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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Salmonid aquaculture has become Tasmania’s largest primary industry in the 30 years since its introduction 

to the state. While the Tasmanian salmonid industry (the industry) is comprised mainly of three large, 

vertically integrated companies that grow fish from eggs to harvest and value add to a final product, the 

industry also incorporates and supports an extensive range of external businesses including: feed production, 

pen and net manufacturing, vessel manufacture, processing, transport and logistics, waste disposal, plastics 

recycling, cleaning, the retail sector, and the science, technology and education sectors.    

A major threat to the industry is the introduction of, or emergence of new, infectious disease pathogens in 

Tasmanian waterways. In previous years the introduction and spread of disease in the waters of other 

salmonid farming regions of the world has seen devastating impacts on production levels, the economy, and 

the environment.  

Industry recognises that biosecurity is a critical business risk and proactively managing this risk is vital to its 

future growth and sustainability. In 2014, a voluntary biosecurity program for the industry was introduced 

by the Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association (TSGA). It had been developed in association with Huon 

Aquaculture, Petuna Aquaculture and Tassal, and in consultation with the Tasmanian Government.  

The introduction of the Biosecurity Act 2019 provided framework legislation with a range of mechanisms 

designed to support better biosecurity outcomes for industry, community, and government interests. It 

created the opportunity to further strengthen the voluntary industry program with strong underpinning 

government regulation.   

Accordingly, in cooperation with its membership and an independent global expert in salmon biosecurity1, 

the TSGA reviewed the voluntary industry program and developed a blueprint proposal to provide a basis 

for an over-arching biosecurity model for the regulation of all salmonid operations in Tasmania. In 2019, the 

TSGA submitted the blueprint proposal to the Tasmanian Government as an input into a regulatory 

biosecurity program that could be enforceable under the Biosecurity Act.   

The standards for biosecurity described in this document are the result of a collective effort between 

government and industry and have been designed to support growth of the industry through the identification 

and implementation of fish farming practices that at best prevent and eliminate, or at least minimise, the risk 

of introduction and spread of disease pathogens and pests.    

The biosecurity standards contained in this document - the Biosecurity Program: Tasmanian Salmonid Industry 

(the Program) - are relevant to salmonid farming in Tasmania now. However, it is recognised that 

developments in science and technology, farming techniques and upgrades to infrastructure all provide an 

opportunity to improve biosecurity for the industry heading into the future. For this reason, the Program is 

considered a living document that can be amended or added to from time to time to reflect those 

improvements as they arise.    

 

1 Dr Larry Hammell BSc, DVM (Guelp); MSc (UPEI) 
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1.2 Objective  

The objective of the Program is to improve the overall biosecurity of all salmonid production in Tasmania 

by preventing, eliminating, or minimising (wherever practicable to do so) the risks posed by infectious 

diseases of salmonids and associated aquatic pests.  

The Program sets standards designed to reduce biosecurity risks between growing regions, year classes, 

operators, and individual farms. Where current Tasmanian legislation and historic zoning of fish farms limits 

the implementation of recognised best biosecurity practice, the Program aims to apply operational standards 

that reduce as much as practicable any biosecurity risk. 

Major operators in the industry already self-impose strong measures in the event of an emergency which 

enable rapid response to the detection of endemic, introduced, or new and emerging infectious diseases. 

Inclusion of these measures in the Program means they now apply to all operators across the industry and 

are enforceable under the Biosecurity (Salmonid Biosecurity Zones) Regulations 2022.     

The overall application of the standards contained in the Program also provides for improved fish health and 

welfare outcomes.    

  

1.3 Scope 

The Program sets overarching biosecurity standards to be implemented by all salmonid producers who 

operate in the marine environment, the freshwater environment, or who run a land-based salmonid 

processing facility.  

With respect to inland freshwater hatcheries (including Recirculating Aquaculture Systems) there is a 

degree of regulatory cross-over between existing legislation, the Inland Fisheries Act 1995 (IFA), and the 

new legislation this Program is implemented under, the Biosecurity Act 2019.  

To address the cross-over, the Program recognises that biosecurity in inland freshwater hatcheries 

continues to be managed by the Inland Fisheries Service (IFS). This means biosecurity management of 

broodstock and growth of eggs through to smolt in inland freshwater hatcheries and the approval process 

for transfer of smolt to sea will continue to be provided through IFS regulatory instruments and processes.   

This Program sets the minimum biosecurity standards that are applicable to inland freshwater hatcheries 

that must be addressed through the Fish Farm Management Plan approvals process administered by the 

IFS. The minimum biosecurity Standards are included in Schedule 2: Freshwater Operations Standards of the 

Program for reference and compliment current IFS policies and procedures.  

All of the biosecurity standards in the Program are designed to protect the Industry from the introduction, 

emergence, establishment and spread of aquatic biosecurity risks (pests and disease pathogens) that have 

an adverse effect on fish health, welfare and productivity, and help to protect the wider environment from 

those biosecurity risks. 

The Program aims to achieve the highest possible standard of biosecurity within the Industry and for the 

wider environment by: 

a) Preventing, eliminating or minimising the risk of introduction of biosecurity risks; and 

b) Preventing, eliminating or minimising the risk of spread of biosecurity risks; and 

c) Preventing, eliminating or minimising the impact of endemic, introduced or new and emerging 

biosecurity risks. 
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The Program is not designed to set out or impose specific operating procedures. It is intended that 

individual salmonid producers will independently develop their own operating procedures to comply with 

the biosecurity standards identified in the Program and within the timeframes set by the Program. 

 

 

 

2. Program Specifications 

2.1 Biosecurity risks managed by the Program 

The Program builds upon existing biosecurity measures developed and implemented voluntarily within the 

industry by providing a set of biosecurity standards that are enforceable under the Biosecurity Act 2019. These 

measures (now included in the biosecurity standards) have been designed to mitigate risks posed by the 

introduction, emergence, establishment and spread of aquatic disease pathogens and pests relevant to 

salmonid production. The Program establishes operationally achievable biosecurity standards which protect 

against the impacts of biosecurity events by preventing, eliminating, or minimising them in the first instance.  

 

2.2 Biosecurity matter applicable to the Program 

The biosecurity matter managed under this Program includes all salmonids, in whole or in part, farmed in 

Tasmania by any entity holding a licence or permit issued under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 

1995 and/or the Inland Fisheries Act 1995 to do so. 

For the purpose of the Program the term ‘salmonids’ includes the following species:  

• Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar);  

• Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss);  

• Brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis);  

• Brown trout (Salmo trutta); and  

• any hybrids of these species.  

In accordance with the meanings of ‘biosecurity matter’, ‘carrier’, and ‘dealing’ defined by the Biosecurity Act 

2019, any premises, equipment, feed, water, or other thing used in the farming, transport, treatment, or 

other activity necessary for the culture and processing of salmonids and their products is subject to the 

biosecurity standards determined by this Program.  

 

2.3 Duration, amendment and termination 

The Program will commence on the day it is authorised (signed) by the Secretary of the Department of 

Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania and in accordance with Part 9 – Biosecurity Programs and 

Agreements of the Biosecurity Act 2019. 
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The Secretary may by notice published in the Gazette amend or terminate this Program on his or her own 

initiative or at the request of the Minister. The notice must specify the reasons for the amendment or 

termination. 

 

2.4 Participants in the Program (Salmonid producers)  

The persons, or class of persons, responsible for ensuring the implementation and continued application of 

the standards identified in this Program includes all persons who engage in, or are proposing to engage in, 

the primary production of salmonids.  

The standards contained in this Program do not apply to recreational fishers of salmonids in either freshwater 

or coastal waters.   

 

2.5 Performance of functions under the Program 

Responsibility for implementation, monitoring, maintenance, and enforcement of the biosecurity standards 

contained in this Program is divided between salmonid producers and government. Table 1 identifies the 

parties involved in the Program and the responsibilities they have in relation to the management of 

biosecurity risks and biosecurity impacts. 

 

Table 1: Functions of Responsible Parties 

Responsibilities of salmonid 

producers  

(Salmonid farming entities and their 

employees) 

Implementation of Program requirements in accordance 

with set timeframes 

Monitoring and maintenance of Program requirements 

through regular internal audit processes  

Reporting of biosecurity events and breaches of Program 

requirements 

Ongoing identification and implementation of new or 

improved biosecurity practices   

Application of the General Biosecurity Duty 

Responsibilities of Government 

(The Secretary and Authorised 

Officers) 

Monitoring of compliance with Program requirements 

through a system of regular external/third party audits 

Management of non-compliance with Program 

requirements 

Maintenance of a contemporary Program document that 

supports the industry to implement new or improved 

biosecurity practices  

Manage response in the event of an emergency disease 

detection 
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2.6 Reimbursement provisions 

Reimbursement is not provided for the destruction of any animal or other property under this Program.  

