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Avian Influenza Carcass Management
Guide for Land Managers

1. Introduction

This guide supports the Tasmanian Avian Influenza Readiness and Response Plan and provides
owners and managers of public land with information on how to dispose of carcasses safely when
they find birds on their owned and/or managed land/s which are suspected to have died from H5
bird flu.

This Guide applies to councils, education facilities, sporting clubs, parks and reserve managers,
small landholders and farms which are not poultry producers.

The information guides and assists land owners/managers to:

o Consider the type of land area on which the carcasses are located including public
accessibility, nearby cultural values and surrounding land uses;

o Be aware of their reporting obligations and how to make a report;

. Determine the safest option for disposal of up to three (3) birds on their property; and

. Understand the assessment process where four (4) or more carcasses are present.

This Guide will be subject to updates as the H5 bird flu response progresses.

2. Land Use Considerations

In the context of avian bird flu carcass management, this guide provides a simple risk matrix for
defining land areas as being categorised as low, medium or high. Table 1 provides land area
descriptor to support land owners/managers to assess their land use in their carcass
management decision-making. For public spaces, land owners/managers may also need to
consider the installation of signage and/or limit public access.
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https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Tasmanian%20Avian%20Influenza%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Plan.pdf
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Table 1. Land Use Risk Matrix

DESCRIPTION Land Risk description

Areas predominantly made up of industrial businesses or factories with a
limited residential population.

Rural areas of low population or contained to private property where exposure
to people or domestic animals is unlikely.

General residential areas including areas of low-medium density population.
Medium Areas adjacent to waterways with low dilution, but with limited likelihood of
exposure to people and limited recreational water use.

Areas of land with high public access.

General residential areas with high density population.

Any area adjacent to municipal water supply intakes or storages, a known
recreational water area during a recreational season, or a pristine waterway.

Low

High

3. Reporting obligations

You should report all instances where you suspect sick or dead birds and other animals (including
mammals) have been affected by HS bird flu.

4. How to report and what to expect when you report

Land owners/managers should report instances of sick or dead wildlife through the online form on
the NRE Tas website or by calling the Emergency Animal Disease (EAD) Hotline (1800 675 888).

You may be asked to provide photographic or video information to the EAD hotline, so take photos
and videos if possible and include details of what you have seen, and the time and location of the
affected birds.

Samples for avian influenza testing may be required, but not in every instance. NRE Tas will
decide which birds are sampled to provide the results needed for the disease response.

If samples are required, NRE Tas will have samples collected by trained personnel.

This poster is a reporting quick reference guide.

Page 2 of 5
Information Sheet | Avian Influenza Carcass Management Guide for Land Managers — October 2026


https://nre.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/animal-health/poultry-and-pigeons/bird-flu/report-sick-or-dead-birds
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Be%20aware%20of%20bird%20flu%20-%20A3%20poster.pdf
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5. Options for Carcass Disposal

At this time, carcass disposal options are defined into the following two groups.

. Group 1 is carcass disposal for 1-3 carcasses; and
. Group 2 is carcass disposal for 4 or more carcasses.

The disposal options for Group 1 are provided in Table 2 - Choosing the safest option for 1-3 birds on
your owned and/or managed property. Remember:

e Keep children and pets away.

e Call the Emergency Animal Disease (EAD) Hotline on 1800 675 888 to report the birds.

e If advised by the EAD Hotline that the bird/s do/es not need to be collected or tested, you are free to
dispose of it in the manner outlined.

The disposal option for Group 2 is provided in Table 3 - Situations where you should not collect or
dispose of the carcass. In circumstances where there are more than 4 carcasses requiring disposal, the
land owner/manager is required to contact the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline 1800 675 888 for advice.

Table 2. Choosing the safest option for 1-3 birds on your owned and/or managed property

Disposal
Option

When it may fit Minimum conditions

The carcass/es are practically inaccessible
to children, the public, pets and livestock;

A low-use site where ) .
there is no water, surveillance or

Leave collection offers no clear .
: ) . environmental concern; access can be
undisturbed benefit or would disturb . . .
wildlife managed; and the site will be monitored.

This is an active management decision - not
‘do nothing’.

Do not bag the carcass/es. Do not bury
within 100 m of a watercourse, wetland,
1-3 small carcass on land you | gam, bore, well, spring or drinking-water

Sl aln G own, occupy or manage, source, or where flooding, waterlogging or
wher.el soil and wgter groundwater contamination may occur.
conditions are suitable. Cover with 300-500 mm of soil and prevent

animals digging it up. Check local
requirements. Instructions on how to
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Disposal
Option

When it may fit Minimum conditions

undertake burial safely on your property are
on the DAFF website.

Double-bag each carcass securely and
place in general waste only. Do not use
1-3 small carcass where the [ recycling or FOGO/organics bins. Keep the
local waste service accepts it. | package secure from people and animals
until collection. Refer to the bin disposal
instructions.

General waste

Table 3. Situations where you should not collect or dispose of the carcasses

Situation What to do

Contact the Emergency Animal Disease
Hotline 1800 675 888 for advice.

Four or.more carcasses, or the number is A disposal pathway will be advised and may
uncertain be either through onsite burial or to an
appropriate landfill facility as the most
appropriate option.

6. Legal framework

A group permit provide a practical and lawful framework for managing disposal activities related to
bird flu.

The Group Permit - Disposal of Avian Influenza Susceptible Animal Carcasses and Other Avian
Influenza Carriers governs disposal pathways.
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/avian-influenza/resources
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/How%20to%20dispose%20of%20a%20dead%20bird%20-%20A3%20poster.pdf
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/How%20to%20dispose%20of%20a%20dead%20bird%20-%20A3%20poster.pdf
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Group%20Permit%20-%20Disposal%20of%20Avian%20Influenza%20Susceptible%20Animal%20Carcasses%20and%20Other%20Avian%20Influenza%20Carriers.pdf
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Group%20Permit%20-%20Disposal%20of%20Avian%20Influenza%20Susceptible%20Animal%20Carcasses%20and%20Other%20Avian%20Influenza%20Carriers.pdf
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DOCUMENT DEVELOPMENT HISTORY

Version Date Build and amendment summary
1.1 October 2026 Permit information added, Table 3 edited
1.0 September 2026 Establishment
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