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Deer Farming 

Changes in the Nature Conservation (Deer Farming) Regulations 2022 

• Licence to Operate a Deer Farm:  The previous regulations specified that a Notice to 

Operate is to be provided to deer farmers whose facilities meet the requirements of the 

legislation, thereby authorising them to operate a deer farm.  

The 2022 Regulations replace the Notice to Operate with a Licence to operate a deer farm for a 

period of five years prior to which the deer farmer may apply for renewal of the licence.  This 

provides for a clearer approval and renewal process and allows for the imposition of conditions 

relating to the facilities and operation of a deer farm and the farm deer to be kept on the farm.  

• Conditions on Licence to Operate a Deer Farm: The previous regulations did not allow for 

additional conditions to be imposed that would reduce any threat or risk of deer escaping into 

locations outside the traditional deer range where a wild deer population might pose a significant 

threat to the natural, social or economic values of the area. 

The 2022 Regulations allow for the Secretary to include conditions relating to the facilities and 

operation of a deer farm and the farm deer to be kept on the farm to reduce the risk of escape of 

farm deer in areas where they can pose a threat to public safety, primary production or the 

environment.  These conditions may relate to stocking rates, sex or reproductive status of stock, 

or the provision of handling facilities.  

• Cancellation and Suspension of a Deer Farm Licence: The previous regulations did not 

specifically allow for a Notice to Operate to be cancelled or suspended if a significant breach of 

the regulations occurs, such as the persistent failure to maintain fences.  

The 2022 Regulations allow the Secretary to cancel or suspend a Licence to operate a deer farm 

where a significant breach of the legislation occurs.  Any such decision by the Secretary to cancel 

or suspend a Licence is subject to judicial review. 



 

 

 

• Provision of Deer Handling Facilities: The previous regulations did not require deer farms to 

have facilities that enable the safe and humane handling of individual animals to allow appropriate 

care of stock or to facilitate the safe movement of animals onto or off the farm.  This has resulted 

in animal welfare issues and made difficult the de-stocking of deer farms. 

The 2022 Regulations allow for deer farmers to be required, as a condition of their licence to 

operate, to provide appropriate deer handling facilities that enable individual deer to be separated 

from the herd, restrained in a safe and humane manner and loaded onto or off a vehicle for 

transport.  The Secretary has discretion as to how this requirement is enforced through the deer 

farm licence.   

• Identifying Farm Deer: The previous regulations contained no requirement for farmed deer to 

be identified by marking or tagging, thereby limiting the ability to identify and trace the source of 

deer found in non-traditional and peri-urban areas. 

The 2022 Regulations give the Secretary discretion to require marking or tagging of deer on a 

deer farm using an appropriate method approved by the Secretary so as to establish ownership of 

those deer.  

 

• Sale of Live Deer: The previous regulations allowed a deer farmer to sell a live deer to any 

individual, including one who is not authorised to operate a deer farm.  This is an issue as 

purchasers may not have the appropriate facilities to contain and manage the deer.  

The 2022 Regulations require the disposal of a live farm deer only to a person, who is either 

authorised to operate a deer farm, or to process farm deer.  All deer farmers are required to 

keep records of farm deer kept or transferred to or from a deer farm. 

 

• Hunting at Deer Farms: The previous regulations allowed hunting on deer farms but did not 

define how this hunting may be done.  This allowed inconsistencies to develop between what are 

considered humane hunting practices when hunting wild deer and those applying when hunting on 

a deer farm. 

The 2022 Regulations require that hunting deer on deer farms must be done in a manner 

consistent with how wild deer are hunted unless the Secretary determines otherwise. 

 

• Abandonment of a Deer Farm: The previous regulations contained no provisions for the 

management of abandoned deer farms or the deer that they may contain. 

The 2022 regulations clarify how a deer farm that the deer farmer has ceased to operate is to be 

managed to ensure the welfare of the deer and minimise the risk of their escape. 

  

 

 

 