 

2.7 Measuring the effectiveness of the Program 

To ensure the Program is effective in its purpose, it is monitored and assessed against specified criteria to 

determine the level of performance being achieved. Where monitoring indicates a poor level of performance, 
or a failing to meet specified criteria, Biosecurity Tasmania (BT) must conduct a review of the Program and 

the standards to identify the reasons for the poor performance and to establish options that may be available 

to rectify the problem.      

Table 2 identifies the criteria by which the Program will be assessed, and the evidence required to determine 

whether the criteria have been met satisfactorily or not.  

 

Table 2: Measuring the Effectiveness of the Program 

Assessment Criteria Evidence Required 

BT takes action to minimise the potential 

for unintended negative impacts of 

regulatory activities on the salmonid 

industry 

For any proposed changes to the regulatory framework BT 

will work with affected stakeholders and Treasury 

BT ensures the implementation and 

ongoing development of an appropriate 

biosecurity Program for the Industry, and 

the wider environment.   

Development of communications networks with 

stakeholders during development of the Program and post 

implementation.  

Regular monitoring and review of the Program to ensure its 

meeting future implementation targets and maintaining 

current standards. 

Compliance reports feed into the monitoring and review 

process. 

BT provides opportunity for the industry 

to self-monitor compliance with the 

Program, and for 3rd party inspection of 

operators. 

Audit template documents are developed to guide 3rd party 

inspections and assist the industry to meet compliance 

targets.  

Guidance documentation for assessing and dealing with non-

compliance has been developed. 

Regulations describing the Biosecurity 

Zones within which the Program 

operates are maintained accurately 

Regulations are reviewed/remade in accordance with any 

future expansion of the industry. 

The Program is updated in accordance with any expansion 

of fish farming areas in Tasmanian waters. 

Industry is capable of meeting the 

biosecurity standards set by the Program 

Stakeholder engagement during development of the 

Program, and any future revisions of the Program.  

Compliance activities and reports are made post-

implementation and any follow-up actions are undertaken in 

a timely manner.  
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Ongoing communication with the industry post-

implementation. 

The number of introduced biosecurity 

risks detected since implementation of 

the Program. 

Recording and reporting of biosecurity events as required by 

the Program. 

Compliance reports feed into the monitoring and review 

process. 

It will take time to establish a pattern from which 

improvements in performance can be identified. 

Success in containment of the spread of 

biosecurity risks since implementation of 

the Program. 

Biosecurity risks are accurately identified and reported. 

An appropriate system for monitoring the spread of known 

biosecurity risks is established. 

Identify the extent to which the industry, individual 

Biosecurity Zones and companies have contained or 

mitigated biosecurity risks. 

The extent to which the impact of 

endemic, introduced or new and 

emerging biosecurity risks have been 

reduced.  

Accurate recording and reporting of biosecurity events as 

required by the Program. 

The development and implementation of new technologies 

and biosecurity practices (e.g. vaccination programs). 

The number of biosecurity events reported over time. 

 

 

3. Legislation and Regulations 

3.1 Existing primary legislation 

Since its introduction to Tasmania, regulation of salmonid farming has increased corresponding to the rate 

of growth within the industry. As a result, there are a number of regulatory mechanisms already operating 

which manage the impact of the industry on Tasmania’s resources, the community and the wider 

environment.  

This Biosecurity Program has been designed as a high-level program that complements and enhances existing 

regulatory mechanisms, instead of overriding them or replacing them.  

Aside from the Biosecurity Act 2019, the other primary legislation with a responsibility to regulate aquaculture 

in Tasmania includes: 

• Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 

• Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 

• Inland Fisheries Act 1995 

• Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 

These Acts continue to regulate salmonid farming operations and participation in this Program does not 

release a salmonid producer from their responsibility to continue to comply with the licensing requirements 
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of their Marine Farming Licence, Environmental Licence, Fish Farm Licence (freshwater operations), or the 

management controls and conditions put on leases operated under a Marine Farming Development Plan.    

In addition, the Program recognises there may be other technical Government (Commonwealth, State or 

Local) or industry imposed standards that apply to a salmonid producer’s operation. In those circumstances 

it is the responsibility of the salmonid producer to comply with those standards in conjunction with the 

application of the biosecurity standards contained in this Program.  

    

3.2 The Biosecurity Act 

The Biosecurity Act 2019 (the Act) has been introduced with the cooperation of the industry to better address 

disease introduction and transmission concerns. The objectives of the Act are:  

• to ensure that responsibility for biosecurity is shared between government, industry and the 

community; 

• to protect Tasmania from threats posed by pests and diseases to land and water-based industries and 

environments, public health and public amenities, community activities and infrastructure; 

• to provide a robust and fair regulatory framework for biosecurity in Tasmania that is based on sound 

risk assessment and evidence;  

• to give effect to State, national and international biosecurity agreements and strategies, such as the 

Tasmanian Biosecurity Strategy;  

• to facilitate the trade of Tasmanian produce by ensuring it meets national and international biosecurity 

requirements; and 

• to promote compliance with a ‘general biosecurity duty’ through emergency preparedness, effective 

enforcement measures, and communication and collaboration between government, industry, and 

the community.  

The Act also forms part of the Tasmanian Resource Management and Planning System and furthers its general 

objective of promoting sustainable development. That is, to ensure the use and development of our natural 

resources meets the needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs.  

 

3.3 Operation of the Program under the Biosecurity Act 

Regulations (established under s281 of the Act) provide a number of critical elements necessary to manage 

the biosecurity of the industry as a whole. These include: 

1. Identification of discrete Biosecurity Zones used for the culturing and processing of salmonids and 

their products.  

2. Recognition of the Program as a Biosecurity Zone Measure which in turn –  

a. underpins the Program in terms of the Act and ensures the biosecurity standards it sets out 

are enforceable; and 

b. enables the Secretary to amend the Program from time to time.  

https://epa.tas.gov.au/Documents/RMPS_guide_RPDC_2003.pdf
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3. The provision of an Authorisation for the purpose of Part IV of the Competition and Consumer Act 

2010.       

The Program identifies the biosecurity standards that are relevant to each Biosecurity Zone and applies 

those standards, through a system of Schedules, to all salmonid producers in that zone.  

 

3.4 Salmonid Biosecurity Program Standards 

The standards contained in the Program have been designed to strengthen biosecurity practices across all 

areas of salmonid production in Tasmania. For ease of reference, the Program standards are arranged into 

three separate Schedules which are operationally specific: 

  Schedule 1: Marine Operations Standards 

  Schedule 2: Freshwater Operations Standards 

  Schedule 3: Processing Operations Standards 

Unless the contrary intention appears, the standards apply to all salmonid producers and to all primary 

production and processing of salmonids occurring within Tasmania. 

The standards have been adopted through regulations as “biosecurity zone measures” which are enforceable 

(in the respect of the biosecurity zone to which they apply) under section 130 of the Act.  

Appendix 1 provides a map of the Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zones established around Tasmania for the 

purposes of Schedule 1: Marine Operations Standards of this Program.   

 

 

4. General Biosecurity Duty 
The General Biosecurity Duty (GBD) creates an obligation on all Tasmanians and businesses to use 

reasonable standards of care when dealing with any biosecurity matter or carrier.  

Under the GBD, any person dealing with biosecurity matter or a carrier who knows, or ought reasonably 

to know, that a biosecurity risk is posed or is likely to be posed has a legal duty to ensure that, so far as is 

reasonably practicable, the biosecurity risk is prevented, eliminated, or minimised.  

Associated with the discharge of the GBD is the requirement for a salmonid producer to cooperate with 

(and assist) Commonwealth, State and Local Government authorities responding to any suspected or 

confirmed biosecurity event or biosecurity emergency involving the salmonid industry.   

 

5. Program Review Process 
The Biosecurity Program: Tasmanian Salmonid Industry will be subject to a regular review process to ensure 

that the standards contained in the Program remain relevant to salmonid farming in the Tasmanian context. 

As part of the review process the standards may be amended, removed, or added to at the Secretary’s 

initiative or at the request of the Minister.  
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When reviewing the Program, the Secretary may consult with industry groups, other government agencies, 

technical experts, or any other relevant persons to ensure the Program furthers the objectives of the Act. 

Any amendment, or termination, of the Program must be published by notice in the Gazette and the notice 

must specify the reasons for the amendment or termination. 

The updated Program will be made available to the public and industry via the NRE Tas website.   
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 Schedule 1: Marine Operations Standards 
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PART 1: APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION  

MOS 1. Application  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule applies to the following:  

(a) all premises and places within Tasmania where the primary production of salmonids occurs; and  

(b) all persons who engage in, or are proposing to engage in, the primary production of salmonids; and  

(c) all dealings with salmonids other than recreational fishing in state waters or inland waters.   

   

MOS 2. Commencement  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule commences on a day notified by the Secretary 

in the Gazette.   

  

MOS 3. Interpretation   

(1) The Glossary in Schedule 4 defines particular terms and words used in this Schedule.  

