Aboriginal Heritage Draft Bill - Key Changes

Current Act (1975)

Draft Bill (2026)

Aboriginal heritage limited to relics

Heritage is recognised as ‘living’ and extends to include
connections to, and between places, and landscapes
and does not require ‘physical’ evidence

Minister decides if proposals that impact
heritage are acceptable

Aboriginal Heritage Council determines applications

Custody of seized objects determined by
Director of Parks

Custody determined by Aboriginal Heritage Council

No applicant Aboriginal consultation
requirements (expectations set out in
standards and procedures)

Applicant must make all reasonable efforts to consult
with each Aboriginal person, as determined by the Council

Adequacy of consultation relevant consideration in
decision making by Council

Limited ability to check compliance with
Act or permits

Audit powers to check permits, management plans or
management agreements

No power to stop harmful activities quickly

Stop work orders can be issued on public and private land

Weak or ineffective protection tools

Strong protection orders can be applied to safeguard heritage

No power to secure land for important sites

Land can be acquired to protect highly significant sites






