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Welcome to our December newsletter, and what an issue
we have in store for you.

It has been a year of highlights, with many milestones reached by our project team...

Legislative reform with the Waste and Resource Recovery Act and the Container Refund Scheme Act
Launch of the Recycle Rewards name and logo
Supporting local businesses and community through the Circular Economy Fund
Stop Food Waste Australia Partnership

The Waste and Policy Projects Team attended the Waste and
Resource Recovery Forum (WMRR) in Launceston. The forum
provided the opportunity for NRE Tas to update the industry on
developments in relation to waste across numerous areas
including waste education, co-investment in industry, the waste
levy and upcoming legislative reform. 

Attendees heard of a number of significant projects and potential
opportunities in the waste industry, which are currently being
developed - phasing out of problematic single-use plastics,
informing the sector on progress towards the 2023 launch of the
container refund scheme 'Recycle Rewards,' and maintaining our
focus on food waste, organics, and infrastructure. 

 

Waste Management and Resource Recovery Forum in
Launceston



NRE Tas has undertaken a challenging legislative reform agenda , including the development of new legislation,
including: 

Waste and Resource Recovery Act 2022 and Waste and Resource Recovery Regulations. 
This included, for the first time in Tasmania, the implementation of a levy paid on all waste that goes to
landfill.
Container Refund Scheme Act 2022 and Container Refund Scheme Regulations (in development). 
An initiative that will reduce litter and promote recycling instead. 
We are also developing new legislation to address problematic single-use plastics and its associated
regulations .
We have reviewed the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 and undertaken
amendments (that have facilitated the separation of the independent EPA) and will soon commence a full
review of the Act which will involve broad consultation across industries and the public.

Through investment and partnerships, we have managed Government investment through implementing grant
schemes partnering with industry and businesses to drive the development of our circular economy .

Initiatives funded through the Circular Economy Fund have included: 

a grant to Dulverton Waste Management Authority to transform the existing open-air compost system into
an enclosed, fully controlled system .
A grant to Barwicks to establish a regional organic waste processing facility in the south of Tasmania .
Up to $3 million has been committed to partner with industry to develop a rubber crumbing plant to address
waste tyres in Tasmania – an Expression of Interest is currently open for this grant program .
Assistance has been provided to the remote councils (Flinders Island, West Coast and King Island
arrangements are being finalised) to assist them with improving recycling infrastructure and services with
matched Federal funding through the Remote/Regional Recycling Modernisation Fund .
Under the Recycling Modernisation Fund, we have also facilitated grants together with private investment to
boost Tasmania’s plastics recycling capability .
And we will soon be releasing a targeted plastics recycling grant.

Find out more >>

The Tasmanian Government is calling on the community to rethink using single-use plastics in an effort to protect
our environment.

This December kicked off a campaign to raise awareness of the types of single-use plastics that are in our daily

Legislative reform

How else have we achieved changes in the management
of waste resources?

Problematic single-use plastics

https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management


lives and some of the small changes individuals can make during the festive
season to help reduce pollution. 

Many events over summer are showcasing reducing waste and single-use
plastics, including the Taste of Summer in Hobart, Wooden Boat Festival in
Hobart and Festivale in Launceston . These events provide opportunities to
educate people about how they can help ahead of phasing out single-use
plastics by 2025. 

Keep an eye out on social media for our campaign ...

Find out more >>

The Tasmanian Government container
refund scheme is known as Recycle
Rewards .

Tasmania is aligning with all other
states and territories and introducing a
new container refund scheme. It is
intended the scheme will operate
across all our regions with a variety of
options for drop-off and redemption. 

 Our progress to date on this program
has been:  

developing new legislation to enable the new scheme. Legislation has passed and regulations are being
drafted to support the implementation of the Act .
an Expression of Interest process was run to attract organisations to tender for the Scheme Coordinator
and Network Operator  roles, followed by a Request for Tender process, which has now closed. Tenders are
currently being assessed.  

Find out more >>

Highlighting the collaboration between the Department and the Waste and Resource
Recovery (WRR) Board, the panel of Government Agency speakers at this year's
Launceston waste and resource recovery conference was joined by the Hon Pam
Allan, Chair of the WRR Board. Pam highlighted the release of the inaugural draft
Tasmanian Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy for public consultation. The draft
strategy sets a vision of “Tasmania – a place where nothing is wasted”, and is

Recycle Rewards

Waste and Resource Recovery Board - Draft Strategy

https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/problematic-single-use-plastics
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/recycle-rewards


intended to position Tasmania to take advantage of the global shift towards circular and sustainable economic
systems. The draft strategy is available from the Board’s new website.