(2) All terms used in this Schedule that are defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 (the Act) have the same meaning 

as in the Act.2   

  

PART 2: COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS  

MOS 4. Compliance with general biosecurity duty   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –    

(a) all activities occurring on any premises under the control or management of the producer; and   

(b) all dealings with salmonid fish, salmonid products, salmonid equipment and salmonid waste 

undertaken by or on behalf of the producer –  

are carried out in such a manner as to comply with all relevant legislative requirements, including but not 

limited to, the general biosecurity duty set out in section 70 of the Act.    

 

MOS 5. General compliance with legal directions   

A salmonid producer must comply with all lawful directions and requirements of authorised officers, and any 

biosecurity undertaking the salmonid producer gives, in respect of the operation of a salmonid business.   

 

2 Terms defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 will be hyperlinked where they first appear in a clause of this Schedule. 
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PART 3: INDUSTRY CO-REGULATION AND COLLABORATION   

Division 1: Industry-wide management and collaboration  

MOS 6. Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group   

(1) A Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to be established to provide a forum to facilitate –  

(a) the identification of biosecurity risks to the Tasmanian Salmonid Industry; and 

(b) emergency preparedness, and improvements within industry in respect of salmonid biosecurity; 

and 

(c) the examination of epidemiological data as may be made available from time to time; and 

(d) the identification of salmonid industry priorities for biosecurity related research. 

  

(2) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to –   

(a) include within its membership the senior veterinary staff employed by or on behalf of all large 

salmonid producers operating marine farms within Tasmania; and  

(b) involve the regular participation of the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

  

(3) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group may determine its own practices, procedures and 

proceedings. 

 

(4) Except as may be required or authorised by law, a person participating in the Joint Salmonid Industry 

Health Group must not, either in the course of or arising from that participation, disclose any 

information that relates to trade secrets, or to other matters of a confidential business, commercial 

or financial nature concerning a salmonid producer to another salmonid producer, or to any other 

person.   

  

MOS 7. Biosecurity Zone Management Plans   

(1) All marine salmonid biosecurity zones containing marine farms of more than one salmonid producer 

must be covered by a biosecurity zone management plan which is prepared jointly by all relevant 

producers, approved in writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer, and which addresses the following as 

a minimum:  

(a) planned stocking of marine farms; and 

(b) location of year-classes; and  

(c) fallowing of marine farms.   

(2) A biosecurity zone management plan must be reviewed at least once every five years.  
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MOS 8. Salmonid industry biosecurity certification scheme   

(1) All salmonid producers must participate in an industry-wide salmonid biosecurity certification scheme 

that is approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

(2) The form, functions and other specifications of the salmonid biosecurity certification scheme are to 

be endorsed by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group. 

(3) As a minimum, a biosecurity certification scheme approved under this Standard must –  

(a) require compliance audits of participating salmonid producers to occur at least once every three 

years; and 

(b) commence operation within twelve (12) months of being approved by the Chief Veterinary 

Officer.  

 

Division 2: Enterprise level management  

MOS 9. Biosecurity management plans   

A salmonid producer must prepare and implement a documented biosecurity management plan that –   

(a) is specific to the producer’s salmonid business, and covers all sites and facilities where salmonid 

primary production occurs; and  

(b) is approved in writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer; and  

(c) specifies biosecurity procedures and responsibilities within the salmonid producer’s business; and  

(d) includes a contingency plan designed to respond to biosecurity events, mass mortality events, and fish 

health emergencies; and  

(e) is subject to, at a minimum, an annual internal review process.  

 

MOS 10. Staff training and competency   

A salmonid producer must ensure all relevant staff have completed a level of training in aquatic biosecurity 

that is appropriate to their role and that all marine farming sites have access to persons who –     

(a) are proficient in fish health assessment and sampling techniques; and  

(b) are competent in recognising normal fish behaviour and appearance; and   

(c) have responsibility for implementing and monitoring biosecurity measures at the site.   

 

MOS 11. Internal communications  

A salmonid producer must establish an effective internal communications system and ensure employees and 

contractors at all sites are familiar with processes to report biosecurity or fish health issues to appropriate 

personnel in the operation.   
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PART 4: MONITORING, REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING  

Division 1: Monitoring 

MOS 12. Fish health monitoring  

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) fish within the producer’s marine farms are checked daily (or as often as reasonably practicable on 

marine sites) for signs of disease or abnormal behaviour; and   

(b) as soon as is reasonably practicable, fish mortalities are inspected to determine cause of death, 

findings are recorded, and mortalities are removed from production units; and   

(c) any abnormal findings are investigated. 

 

MOS 13. Water quality monitoring  

A salmonid producer must ensure that water quality parameters for all marine farms under the management 

or control of the producer, as determined by the producer based on the particular culture system for each 

farm or facility (but including dissolved oxygen and water temperature as a minimum) are monitored and 

recorded daily, or otherwise as often as is reasonably practicable.   

  

MOS 14. Detection of biosecurity events   

To promote compliance with section 73 of the Act, a salmonid producer must ensure that any suspected or 

known incidents of the following nature are treated as a suspected biosecurity event:  

(a) any incidence of fish mortalities, that are unrelated to predation, misadventure, environmental event 

or other similar event, affecting greater than 0.25% of fish per day for three consecutive days in an 

individual pen; and  

(b) any incidence of a notifiable, new or unknown disease, or any significant change in the presentation 

of an existing disease; and  

(c) any discovery during marine farming or other operations of any notifiable or suspected invasive 

marine pests, such as any unusual, uncharacteristic or unidentified marine flora or fauna species; and  

(d) any type of incident, event or observation specified by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group for 

the purposes of this standard; and  

(e) any other incident, event or observation that, in the reasonable opinion of the salmonid producer, 

indicates that a biosecurity event has occurred or is likely to occur.   
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Division 2: Notification and reporting  

MOS 15. Notification of biosecurity events   

A salmonid producer must comply with the requirements of section 73 of the Act to notify an authorised 

officer of the occurrence, or likely occurrence, of a biosecurity event as soon as practicable after the 

producer becomes aware of, or reasonably suspects, the occurrence or likely occurrence of the biosecurity 

event.  

  

MOS 16. Reporting events to other salmonid producers   

(1) All salmonid producers operating in a salmonid biosecurity zone must ensure that any type of incident, 

event or observation (and any significant progress in the identification and/or resolution of the issues 

giving rise to the circumstance) specified by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group for the purposes 

of this standard is communicated to all other salmonid producers operating within that zone as soon as 

reasonably practicable. 

(2) Nothing in sub clause (1) above requires or authorises a salmonid producer to disclose any information 

to another salmonid producer that relates to trade secrets, or to other matters of a confidential business, 

commercial or financial nature.  

  

MOS 17. Reporting of fish escapes   

Subject to any contrary requirement in an applicable marine farm licence or environmental licence, a salmonid 

producer must ensure that any escape, or suspected escape, of more than 500 individual fish from a marine 

farm at any one time is reported to an authorised officer as soon as is reasonably practicable after the escape 

occurs or is suspected.   

  

Division 3: Record keeping  

MOS 18. Fish movement records   

A salmonid producer must maintain up-to-date fish movement records that contain the information 

necessary to enable the accurate traceability of salmonid stock being moved from, to and within any area, 

including (without limitation) –   

(a) the date and method of conveyance for each movement; and  

(b) a description of each consignment of fish being moved, including –  

(i) the unique stock-group identification code; and 

(ii) the species and year class; and 

(iii) the estimated count and weight of the fish being moved; and 

(c) for any fish moved from any premises, the premises to which the fish was sent; and  

(d) for any fish brought onto any premises, the premises from which the fish came; and  
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(e) if fish are brought into a salmonid biosecurity zone from a freshwater facility, a copy of –   

(i) the relevant Inland Fisheries Service Transport Approval; or 

(ii) an Inland Fisheries Service Exemption Permit; and   

(iii) all biosecurity certificates issued in respect of the fish.    

  

MOS 19. Mortality records   

A salmonid producer must maintain up-to-date mortality records which record –   

(a) mortality numbers by pen; and  

(b) the likely or suspected cause of mortality based on gross external inspection.  

 

MOS 20. General record keeping   

A salmonid producer must ensure that all records that are maintained by the producer in accordance with 

legislative requirements (including the requirements of this Schedule) are kept for a period of not less than 

five years, in a form and manner (where practicable in a secure electronic format) that enables rapid access 

to the records and information in an emergency.   

 

PART 5: STOCKING AND FALLOWING   

MOS 21. One salmonid species farmed within marine farm   

In any marine salmonid biosecurity zone, other than the Western Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone, 

salmonid producers must ensure that only one species of salmonid is held within a marine farm at any time, 

except where otherwise expressly authorised in writing by the Secretary.  

