with dogs permitted) 

occurs at Cockle Ck.

Landscape is contiguous with adjacent Conservation Area (21) and national park beyond (1). 

Extending national park boundary to the coast would simplify in a landscape and 

management sense. Existing recreational and other uses provided for in the NRA could also 

be provided for in a national park.

Retain areas at Cockle Ck and maybe around Catamaran where traditional camping is undertaken (& 

dogs are allowed) in NRA, otherwise incorporate in Southwest National Park (together with 21).

OTHER TENURES

53 Aboriginal Land (Ballawinne Cave) 560.0 2 Vested in ALCT; equivalent to Private Freehold land. Surrounded by national park (2). No change proposed

54 Aboriginal Land (Wargata Mina Cave) 154.4 1 Vested in ALCT; equivalent to Private Freehold land. Surrounded by national park (1). No change proposed

55 Aboriginal Land (Kuti Kina Cave) 15.5 2 Vested in ALCT; equivalent to Private Freehold land. Surrounded by national park (2). No change proposed

Aboriginal-owned private land (Central Plateau) 140.0 15 Two freehold land parcels on Great Pine Tier, owned by ALCT. Surrounded by 15 No change proposed

Future Potential Production Forest Land (unallocated Crown 

Land)
25,428.4

Govt policy statements and TWWHA Management Plan indicate no future logging (of 

mineral resource extraction) will occur and that these lands will be given a reserve 

tenure through some as-yet-undefined process.

The future of FPPFL has not been considered in this report. FPPFL is intricately involved with other 

reserves in a spatial sense in a number of areas and, where this is the case, the future tenure of all 

such areas may be best resolved at the same time.

Future Potential Production Forest Land (HydroTasmania) 9,734.9 20, 16, (15)

Virtually all is located on Central Plateau & crest of Great Western Tiers east of Great 

Lake. Govt policy statements indicate the FPPFL designation will be removed from 

this land but it will remain vested in Hydro Tasmania. 

While land managed by Hydro Tasmania has not generally been considered by this report tenure 

boundarieson the eastern Central Plateau and Great Western Tiers bear little relationship to 

landscape and so are logically considered in conjunction with the future of surrounding reserves.

2
Four enclaves just west of Lyell Hwy near Tarraleah & near Wayatinah, total approx 

540 ha. All surrounded by 2.
Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park

2
Two areas adjacent to 2 on western flank of middle Florentine valley, total approx 60 

ha.
Incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park

44
5 ha corridor (2 parcels) around road access to quarry & communications 

infrastructure (both excluded from TWWHA) on Tim Shea.

If road infrastructure has been excluded to facilitate management by another agency utilising the 

quarry then this should be made clear, otherwise incorporate in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers 

National Park (together with surrounding 44).

5
2 ha corridor around road access to quarry (itself excluded from TWWHA) within 

northern part of Mt Field National Park (5).

If road infrastructure has been excluded to facilitate management by another agency utilising the 

quarry then this should be made clear, otherwise incorporate in Mt Field National Park.

19, 34, 43 Four enclaves in Styx valley, total approx 220 ha. All surrounded by 19 or 43.
Incorporate in Southwest National Park or a newly-designated Styx Valley National Park (together 

with 19, 31, 34 & 43 in both cases); see above.

6 91 ha enclave within northern part of Hartz Mtns National Park (6). Incorporate in Hartz Mtns National Park together with 26.

2

11 ha corridor north of Lyell Hwy west of Derwent Bridge. Historically-cleared land 

appears to be an extension of now-disused power line easement. Southernmost part 

of area near Lyell Hwy contains a Transend sub-station. Section south of Lyell Hwy 

has been used for vehicle-based camping with dogs allowed in the past (when FT 

land) but this need is rare.

Incorporate most of corridor in Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park. Discuss appropriate 

tenure of area around the Transend facility with them.

