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SUMMARY 

Discussion Paper: Towards a  

10-Year Salmon Plan.  
 

What is its purpose?  

The Discussion Paper describes the strategic drivers for 

the industry, proposes policy outcomes and presents 

focus areas for consideration.  

We want to hear your views to help inform a Draft 10-

Year Salmon Plan.   

In addition to the feedback received through this Discussion Paper, the Department will be directly 

engaging with key industry stakeholders to ensure the draft 10-Year Salmon Plan is relevant and fit 

for purpose.  

 

What are the strategic drivers for the aquaculture sector? 

The 10-Year Salmon Plan will help frame the strategic policy settings that will apply to the State’s 

salmon industry, which currently dominates our broader aquaculture sector.  There are national 

policies that direct and support the development of Tasmania’s policies for the State’s aquaculture 

sector, this includes the National Aquaculture Strategy 2017-2027 and National Fisheries Plan 2022 – 

2030. 

 

Please share with us: 

1. Considering the international and national context, what principles do you think should 

guide the future Salmon Plan in Tasmania? 

 

 

How do I have a say? 

• Read the Discussion Paper 

• Make a formal submission 

• Join an online feedback session 

More information can be found at 

www.nre.tas.gov.au/salmonplan 

Submissions close  

24 August 2022 

 



Department of Natural Resources and Environment 

 

Email: salmonengagement@nre.tas.gov.au 

www.nre.tas.gov.au/salmonplan  Page 2 of 5 

The Government’s aquaculture aspirations for 2033 includes enabling a vibrant salmon industry – 

one that continues to strive to be sustainable, resilient and innovative.  To enable this, Government 

policy could seek to achieve the following outcomes: 

1. The community’s understanding of the aquaculture regulatory framework and confidence in 

planning, operational and environmental compliance decisions is improved.   

2. Intergenerational economic, social, and environmental opportunities are enhanced.   

3. Healthy ecosystems are maintained through robust environmental and biosecurity frameworks.  

4. Independent and robust scientific evidence continues to inform planning and operational decisions.  

5. Research and innovation assist climate change resilience and continuous improvement of 

practices.  

6. Well-considered, planned, and progressive production opportunities are adopted.  

7. Resilient businesses across the supply chain, benefiting from sector opportunities. 

These outcomes would support the broader objectives of the Tasmanian Resource Management and 

Planning System.   

 

Please share with us:  

2. What additional outcomes do you think could enable a sustainable, resilient and innovative 

salmon industry?  

3. What do you think are the key actions required to deliver the proposed outcomes?  
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What are the focus areas? 
 

Please share with us your views on the following focus areas. Questions are prompts only. 

Submissions need not address all questions specifically and can address areas not listed here. 

 

 

Building Science 

Knowledge 

Research improves the understanding of 

interactions between salmon farming and the 

environment, and the outputs of scientific 

research are used to inform planning and 

regulation of the industry. 

4. What further science research priorities 

could support the Tasmanian salmon 

industry in 2033? 

Governance and 

Regulation 

In the past few years there have been a 

number of changes to the governance and 

regulatory framework for the industry, 

including separation of the Environment 

Protection Authority from the Department 

of Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania. 

5. How could best practice land use 

planning support integrated land and 

water access arrangements? 

 

6. What more could be done to 

continuously improve and apply best 

practice regulation? 

 

7. What actions could assist the Tasmanian 

community, stakeholders and markets to 

understand the regulatory regime that 

applies to aquaculture in Tasmania? 

Circular 

Economy, 

Waste and 

Emissions 

Reduction 

Effective and efficient waste management is 

critical for the industry. The ultimate goal of 

a circular economy is minimising or 

eliminating the need for new materials and 

eliminating waste wherever possible. 

Climate change is a significant issue requiring 

action from governments, industry, and 

communities. 

8. Are there barriers to progressing circular 

economy, waste reduction, and resource 

recovery initiatives in the aquaculture 

sector, and what actions could be 

undertaken to help overcome these? 
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What are the focus areas? (continued) 
 

Please share with us your views on the following focus areas. Questions are prompts only. 

Submissions need not address all questions specifically and can address areas not listed here. 

 

 

Community 

Engagement 

Effective stakeholder engagement, 

transparency and community relations are 

key issues for aquaculture, and the salmon 

industry in particular.  

The Tasmanian Government is committed to 

Resetting the Relationship with Tasmanian 

Aboriginal people. 

9. What actions would support, promote 

and encourage effective stakeholder 

communication, relationship building and 

connectedness? 

 

10. How can Tasmanian Aboriginal people 

be provided with opportunities to 

contribute and benefit from the 

aquaculture sector? 

Return to 

Tasmanian 

Community 

The Government’s policy position in relation 

to the new 10-Year Salmon Plan includes a 

review of industry fees and charges to ensure 

full cost recovery and an appropriate return 

to the Tasmanian community. 

11. What factors will need to be considered 

when determining an appropriate rate of 

return from industry? 

 

12. How might Government use fee settings 

to create incentives for industry? 

Skills Training 

and Workforce 

Development 

As with many other industries, a strong and 

skilled workforce is an integral part of 
developing a modern and competitive 

aquaculture sector.  The industry has 
become more sophisticated, requiring 

diverse and specialised skills across the 
supply chain.  

 

13. What skills training and workforce 

development will be needed to support 

the aquaculture industry, including 

salmon across the supply chain, over the 

next 3 to 5 years and towards 2033? 

 

14. Are there specific training needs to 

support contemporary regional 

workforces? 
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What are the focus areas? (continued) 
 

Please share with us your views on the following focus areas. Questions are prompts only. 

Submissions need not address all questions specifically and can address areas not listed here. 

 

 

Research and 

Innovation 

New research and innovation activities could 

support salmon farming further offshore in 

deep waters, including Commonwealth 

waters, and increase farming onshore. 

15. What research and innovation 

priorities will support the Tasmanian 

salmon industry over the next decade? 

 

16. What opportunities exist to improve 

public communication and engagement 

with research involving aquaculture? 

Advanced 

Manufacturing, 

Investment and 

Market 

Development 

The Government has a focus on building 

capacity, value adding and providing the right 

conditions for businesses to succeed and 

remain competitive. 

17. What further investment could be 

considered to support industry 

competitiveness and innovation to 

ensure it remains sustainable in 

Tasmania in the long term?  

 

18. Looking ahead to the potential 

aquaculture sector of 2033, what 

initiatives could support the adoption 

of emerging technologies and 

practices? 

Future 

Production 

Future growth lies in land-based and offshore 

salmon farming, with significant interest in 

this. Existing salmon farming leases are 

predominantly located in sheltered coastal 

waters (inshore).  

Climate change will need to be considered 

when planning the next decade of operations. 

19. What further planning research could 

better support where and how salmon, 

and other aquaculture products, are 

produced sustainably in Tasmania, 

both now and in 2033? 

 