  

MOS 22. Consistency of biosecurity management standards between salmonid 

species   

A salmonid producer must ensure that, to the extent that it is reasonably practicable and appropriate to 

do so, consistent biosecurity management standards are applied and maintained for all species of salmonids 

under the control or management of the producer, except where otherwise expressly authorised in writing 

by the Secretary.   

  

MOS 23. Single year-class stocking only   

Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Secretary, a salmonid producer must ensure that –    

(a) in any marine salmonid biosecurity zone other than the Northern Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone, 

a marine farm is stocked only with fish of a single year class; and  

(b) salmonid smolt are held with fish of the same window cohort until moved to grow-out farms; and  
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(c) all salmon smolt input into the Western Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone is synchronised and 

carried out in a window period agreed to in the biosecurity zone management plan for the Zone.  

(d) all trout smolt input into the Western Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone is carried out as agreed in 

the Biosecurity Zone Management Plan.  

  

MOS 24. Separation of marine farming structures   

(1) Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Secretary, a salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) all moored marine farming structures (that contain fish) on farms designated as smolt sites within 

3 kilometres of one another hold the same year class and window cohort of fish; and  

(b) any moored marine farming structure (that contains fish) is separated by a distance of at least 

four (4) kilometres from any other moored marine farming structure (in the same or different 

marine farm) holding fish of a different year class.   

(2) Except where provided otherwise in an applicable biosecurity zone management plan, this standard 

does not apply in respect of an established marine farm.  

  

MOS 25. Fallowing   

A salmonid producer must ensure that fallowing of marine farms in any biosecurity zone other than the 

Northern Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone is carried out after all fish have been removed from the 

marine farm, for a minimum 6-week period for salmonid grow-out farms, and 8 weeks for salmonid smolt 

farms, except where otherwise approved in writing by the Secretary.  

 

MOS 26. Prevention of fish escapes   

(1) A salmonid producer must not release into state waters or the adjacent area for Tasmania, any salmonid 

fish, unless authorised to do so under a marine farming licence or a law of the Commonwealth.  

(2) A salmonid producer must take all reasonable and practicable steps to ensure that no salmonid fish (dead 

or alive) escapes, or is released from, any pen or vessel under the control or management of the 

producer.   

 

PART 6: INPUT MANAGEMENT  

Division 1: Salmonid feed  

MOS 27. Suitability of salmonid feed  

A salmonid producer must ensure that any salmonid feed used in the primary production of salmonids by 

the producer is heat-treated to meet accepted industry standards.    
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Division 2: Therapeutant use  

MOS 28. General regulatory compliance for therapeutants   

A salmonid producer must ensure that the use of any therapeutants is in accordance with all applicable 

regulatory requirements and standards under the Act, the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical (Control of Use) 

Act 1995, Veterinary Surgeons Act 1987, Poisons Act 1971, and any other relevant State or Commonwealth law 

governing the prescription and use of agricultural and veterinary medicines.   

  

MOS 29. Management of environmental residues   

A salmonid producer must ensure that levels of antibiotics, or chemical residues present within or outside 

a marine farm derived from therapeutant use on the farm, do not exceed any levels specified in the 

producer’s environmental licence, or in any other relevant legislative requirement or instrument issued by a 

Commonwealth, State or Local Government authority.    

  

MOS 30. Notification, testing and other requirements relating to antibiotics   

A salmonid producer engaging in the use of antibiotics must ensure that –   

(a) prior to the use of an antibiotic, the Chief Veterinary Officer is notified of the proposed use, and 

provided with a copy of any medication authority specific to the stock treatment that has been issued; 

and  

(b) all stock receiving medicated feed is recorded to ensure the correct withholding period (if any) is 

met; and  

(c) all feed equipment used to deliver and distribute medicated feed is appropriately treated after use to 

manage any risk of residual antibiotic entering any other than treated animals; and  

(d) any requirements to undertake residue testing specified in any relevant legislative requirement or 

instrument issued by a Commonwealth, State or Local Government authority are complied with.   

  

PART 7: DEALINGS WITH SALMONID EQUIPMENT AND VESSELS  

Division 1: Vessels  

MOS 31. Movement of vessels between biosecurity zones   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) movement of vessels between marine salmonid biosecurity zones is minimised so far as is reasonably 

practicable; and   

(b) all vessels are effectively cleaned and treated, to prevent, eliminate or minimise so far as is reasonably 

practicable any biosecurity risk posed by the vessel, before being moved from any marine salmonid 

biosecurity zone. 
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MOS 32. Movement of vessels to or from Western Marine Salmonid Biosecurity 

Zone  

A salmonid producer moving any vessel to or from the Western Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone must 

ensure that –   

 

(a) the vessel has a visibly clean hull before entering or leaving the Zone; and  

(b) vessels are slipped for pressure washing and disinfection in accordance with any relevant 

recommendations of the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group before being used on any marine farm 

in another marine salmonid biosecurity zone; and 

(c) all vessels are otherwise cleaned and treated in order to prevent, eliminate or minimise so far as is 

reasonably practicable any biosecurity risk posed by the vessel before being moved to or from the 

Zone.  

 

MOS 33. Well boats   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) well boats under the control or management of the producer are subject to an effective cleaning and 

treatment program, covering a combination of tanks, fish movement pipelines, grading equipment and 

decks according to the age and health status of the fish being held on the boat, and any additional 

standards or recommendations developed by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group; and  

(b) no bathing water from a well-boat is discharged into any waters outside the boundary of a marine 

farm operated by the producer unless it is discharged into waters that are more than four (4) 

kilometres distance from any boundary of another salmonid producer’s marine farm or it has 

undergone an effective treatment process approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer so as to prevent, 

eliminate or minimise so far as is reasonably practicable any biosecurity risk posed by the discharge.  

 

MOS 34. Movement of vessels from, to and within marine farms   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) vessel movements are carried out in a manner that (so far as is reasonably practicable) prevents, 

eliminates or minimises the spread or increase of any pests and disease, both within and from a marine 

salmonid biosecurity zone; and  

(b) ballast water taken on board a vessel from waters within or adjacent to a marine farm is not 

discharged into waters within four (4) kilometres distance of the boundary of another salmonid 

producer’s farm.  

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN


Version 1.0 

Page 26 of 58 

Biosecurity Program – Tasmanian Salmonid Industry  

Division 2: Salmonid equipment  

MOS 35. Movement of salmonid equipment   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) movement of used salmonid equipment (other than a vessel) between marine farms is 

minimised so far as is reasonably practicable; and   

(b) all salmonid equipment has undergone any treatment process that is reasonably necessary to 
prevent, eliminate or minimise (so far as is reasonably practicable) any biosecurity risk likely 

to be posed by the equipment before it is moved between marine farms; and  

(c) records are kept of the movement of any salmonid equipment identified by the producer as 

likely to pose a biosecurity risk, which –  

(i) enable the movements and location of the equipment to be traced; and  

(ii) record information of any treatments or treatment measures the equipment has 

undergone before, during or after its movement. 

 

(2) Used salmonid equipment that is removed from a marine farm, but not the water, must be – 

(a) managed in accordance with subclause (1); and  

(b) be held in a manner that prevents, eliminates, or minimises (so far as is reasonably 

practicable) any biosecurity risk likely to be posed by the equipment to any other salmonid 

producer in the zone.   

 

MOS 36. Diving operations  

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that all diving activity occurring on marine farms is carried out in 

a manner that (so far as is reasonably practicable) prevents, eliminates or minimises the spread or 

increase of any pests and disease, both within and from a marine salmonid biosecurity zone.  

 

MOS 37. Mortality bins 

A salmonid producer must ensure that mortality bins are –   

(a) clearly identifiable as mortality bins; and 

(b) secure and leak-proof; and 

(c) cleaned and treated when emptied; and  

(d) not used for any purpose other than as a mortality bin without being treated and approved by a 

biosecurity certifier.   

 

MOS 38. Treatment of equipment used to carry harvested fish or blood water   

A salmonid producer must ensure that any bin, tanker, or other similar equipment used to transport 

harvested fish and/or blood water –   

(a) is secure and leak-proof; and  
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(b) is subject to an effective treatment measure to prevent, eliminate, or minimise (so far as is reasonably 

practicable) any biosecurity risk posed by the equipment.    

 

PART 8: MOVEMENTS OF LIVE FISH  

MOS 39. Veterinary assessment before movement of fish between marine 

farms   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that movement of any population of live fish between marine farms 

does not occur unless a veterinary biosecurity certifier has issued a biosecurity certificate in respect of 

the fish, which certifies the following matters –  

(a) the fish being from a population of fish on a marine farm that has passed, not more than 28 days prior 

to the day of movement, a health assessment process involving –   

(i) a gross external inspection by a person competent in fish health; and   

(ii) consideration of the disease status of all populations in the respective leases; and 

(iii) appropriate sampling at the discretion of the veterinary biosecurity certifier for laboratory 

testing of each population of fish to be transported. 