3
Small (<2ha) area on east bank of Forth River, adjacent to Patons Rd. Adjoins national 

park (3) to west, across river, and FPPFL to south.
Incorporate in Cradle Mtn-Lk St Clair National Park, ideally together with adjacent FPPFL.

24 1 ha sliver of land on Riversdale Rd, Liffey, adjoining 24.

Add to the existing Great Western Tiers Conservation Area along with adjacent 24 (see above). If a 

single reserve along the GWT escarpment is considered (either an expanded conservation area or a 

national park; see above) then this area of PTPZL should be incorporated within it.

Private Freehold with Conservation Covenant 1,764.5

Land managed by the Tasmanian Land Conservancy and Bush Heritage for 

conservation purposes. Includes areas within consolidated TLC Skullbone Plains 

property not noted as coventanted when TWWHA Management Plan was drafted.

No change proposed

The TWWHA Management Plan indicates these areas ('transitional' coupes and plantation 

coupe requiring thinning) will be regenerated to native forest. Govt policy statements 

indicate they will become NCA reserves.The UNESCO RMM report recommends "national 

park". The enclaves of PTPZL should therefore be incororated in the surrounding reserve.

Permanent Timber Production Zone Land 942.3
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE TENURE OF TWWHA RESERVES AND OTHER LANDS

Reserve 

number

Existing tenure of reserves and other lands within the 

TWWHA

Area 

(hectares)

Adjacent or 

surrounding 

TWWHA reserve 

numbers

Notes Rationale for tenure change Recommendation

15

Three land parcels on the Central Plateau (two others are Aboriginal-owned; see 

above). Two are remote parcels on Great Pine Tier and the other lies just west of 

Liaweenee. Total approx 242 ha.

Parcels comprise unmodified land completely surrounded by or immediately adjacent to 15.
Acquire any non-Aboriginal-owned freehold parcels if/when they become available for sale and 

incorporate in Central Plateau Conservation Area.

Single very small (1 ha) parcel near Liffey Acquire if/when land becomes available for sale.

2
Gordonvale (80 ha), owned by TLC but no conservation covenant. Surrounded by 

national park (2).
No change proposed

13, 14
Fifteen mostly very small land parcels at Kelly Basin, part of the former town of 

Pillinger. Approx 5 ha.
Parcels comprise unmodified land completely surrounded by 13.

Acquire any parcels if/when they become available for sale and incorporate in Macquarie Harbour 

Historic Site.

Crown Land Public Reserve 3.8 3
River reserve, a corridor of land between west bank of Mersey River and Pine Hut 

Plains private land, which is largely surrounded by national park (3).
Area is contiguous with adjacent national park. 

Could consider adding to Cradle Mtn - Lk St Clair National Park, especially if FPPFL across river (east 

bank) also becomes national park (by addition to Walls of Jerusalem National Park).

Crown land (including land set aside for access purposes - 

such as road reserves)
195.4

Comprises an area atop Tim Shea (surrounding communication facilities), road 

corridors with the TLC's Skullbone Plains private land, and a small area west of 

Derwent Bridge.

No change proposed

7

Comprises the water area of Mersey River below Croesus Cave, immediately adjacent 

to 7. Probably an artefact of tenure boundary drafting using opposite sides of the 

river.

Area is contiguous with adjacent national park. Could consider adding to Mole Creek Karst National Park for neatness but probably not necessary.

(15)
Waters of Kenneth Lagoon, completely surrounded by TLC's Skullbone Plains 

property, presumably excluded from private land for historical reasons.
No change proposed

(15)
Very small slivers of Tumbledown Ck water surface (where mapped as polygons) 

within the TLC Skullbone Plains property, possibly GIS mapping artefacts.

No change proposed but could consider a review of of property boundary to incorporate 

slivers in TLC land, hence neater boundaries with no effective change in management.

Inland Water (Crown Land) 6.3

Private Freehold Approx 330
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