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Purpose 
The following report provides a summary of the submissions received on the Discussion Paper: Towards a 
10-Year Salmon Plan (the Discussion Paper), made available for public comment between 15 July and 31 
August 2022. 

Brief Overview of Discussion Paper 
Strategic Drivers 
The Discussion Paper introduced relevant global sustainability context for the industry including project 
global population increases, food security, the United Nations Development Goals and the key role of 
fisheries and aquaculture, as well as the opportunities that ocean development can contribute.  

The Discussion Paper presented a range of national policies that direct and support the development of 
Tasmania’s policies for the State’s aquaculture sector. Overviewed were the National Strategy for Ecological 
Development; National Fisheries Plan 2022 – 2030; National Aquaculture Strategy 2017-2027; and AQUAPLAN – 
Australia’s National Strategic Plan for Aquatic Animal Health. State Policies overviewed included the Industry 
Growth Plan for the Salmon Industry 2017; the legislative framework for aquaculture (Refer to associated 
Paper Addendum A) and the Legislative Council Government Administration Committee “A” Inquiry into 
Finfish Farming in Tasmania.  

Policy Outcomes 
The Discussion Paper outlined Government’s aquaculture aspirations for 2033 which includes enabling a 
vibrant salmon industry – one that continues to strive to be resilient and innovative. It proposed that to 
enable this, Government policy could seek to achieve the following outcomes:  

1. The community’s understanding of the aquaculture regulatory framework and confidence in planning, 
operational and environmental compliance decisions is improved.  

2. Intergenerational economic, social, and environmental opportunities are enhanced.  

3. Healthy Ecosystems are maintained through robust environmental and biosecurity frameworks.  

4. Independent and robust scientific evidence continues to inform planning and operational decisions.  

5. Research and innovation assist climate change resilience and continuous improvement of practices.  

6. Well-considered, planned, and progressive production opportunities are adopted.  

7. Resilient businesses across the supply chain, benefiting from sector opportunities.  

These outcomes would support the broader objectives of the Tasmanian Resource Management and 
Planning System. 

Preliminary Engagement 
The Discussion Paper (and related Addendum B) provided an overview of feedback received through early 
engagement with targeted stakeholder groups. These stakeholders represented industry, businesses across 
the supply chain, environmental non-government organisations, Natural Resource Management 
organisations, community groups, and state and local government organisations. 
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Consultation process 
On 15 July 2022, interested stakeholders were invited to share their feedback on the Discussion Paper 
through a web-based submission process and/or online feedback session (to provide verbal feedback).   

Public notices were published in the three major daily newspapers in Tasmania, NRE Tas social media 
channels, the biosecurity advisory email service and media releases. A targeted stakeholder group was also 
notified via email.   

The Government’s Response to the Legislative Council Government Administration Sub-Committee “A” 
Report on Finfish Farming in Tasmania was released during the consultation period on 16 August 2022. 
Those who had already provided a written submission on the Discussion Paper were invited to update 
their submission. 

Consultation closed on 31 August 2022. 

Submissions 
275 web-based submissions and two (2) verbal submissions were received. Of these: 

• 37 submissions requested they be treated wholly confidential. 
• Eight submissions requested names be withheld but their submission be published.  
• Two submissions had no text or attachment. 
• Four sets of submissions were repeat submissions (submissions 81 and 82, 131 and 132, 177 and 178, 

207 and 208). 
• Submissions 191, 199, 203, 204, 207, 208, 210, 214, 219, 244 and 245 contained similar or repeated 

text. 

In accordance with Tasmanian Government policy1 the name (or the name of the organisation) of each 
submitter has been published unless otherwise requested. In the absence of a clear indication that the 
submission was intended to be treated as confidential (or parts of the submission), the Department has 
treated submissions as public. If submissions requested that they be treated as confidential, whether in 
whole or in part, these have not been published to the extent of that request. The Department has not 
published, in whole or in part, submissions containing defamatory or offensive material. If submissions 
included information that could enable the identification of other individuals, then either all or parts of the 
submission has not been published. 

Submissions received can be viewed in Attachment 1 – Submissions Index. 

Assessment 
The primary aim of the Discussion Paper was to canvas the views of stakeholders to inform the 
development of the Draft Plan. All submissions were reviewed and considered in the formulation of the 
principles, priority outcomes, and strategic pathways identified in the Draft Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan, 
as well as the early actions identified in the Draft Workplan.  
 

 
1 Publication of submissions received by Tasmanian Government Departments in response to consultation on major policy 
matters | January 2018 | Tasmanian Government | Available at dpac.tas.gov.au. 
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In some submissions, general statements of positive or negative sentiment were received without 
supporting evidence, use of examples or references to specific elements of the Discussion Paper. While 
such opinions are respected and considered, it is not always possible to undertake detailed analysis of 
unsupported statements. 
 
The consideration was whether the submissions were a statement; or whether it provided feedback on the 
Discussion Paper and/or proposed focus areas; or included suggested actions that could be incorporated 
into a Draft Workplan.  
 
If the submission was a statement, it was reviewed to see if it could inform policy principles or materially 
contribute to the Draft Plan, with these suggestions noted. If not, the statement was removed from further 
consideration.  
 
If the submission contained feedback and/or proposed actions, it was reviewed to see if it could inform the 
policy principles, materially contribute to the Draft Plan, or become a future action. 
 
If the submission also raised a specific issue, such as reports of marine debris, these were raised with the 
relevant branch or authority for further investigation.  
 
In considering submissions outlined in this report, the following should be noted: 
• The submissions have been provided by stakeholders and have not necessarily been endorsed by NRE 

Tas. 
• Not all suggestions have been included or can be linked in the Draft Plan. 

 

Stakeholders 
Submissions received from interested stakeholder fell into these broad categories: 

• Aquaculture industry associations 
• Commerce and business groups 
• Community groups  
• Consumer outlets 
• Individuals 
• Industry companies and businesses across 

the supply chain 
• Industry workforce  

 

• Local government 
• Non-government organisations 
• Other Tasmanian businesses 
• Salmon industry representative groups 
• Tertiary and research institutes  
• Environmental activist groups 
• Residents of Flinders Island 

 

 
  














