(2) A salmonid producer must keep a record of all health inspections carried out, and certificates issued, 

under subclause (1).   

 

MOS 40. Certification of fish from freshwater facility to marine farm   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that no live fish or group of live fish from a freshwater facility is moved 

into a marine salmonid biosecurity zone unless a veterinary biosecurity certifier has issued a biosecurity 

certificate in respect of the fish, which certifies the following matters –  

(a) the vaccination of the fish in accordance with any vaccination program endorsed by the Joint Salmonid 

Industry Health Group and approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer; and 

(b) the fish being from a population of tanks or ponds of fish that has passed, not more than 28 days 

prior to the day of movement, a health assessment process involving –   

(i) a gross external inspection by a person competent in fish health; and   

(ii) consideration of the disease status of all populations in the respective facilities; and 

(iii) appropriate sampling at the discretion of the veterinary biosecurity certifier for laboratory 

testing of each batch, tank or pond of fish to be transported; and 

(c)  the fish being sufficiently seawater adapted for entry into the zone.    

(2) A salmonid producer must keep a record of all health inspections carried out, and certificates issued, 

under subclause (1).   
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MOS 41. Decontamination of live fish transport vehicles   

A salmonid producer must ensure that live fish transport vehicles under the control or management of the 

producer undergo effective treatment measures to ensure any biosecurity risk related to movements from 

the freshwater to marine, or freshwater to freshwater environments are prevented, eliminated, or minimised 

so far as is reasonably practicable.    

 

MOS 42. Movement of live fish in South Eastern and Eastern Marine Salmonid 

Biosecurity Zones   

A salmonid producer must ensure that movement of live fish from any marine farm to another marine farm 

within the South Eastern and Eastern Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zones only occurs –   

(a) via well boat; or 

(b) between farms of the same producer, providing the movement can occur without fish of the salmonid 

producer being moved materially closer to a farm operated by another salmonid producer than 

already exists; or 

(c) where conducted –  

(i) under a permit; or 

(ii) under the direction of an authorised officer; or 

(iii) in an emergency.   

 

MOS 43. Movement of live fish between marine farms in the Western Marine 

Biosecurity Zone   

A salmonid producer must ensure that movement of live fish from any marine farm to any other marine farm 

in the Western Marine Biosecurity Zone only occurs –  

(a) via a tow route that has been consented to by all salmonid producers with a marine farm in the Zone; 

or 

(b) via a tow route that has been approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

 

MOS 44. Prohibition of movement between seawater biosecurity zones   

A salmonid producer must ensure that no salmonids are moved between marine farms in different salmonid 

biosecurity zones, except that salmonids may be moved from the South Eastern Marine Salmonid Biosecurity 

Zone to the Eastern Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zone in that direction only, or where otherwise expressly 

authorised in writing by the Secretary.  

 

MOS 45. Prohibition of movement between seawater and freshwater   

A salmonid producer must ensure that no salmonids are returned to licenced inland fisheries freshwater 

premises from seawater farms.   

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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PART 9: WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Division 1: General 

MOS 46. General requirement for disposal of salmonid waste   

 (1) A salmonid producer must ensure that the storage, treatment and disposal of all salmonid waste 

arising from, or in connection with, the producer’s terrestrial and aquatic operations is carried out – 

(a) according to applicable legislative requirements, and 

(b) in a manner that ensures any biosecurity risk associated with the storage, treatment and disposal is 

prevented, eliminated or minimised so far as is reasonably practicable. 

 

Division 2: Blood water 

MOS 47. Blood water from harvesting 

A salmonid producer must ensure that all blood water from any harvested fish is –   

(a) captured and fully contained; and   

(b) transferred to a processing plant or other appropriate facility for treatment so that any biosecurity 

risk posed by the blood water is minimised; or  

(c) otherwise not directly released into any part of the environment, except in accordance with a permit 

or a direction of an authorised officer.  

 

Division 3: Solid waste 

MOS 48. Removal of fish mortalities   

 (1) A salmonid producer must ensure that all fish mortalities are – 

(a) removed from pens as often as is reasonably practicable; and  

(b) transported by a transporter approved by the Director of the EPA to a disposal site approved by 

the Director of the EPA. 

(2)  All fish mortalities that originate from the Western Marine Biosecurity Zone are to be managed in 

accordance with a general biosecurity direction issued by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

 

MOS 49. Storage of mortalities 

A salmonid producer must ensure that the temporary storage and transport of any mortalities destined for 

disposal is in covered, secure and leak-proof containers that are protected from scavenging wildlife. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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MOS 50. Disposal of harvest transport waste   

A salmonid producer must ensure that any plastic liners and other disposable items used with harvest 

transport containers are disposed of via deep burial, incineration, or other appropriate method approved 

by the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

 

 

MOS 51. Mortality and processing waste not to be used as bait   

A salmonid producer must ensure that no product, mortalities or salmonid processing waste from any 

premises controlled or managed by the producer is supplied for the production of bait or berley.  

 

 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Schedule 2: Freshwater Operations Standards 
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PART 1: APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION  

FOS 1. Application  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule applies to the following:  

(a) all premises and places within Tasmania where the primary production of salmonids occurs; and  

(b) all persons who engage in, or are proposing to engage in, the primary production of salmonids; and  

(c) all dealings with salmonids other than recreational fishing in state waters or inland waters.   

   

FOS 2. Commencement  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule commences on a day notified by the Secretary 

in the Gazette.   

  

FOS 3. Interpretation   

(1) The Glossary in Schedule 4 defines particular terms and words used in this Schedule.  

(2) All terms used in this Schedule that are defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 (the Act) have the same meaning 

as in the Act.3   

  

PART 2: COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS  

FOS 4. Compliance with general biosecurity duty   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –    

(a) all activities occurring on any premises under the control or management of the producer; and   

(b) all dealings with salmonid fish, salmonid products salmonid equipment and salmonid waste undertaken 

by or on behalf of the producer –  

are carried out in such a manner as to comply with all relevant legislative requirements, including but not 

limited to, the general biosecurity duty set out in section 70 of the Act.    

 

FOS 5. General compliance with legal directions   

A salmonid producer must comply with all lawful directions and requirements of an authorised officers, and 

any biosecurity undertaking the salmonid producer gives, in respect of the operation of a salmonid business.   

 

 

3 Terms defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 will be hyperlinked where they first appear in a clause of this Schedule. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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PART 3: INDUSTRY CO-REGULATION AND COLLABORATION   

Division 1: Industry-wide management and collaboration  

FOS 6. Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group   

(1) A Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to be established to provide a forum to facilitate –  

 

(a) the identification of biosecurity risks to the Tasmanian Salmonid Industry; and 

(b) emergency preparedness, and improvements within industry in respect of salmonid biosecurity; 

and 

(c) the examination of epidemiological data as may be made available from time to time; and 

(d) the identification of salmonid industry priorities for biosecurity related research. 

  

(2) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to –   

  

(a) include within its membership the senior veterinary staff employed by or on behalf of all large 

salmonid producers operating marine farms within Tasmania; and  

(b) involve the regular participation of the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

  

(3) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group may determine its own practices, procedures and 

proceedings. 

 

(4) Except as may be required or authorised by law, a person participating in the Joint Salmonid Industry 

Health Group must not, either in the course of or arising from that participation, disclose any 

information that relates to trade secrets, or to other matters of a confidential business, commercial 

or financial nature concerning a salmonid producer to another salmonid producer, or to any other 

person.   

 

FOS 7. Salmonid industry biosecurity certification scheme   

(1) All salmonid producers must participate in an industry-wide salmonid biosecurity certification scheme 

that is approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

(2) The form, functions and other specifications of the salmonid biosecurity certification scheme are to 

be endorsed by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group. 

 

(3) As a minimum, a biosecurity certification scheme approved under this Standard must –  

(a) require compliance audits of participating salmonid producers to occur at least once every three 

years; and 

(b) commence operation within twelve (12) months of being approved by the Chief Veterinary 

Officer.  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Division 2: Enterprise level management  

FOS 8. Biosecurity management plans   

A salmonid producer must prepare and implement a documented biosecurity management plan that –   

(a) is specific to the producer’s salmonid business, and covers all sites and facilities where salmonid 

primary production occurs; and  

(b) is approved in writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer; and  

(c) specifies biosecurity procedures and responsibilities within the salmonid producer’s business; and  

(d) includes a contingency plan designed to respond to biosecurity events, mass mortality events, and fish 

health emergencies; and  

(e) is subject to, at a minimum, an annual internal review process.  

 

FOS 9. Staff training and competency   

A salmonid producer must ensure all relevant staff have completed a level of training in aquatic biosecurity 

that is appropriate to their role and that all freshwater production facilities have access to persons who –     

(a) are proficient in fish health assessment and sampling techniques; and  

(b) are competent in recognising normal fish behaviour and appearance; and   

(c) have responsibility for implementing and monitoring biosecurity measures at the site.   