Feedback on the Draft Strategy closes on the 31 January 2023. 

Find out more >>

What else is happening?

Registrations for the current round of Business Resource Efficiency Program (BREP2) are still open

Through the Business Resource Energy Efficiency Program (BREP), Renewables, Climate and Future Industries
Tasmania (ReCFIT) will work with businesses to:

reduce emissions intensity;
adopt innovative practices;
support businesses to manage financial and climate risks; and,
strengthen economic and investment opportunities/competitive advantage of Tasmanian small- and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the transition to a low-carbon economy.

Participation in BREP is free, and it will provide participants with many useful resources, connections and practical
skills for improving resource efficiency and reducing emissions.

Find out more >>

Food plays a crucial role in shaping our identities and it is highly celebrated
in Tasmania. However, we also waste a lot of it—and at an alarming rate.

Each year up to 40 per cent of food never gets eaten and nearly all the food
waste ends up in landfill, where it rots and releases methane, a form of
climate pollution that is up to 86 times more potent than carbon dioxide.

The Too Good To Waste campaign not only highlights the amount of food
wasted in our State, but also the effort and resources it takes to bring food
into Tasmanians homes—understanding how and where our food comes
from can act as a powerful motivator to value Tasmanian produce and
reduce waste at home.

Find out more >>

Business Resource Efficiency Program

Too Good To Waste campaign

Caddy liners - what is legit ... certified organic

https://wrr.tas.gov.au/
https://businessactionlearningtas.com.au/brep/
https://www.eatwelltas.org.au/our-work/too-good-to-waste-episode-one/


Biodegradable plastics

Biodegradable plastics can be converted into water, carbon dioxide (CO2)

and biomass over time. However, the length of time required for degradation
is highly dependent on environmental conditions. A subset of biodegradable
plastics is compostable plastics which are defined by the standard
conditions and timeframe under which they will biodegrade. Compostable
plastics are the only type of biodegradable plastic that should be placed in
FOGO bins.

Compostable plastics

In Australia, compostable bioplastic products are certified under either AS5810 (home composting), or AS4736-
2006 (commercial composting). While compostable plastics certified for home composting can be processed by
commercial composting (i.e. in your FOGO bin), commercial composting certified products should not be used in
home composting.

Oxo-degradable plastics

Oxo-degradable (fragmentable) products are not biodegradable or compostable. Oxo-degradable products should
not be placed in FOGO or home compost. This is because they break down into tiny plastic fragments
(microplastics) that persist in the environment.

Our community

The Tarremah Steiner School Sustainability Team were very
pleased with the results of their efforts to reduce waste at their
2022 Spring Fair, which hosted approximately 1500 attendees.
The lemonade and coffee shop stalls used washable crockery
and cutlery and careful planning was made to ensure that other
food vendors used only Australian Standard compostable bowls,
plates and coffee cups and lids, and wooden forks and spoons. 

This year the team really focussed on getting labelling right to
help people choose the correct bin. Cross-contamination was
very low compared to the previous year, where manual sorting
was required.

Results for 2022 were : 51kg of food and compostable service
ware, 52 kg of glass for recycling and a mere 3.6 kilos of waste to landfill.
Compostables will be dealt with on-site for use in the school garden.

Waste education resources

There is a lot of community interest and concern about waste and litter, particularly in

Susteinerbles school fair waste management



recent years as people witness huge volumes of waste going to landfill and the threat
that litter poses to marine wildlife.  With catalysts such as the ABC program ‘War on
Waste’ and restrictions on recyclables that could previously be sent to Asia, people at
home, at work and at school are looking for ways to reduce their environmental
footprint.  

READ MORE

UCTV Alive for Kids - "Wonderful
Ways with Waste Wool"

UCTV Alive for Kids is hosted by the Peter Underwood
Centre, you can explore YouTube videos of hands-on
activities to support education around paper, plastic and
wool waste.  

Watch on YouTube

To get our future newsletters

Register with us
 

Thank you for your interest in Tasmania's Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives.  

Have you been forwarded this email? REGISTER HERE if you would like ongoing updates. 

Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives Project Team 

REGISTER NOW

You have received this email as you have previously been connected to our work. If you wish to unsubscribe from
future emails, please let us know by emailing us at Waste.Initiatives@nre.tas.gov.au
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