Frequently Asked
Community Questions

Why custodianship
instead of ownership?

The Bill

Aboriginal heritage isn't the same as property which is
‘owned'. It's about people’s connection to Country, culture and
community. The use of the term custodianship recognises that
relationship and the collective responsibility to protect and

manage heritage. Aboriginal people will control how that is
done as the key decision-makers.

Can the Minister veto
Aboriginal decisions?

No.

The Bill proposes that the Aboriginal Heritage Council makes
the decisions. In limited and hopefully rare circumstances
the Minister may, generally on application, act on behalf of
the Council. This is only where the Council decides it will not
consider an application or withdraws from the process.
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Frequently Asked
Community Questions

What powers does the
Aboriginal decision maker have?

The Bill proposes:

That the Council, can refuse or approve applications.
This decision cannot be overruled by the Minister.

The Council could also impose conditions on an application to
ensure that activity proceeds in an appropriate manner and
ensure adequate community consultation be undertaken.

Who will be on the
Aboriginal Heritage Council?

The Bill proposes:

That Council membership will include Tasmanian
Aboriginal people with a range of knowledge, skills
and experiences and statewide representation to make
decisions about Aboriginal heritage across Tasmania.
Council members are appointed by the Minister.
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