 

FOS 10. Internal communications  

A salmonid producer must establish an effective internal communications system and ensure employees and 

contractors at all sites are familiar with processes to report biosecurity or fish health issues to appropriate 

personnel in the operation.   

  

PART 4: MONITORING, REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING  

Division 1: Monitoring  

FOS 11. Fish health monitoring  

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) fish within the producer’s freshwater facilities are checked daily (or as often as reasonably practicable) 

for signs of disease or abnormal behaviour; and   

(b) as soon as is reasonably practicable, fish mortalities are inspected to determine cause of death, findings 

are recorded, and mortalities are removed from production units; and   

(c) any abnormal findings are investigated. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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FOS 12. Water quality monitoring  

A salmonid producer must ensure that water quality parameters for all freshwater facilities under the 

management or control of the producer, as determined by the producer based on the particular culture 

system for each facility (but including dissolved oxygen and water temperature as a minimum) are monitored 

and recorded daily, or otherwise as often as is reasonably practicable.   

  

FOS 13. Detection of biosecurity events   

To promote compliance with section 73 of the Act, a salmonid producer must ensure that any suspected or 

known incidents of the following nature are treated as a suspected biosecurity event:  

(a) any discovery during freshwater operations of any notifiable or suspected invasive aquatic pests, such 

as any unusual, uncharacteristic or unidentified aquatic flora or fauna species; and  

(b) any type of incident, event or observation specified by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group for 

the purposes of this standard; and  

(c) any other incident, event or observation that, in the reasonable opinion of the salmonid producer, 

indicates that a biosecurity event has occurred or is likely to occur.   

  

Division 2: Notification and reporting  

FOS 14. Notification of biosecurity events   

A salmonid producer must comply with the requirements of section 73 of the Act to notify an authorised 

officer of the occurrence, or likely occurrence, of a biosecurity event as soon as practicable after the 

producer becomes aware of, or reasonably suspects, the occurrence or likely occurrence of the biosecurity 

event.    

 

Division 3: Record keeping  

FOS 15. Fish movement records   

A salmonid producer must maintain up-to-date fish movement records that contain the information 

necessary to enable the accurate traceability of salmonid stock being moved to or from freshwater 

biosecurity zones, including (without limitation) –   

(a) the date and method of conveyance for each movement; and  

(b) a description of each consignment of fish being moved, including – 

(i) the unique stock-group identification code; and 

(ii) the species and year class; and 

(iii) the estimated count and weight of the fish being moved; and  

(c) for any fish moved from any premises, the premises to which the fish was sent; and  

(d) for any fish brought onto any premises, the premises from which the fish came; and  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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(e) if fish are moved to a marine farm from a freshwater facility, a copy of –   

(i) the relevant Inland Fisheries Service Transport Approval; or 

(ii) an Inland Fisheries Service Exemption Permit; and 

(iii) all biosecurity certificates issued in respect of the fish.    

 

FOS 16. Mortality records   

A salmonid producer must maintain up-to-date mortality records which record –   

(a) mortality numbers by production unit (for example: tanks, incubators, ponds); and  

(b) the likely or suspected cause of mortality based on gross external inspection, taking into account life-

stage.  

 

FOS 17. General record keeping   

A salmonid producer must ensure that all records that are maintained by the producer in accordance with 

legislative requirements (including the requirements of this Schedule) are kept for a period of not less than 

five years, in a form and manner (where practicable in a secure electronic format) that enables rapid access 

to the records and information in an emergency.   

  

PART 5: STOCKING 

FOS 18. Prevention of fish escapes   

(1) A salmonid producer must not release into inland waters any salmonid fish, unless authorised to do so 

under the Inland Fisheries Act 1995.  

(2) A salmonid producer must take all reasonable and practicable steps to ensure that no salmonid fish (dead 

or alive) escapes, or is released from, any freshwater facility under the control or management of the 

producer.   

 

PART 6: INPUT MANAGEMENT  

Division 1: Salmonid feed  

FOS 19. Suitability of salmonid feed  

A salmonid producer must ensure that any salmonid feed used in the primary production of salmonids by 

the producer is heat-treated to meet accepted industry standards.   

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Division 2: Fresh water use  

FOS 20. Fresh water used in freshwater facilities   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that the fresh water used in any freshwater facility operated by 

the producer is –   

(a) sourced from bore-water supplies; or   

(b) otherwise subject to an effective treatment process before its use to ensure that any biosecurity 

risk posed by the water is prevented, eliminated or minimised so far as is reasonably practicable.   

(2) This standard does not apply to a freshwater facility –   

(a) that was constructed prior to the commencement of this standard; or 

(b) that had commenced being constructed prior to the commencement of this standard; or 

(c) that is the subject of an approved development permit issued by a council before the 

commencement of this standard.   

  

Division 3: Therapeutant use  

FOS 21. General regulatory compliance for therapeutants   

A salmonid producer must ensure that the use of any therapeutants is in accordance with all applicable 

regulatory requirements and standards under the Act, the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical (Control of Use) 

Act 1995, Veterinary Surgeons Act 1987, Poisons Act 1971, and any other relevant State or Commonwealth law 

governing the prescription and use of agricultural and veterinary medicines.   

 

FOS 22. Management of environmental residues   

A salmonid producer must ensure that levels of antibiotics, or chemical residues present within or outside 

a freshwater facility derived from therapeutant use on the facility, do not exceed any levels specified in the 

producer’s fish farming licence, or in any other relevant legislative requirement or instrument issued by a 

Commonwealth, State or Local Government authority.    

 

FOS 23. Notification, testing and other requirements relating to antibiotics   

A salmonid producer engaging in the use of antibiotics must ensure that –   

(a) all stock receiving medicated feed is recorded to ensure the correct withholding period (if any) is 

met; and  

(b) all feed equipment used to deliver and distribute medicated feed is appropriately treated after use to 

manage any risk of residual antibiotic entering any other than treated animals; and  

(c) any requirements to undertake residue testing specified in any relevant legislative requirement or 

instrument issued by a Commonwealth, State or Local Government authority are complied with.   

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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PART 7: DEALINGS WITH SALMONID EQUIPMENT 

FOS 24. Movement of salmonid equipment   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) movement of used salmonid equipment (other than a vehicle) between freshwater facilities is 

minimised so far as is reasonably practicable; and   

(b) all salmonid equipment has undergone any treatment process that is reasonably necessary to prevent, 

eliminate or minimise (so far as is reasonably practicable) any biosecurity risk likely to be posed by 

the equipment before it is moved between freshwater facilities; and  

(c) records are kept of the movement of any salmonid equipment identified by the producer as likely to 

pose a biosecurity risk, which –  

(i) enable the movements and location of the equipment to be traced; and  

(ii) record information of any treatments or treatment measures the equipment has undergone 

before, during or after its movement.  

 

PART 8: MOVEMENTS OF LIVE FISH  

FOS 25. Veterinary assessment before movement of fish into or from 

freshwater facility to another freshwater environment   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that movement of any population of live fish between a freshwater 

facility and another freshwater facility, or freshwater environment, does not occur unless a veterinary 

biosecurity certifier has issued a biosecurity certificate in respect of the fish, which certifies the following 

matters –  

(a) the fish being from a population of tanks or ponds of fish has passed, not more than 28 days prior to 

the day of movement, a health assessment process involving –   

(i) a gross external inspection by a person competent in fish health; and   

(ii) consideration of the disease status of all populations in the respective facilities; and 

(iii) appropriate sampling at the discretion of the veterinary biosecurity certifier for laboratory 

testing of each population of fish to be transported. 

(2) A salmonid producer must keep a record of all health inspections carried out, and certificates issued, 

under subclause (1).   

 

 

FOS 26. Egg disinfection   

A salmonid producer must ensure that fertilized eggs moved from a freshwater facility are disinfected before 

entering another freshwater facility, except where in the opinion of a veterinary surgeon, the risk may be 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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managed in another manner. For example, isolation of the eggs and subsequent health assessment of the 

population. 

  

FOS 27. Certification of fish from freshwater facility to marine farm   

(1) A salmonid producer must ensure that no live fish or group of live fish from a freshwater facility is moved 

to a marine salmonid biosecurity zone unless a veterinary biosecurity certifier has issued a biosecurity 

certificate in respect of the fish, which certifies the following matters –    

(a) the vaccination of the fish in accordance with any vaccination program endorsed by the Joint 

Salmonid Industry Health Group and approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer; and  

(b) the fish being from a population of tanks or ponds of fish that has passed, not more than 28 days 

prior to the day of movement, a health assessment process involving –   

(i) a gross external inspection by a person competent in fish health; and   

(ii) consideration of the disease status of all populations in the respective facilities; and 

(iii) appropriate sampling at the discretion of the veterinary biosecurity certifier for laboratory 

testing of each batch, tank or pond of fish to be transported; and  

(c) the fish being sufficiently seawater adapted for entry into the zone.    

(2)  A salmonid producer must keep a record of all health assessments carried out, and certificates issued,   

under subclause (1).   

 

FOS 28. Pre-movement inspection of fish to be moved from freshwater facility  

A salmonid producer must ensure that fish to be moved from a freshwater facility under the control or 

management of the producer are inspected by appropriately trained personnel on the intended day of 

movement, and that where –   

(a) the fish are the subject of a biosecurity certificate; and   

(b) apparent changes in the health condition or status of the fish are observed to have occurred after the 

biosecurity certificate was issued –   

the fish are not moved from the facility until they have been reassessed by a veterinary biosecurity certifier, 

and a new biosecurity certificate has been issued in respect of the fish.     

 

FOS 29. Decontamination of live fish transport vehicles   

A salmonid producer must ensure that live fish transport vehicles under the control or management of the 

producer undergo effective treatment measures to ensure any biosecurity risk related to movements from 

the freshwater to marine, or freshwater to freshwater environments are prevented, eliminated, or minimised 

so far as is reasonably practicable.   
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PART 9: WASTE MANAGEMENT  

Division 1: General 

FOS 30. General requirement for disposal of salmonid waste   

A salmonid producer must ensure that the storage, treatment and disposal of all salmonid waste arising 

from, or in connection with, the producer’s terrestrial and aquatic operations is carried out – 
 

(a) according to applicable legislative requirements, and 

(b) in a manner that ensures any biosecurity risk associated with the storage, treatment and disposal is 

prevented, eliminated or minimised so far as is reasonably practicable. 

 

Division 2: Solid waste 

FOS 31. Removal of fish mortalities 

A salmonid producer must ensure that all fish mortalities are –  

(a) removed from production units (for example: tanks, incubators, ponds) as often as is reasonably 
practicable; and  

(b) transported by a transporter approved by the Director of the EPA to a disposal site approved by the 

Director of the EPA.  

 

FOS 32. Storage of mortalities 

A salmonid producer must ensure that the temporary storage and transport of any mortalities destined for 

disposal is in a covered, secure and leak-proof container that is protected from scavenging wildlife. 

 

FOS 33. Disposal of fish transport waste   

A salmonid producer must ensure that any plastic liners and other disposable items used with fish 

transport containers is disposed of via deep burial, incineration, or other appropriate method approved in 

writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer.   

 

FOS 34. Mortality and processing waste not to be used as bait   

A salmonid producer must ensure that no product, mortalities or salmonid processing waste from any 

premises controlled or managed by the producer is supplied for the production of bait or berley.  

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Division 3: Liquid waste 

FOS 35. Blood water  

A salmonid producer must ensure that all blood water dealt with in a freshwater facility is –   

(a) captured and fully contained; and   

(b) transferred to a processing plant or other appropriate facility for treatment so that any biosecurity 

risk posed by the blood water is minimised; or  

(c) otherwise not directly released into any part of the environment, except in accordance with a permit 

or a direction of an authorised officer.  

 

FOS 36. Secure storage and disposal of wastewater   

(1) Subject to any applicable environmental licence or other legislative requirement, a salmonid 

producer must ensure that any liquid waste, wastewater or effluent other than blood water 

originating from any premises controlled or managed by the producer is not released from the 

premises unless it is treated and disposed of via an appropriate method approved in writing by the 

Chief Veterinary Officer.  

 

(2) This standard does not apply to a freshwater facility –   

(a) that was constructed prior to the commencement of this standard; or 

(b) that had commenced being constructed prior to the commencement of this standard; or 

(c) that is the subject of an approved development permit issued by a council before the 

commencement of this standard.   

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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 Schedule 3: Processing Operations Standards 
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PART 1: APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION  

POS 1. Application  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule applies to the following:  

(a) all premises and places within Tasmania where the primary production of salmonids occurs; and  

(b) all persons who engage in, or are proposing to engage in, the primary production of salmonids; and  

(c) all dealings with salmonids other than recreational fishing in state waters or inland waters.    

   

POS 2. Commencement  

Except where the contrary intention appears, this Schedule commences on a day notified by the Secretary 

in the Gazette.   

  

POS 3. Interpretation   

(1) The Glossary in Schedule 4 defines particular terms and words used in this Schedule.  

(2) All terms used in this Schedule that are defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 (the Act) have the same meaning 

as in the Act.4   

  

PART 2: COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS  

POS 4. Compliance with general biosecurity duty   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –    

(a) all activities occurring on any premises under the control or management of the producer; and   

(b) all dealings with salmonid fish, salmonid products salmonid equipment and salmonid waste undertaken 

by or on behalf of the producer –  

are carried out in such a manner as to comply with all relevant legislative requirements, including but not 

limited to, the general biosecurity duty set out in section 70 of the Act.    

  

POS 5. General compliance with legal directions   

A salmonid producer must comply with all lawful directions and requirements of authorised officers, and any 

biosecurity undertaking the salmonid producer gives, in respect of the operation of a salmonid business.   

  

 

4 Terms defined in the Biosecurity Act 2019 will be hyperlinked where they first appear in a clause of this Schedule. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022
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PART 3: INDUSTRY CO-REGULATION AND COLLABORATION   

Division 1: Industry-wide management and collaboration  

POS 6. Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group   

(1) A Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to be established to provide a forum to facilitate –  

(a) the identification of biosecurity risks to the Tasmanian Salmonid Industry; and 

(b) emergency preparedness, and improvements within industry in respect of salmonid biosecurity; 

and 

(c) the examination of epidemiological data as may be made available from time to time; and 

(d) the identification of salmonid industry priorities for biosecurity related research. 

(2) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group is to –   

(a) include within its membership the senior veterinary staff employed by or on behalf of all large 

salmonid producers operating marine farms within Tasmania; and  

(b) involve the regular participation of the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

  

(3) The Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group may determine its own practices, procedures and 

proceedings. 

 

(4) Except as may be required or authorised by law, a person participating in the Joint Salmonid Industry 

Health Group must not, either in the course of or arising from that participation, disclose any 

information that relates to trade secrets, or to other matters of a confidential business, commercial 

or financial nature concerning a salmonid producer to another salmonid producer, or to any other 

person. 

 

POS 7. Salmonid industry biosecurity certification scheme   

(1) All salmonid producers must participate in an industry-wide salmonid biosecurity certification scheme 

that is approved by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

(2) The form, functions and other specifications of the salmonid biosecurity certification scheme are to 

be endorsed by the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group. 

(3) As a minimum, a biosecurity certification scheme approved under this Standard must –  

(a) require compliance audits of participating salmonid producers to occur at least once every three 

years; and 

(b) commence operation within twelve (12) months of being approved by the Chief Veterinary 

Officer.  

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS150@EN
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Division 2: Enterprise level management  

POS 8. Biosecurity management plans   

A salmonid producer must prepare and implement a documented biosecurity management plan that –   

(a) is specific to the producer’s salmonid business, and covers all sites and facilities where salmonid 

primary production and processing occurs; and  

(b) is approved in writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer; and  

(c) specifies biosecurity procedures and responsibilities within the salmonid producer’s business; and  

(d) includes a contingency plan designed to respond to biosecurity events; and  

(e) is subject to, at a minimum, an annual internal review process.  

  

PART 4: MONITORING, REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING  

Division 1: Notification and reporting  

POS 9. Notification of biosecurity events   

A salmonid producer must comply with the requirements of section 73 of the Act to notify an authorised 

officer of the occurrence, or likely occurrence, of a biosecurity event as soon as practicable after the 

producer becomes aware of, or reasonably suspects, the occurrence or likely occurrence of the biosecurity 

event.  

 

Division 2: Record keeping  

POS 10. General record keeping   

A salmonid producer must ensure that all records that are maintained by the producer in accordance with 

legislative requirements (including the requirements of this Schedule) are kept for a period of not less than 

five years, in a form and manner (where practicable in a secure electronic format) that enables rapid access 

to the records and information in an emergency.   

  

PART 5: DEALINGS WITH SALMONID EQUIPMENT  

POS 11. Movement of salmonid equipment   

A salmonid producer must ensure that –   

(a) movement of used salmonid equipment (other than a vehicle) to and from processing facilities is 

minimised so far as is reasonably practicable; and   

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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(b) all salmonid equipment has undergone any treatment process that is reasonably necessary to prevent, 

eliminate or minimise so far as is reasonably practicable any biosecurity risk likely to be posed by the 

equipment before it is moved to or from any processing facility; and  

(c) records are kept of the movement of any salmonid equipment identified by the producer as likely to 

pose a biosecurity risk, which –  

(i) enable the movements and location of the equipment to be traced; and  

(ii) record information of any treatments or treatment measures the equipment has undergone 

before, during or after its movement.  

 

POS 12. Treatment of equipment used to carry harvested fish or blood water   

A salmonid producer must ensure that any bin, tanker or other similar equipment used to transport 

harvested fish and/or blood water –   

(a) is secure and leak-proof; and  

(b) is subject to an effective treatment measure after each use so that any biosecurity risk posed by the 

equipment is prevented, eliminated, or minimised so far as is reasonably practicable, before it is 

reused.   

 

PART 6: WASTE MANAGEMENT  

Division 1: General 

POS 13. General requirement for disposal of salmonid waste   

 (1) A salmonid producer must ensure that the storage, treatment and disposal of all salmonid waste 

arising from, or in connection with, the producer’s terrestrial and aquatic operations is carried out – 

(a) according to applicable legislative requirements, and 

(b) in a manner that ensures any biosecurity risk associated with the storage, treatment and disposal is 

prevented, eliminated or minimised so far as is reasonably practicable. 

 

Division 2: Solid waste 

POS 14. Disposal of fish transport waste   

A salmonid producer must ensure that any plastic liners and other disposable items used with fish transport 

containers is disposed of via deep burial, incineration, or other appropriate method approved in writing by 

the Chief Veterinary Officer.   

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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POS 15. Mortality and processing waste not to be used as bait   

A salmonid producer must ensure that no product, mortalities or salmonid processing waste from any 

premises controlled or managed by the producer is supplied for the production of bait or berley.  

  

Division 3: Liquid waste 

POS 16. Blood water management   

A salmonid producer must ensure that all blood water dealt with on any premises controlled or managed 

by the producer is –   

(a) contained and treated so that any biosecurity risk posed by the blood water is prevented, eliminated 

or minimised; and 

(b) not released from the premises into any part of the environment, except in accordance with a permit 

or a direction of an authorised officer.  

 

POS 17. Secure storage and disposal of liquid waste   

Subject to any applicable environmental licence or other legislative requirement, a salmonid producer must 

ensure that any liquid waste, wastewater or effluent other than blood water originating from any premises 

controlled or managed by the producer is not released from the premises unless it is treated and disposed 

of via an appropriate method approved in writing by the Chief Veterinary Officer.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Schedule 4: Glossary 

 

the Act means the Biosecurity Act 2019 and includes all regulations and other subordinate legislation made 

under the Act;   

adjacent area for Tasmania, has the same meaning as within Schedule 1 of the Crimes at Sea Act 1999; 

antibiotic means a registered medicine that will selectively kill, prevent or inhibit growth of susceptible 

bacteria and other microbes. These chemicals are listed in the World Health Organisation AWaRE 

Classification of Antibiotics to be found at; https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/2021-aware-

classification; 

blood water means any liquid containing fish blood resulting from the slaughter and processing of fish;  

broodstock means mature salmonids that are kept for the purpose of producing salmonid eggs and 

offspring;  

Director of the EPA means the Director, Environmental Protection Authority appointed under section 

18 of the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994;  

environmental licence has the same meaning as in the Environmental Management and Pollution Control 

Act 1994;   

established marine farm means a marine farming lease (lease) that has been granted in accordance 

with the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 under the relevant marine farm development plan process 

prior to the date of introduction of the Standards. For the avoidance of doubt this includes leases 

where a marine farming licence has been granted in accordance with the Living Marine Resources 

Management Act 1995 and leases that were previously operational but which have been fallowed.   

fallowing of a marine farm, means to leave the area unstocked for a period;  

freshwater facility means any facility constructed and used on a premises to hold live salmonids in 

fresh water, but does not include –   

(a) a conveyance such as a well boat or live fish vehicle; or   

(b) a pen used for the occasional freshwater bathing of fish on a marine farm;   

full-time salmonid handler means an individual who directly engages in the primary production of 

salmonids –  

(a) as an employee or agent of a salmonid business; and  

(b) for 38 hours in a week;  

inland waters has the same meaning as in the Inland Fisheries Act 1995; 

Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group means the Joint Salmonid Industry Health Group established 

under this Program; 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1999-011
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/2021-aware-classification
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/2021-aware-classification
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-110
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large salmonid producer means the proprietor of a salmonid business that employs fifty or more full-

time salmonid handlers;   

legislative requirement means a requirement under the Act and any other relevant Act;   

marine farm includes: 

(a) a marine farm within the meaning of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995; and 

(b) any area or part of state waters or the adjacent area for Tasmania where marine farming 

occurs under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 or a law of the Commonwealth 

that corresponds with the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995;  

marine farming has the same meaning as in the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 

marine farming licence has the same meaning as in the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995  

mortality or mort means the body of a dead fish that has died from unknown or unconfirmed causes, 

injury or disease;  

pen includes any pen, cage, tank or other constructed enclosure used to hold live salmonids within any 

natural or artificial waterbody;  

primary production of salmonids means any of the following activities, either alone or in combination:  

(a) the growing, cultivating, picking, harvesting, collecting or catching of salmonids;  

(b) the on growing of salmonids;  

(c) the transportation or delivery of salmonids;  

(d) the holding of live salmonids;  

(e) salmonid processing;  

proprietor of a salmonid business means –  

(a) the owner of, or the entity carrying on, the day to day operation of the salmonid business; or  

(b) if that entity cannot be identified, the person apparently in charge of the salmonid business;    

recreational fishing has the same meaning as in the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995  

salmonid means fish of the following species, in part or whole, and whether dead or alive:   

(a) Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar); and   

(b) Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss); and  

(c) Brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis); and  

(d) Brown trout (Salmo trutta); and  

(e) any hybrid of the species above;  

salmonid business means a business, enterprise or activity comprising in whole or in part, the primary 

production of salmonids, regardless of whether the business, enterprise or activity concerned is of a 

commercial, research, charitable or community nature;   

salmonid equipment includes -    

(a) marine farming equipment, within the meaning of the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995; and  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025#GS3@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1995-025
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(b) any equipment, conveyance, structure and other material that is used in the primary production 

of salmonids at a premises other than a marine farm;  

salmonid processing, other than the cooking or handling of seafood to prepare a meal for a person or 

the sale or service of seafood by way of retail, includes –  

(a) the killing, cutting or gutting of salmonids; and  

(b) the scaling, skinning or filleting of salmonids; and  

(c) the cooking, including steaming or boiling, of salmonids; and  

(d) the brining of salmonids; and  

(e) the curing, smoking or crumbing of, or addition of other food to, salmonids; and  

(f) the packing, treating, washing, freezing, refrigerating, canning or storing of salmonids; and 

(g)  other similar activities;   

salmonid producer means the proprietor of a salmonid business;   

salmonid product means any animal product comprising or containing salmonids;  

salmonid waste means any organic or inorganic waste or disposable material arising from the primary 

production of salmonids;   

smolt means a juvenile salmonid of any species, at the stage of its life-cycle when it may begin its migration 

from freshwater to seawater;  

smoltification means the series physiological changes whereby juvenile salmonid adapt from living in 

freshwater to living in seawater;   

therapeutant means a chemical that has a remedial effect and is used for the purpose of combating fish 

diseases;  

used salmonid equipment means salmonid equipment that has been used in the primary production of 

salmonids and which has been, or could be expected to have been, in contact with the salmonids (in 

whole or in part, including salmonid by-products) or the water they have been held in;  

veterinary biosecurity certifier  means a biosecurity certifier who is a veterinary surgeon   

well boat  means a vessel designed for the bulk transportation and treatment of live fish, having a 

compartment or well that allows water to enter and where fish can be kept alive. 

window period means a specific period, comprising 120 contiguous days, in which smolt are transferred 

to a marine farm; 

window cohort of fish, means a group or cohort of fish that were transferred to a marine farm in the 

same window period;  

year class of fish means a group or class of fish that were introduced into state waters or inland waters 

in the same calendar year. 

 

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-022#GS8@EN
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Appendix 1 

Map of Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zones around Tasmania5: 

 

Note: This map provides a visual representation of the boundaries of each marine farm development plan and does 

not represent the total water space occupied by active farms. 

 

5 Source: LISTmap - Land Information System Tasmania (thelist.tas.gov.au) 

https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map
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Marine Salmonid Biosecurity Zones are established under the Biosecurity (Salmonid Biosecurity Zones) 

Regulations 2022 and are based on marine farm development plan areas (represented here by the dark blue 

shading). 

The South Eastern Biosecurity Zone incorporates 5 marine farming development plans including: 

D’Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon River, Storm Bay North, Storm Bay off Trumpeter Bay North Bruny 

Island, Pipe Clay Lagoon, and the Tasman Peninsula and Norfolk Bay.  

The Eastern Biosecurity Zone incorporates 2 marine farming development plans including: Great Oyster 

Bay and Mercury Passage, and Blackman Bay. 

All other zones are comprised of a single marine farming development plan.  

The Regulations establish the Furneaux Islands Biosecurity Zone because the relevant marine farming 

development plan recognises that the area is suitable for finfish production. It should be noted that at the 

time of making the Regulations there was no finfish production, or planned finfish production, occurring in 

the zone.   
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