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Effective shooting strategy paramount
Research conducted by the 
Alternatives to 1080 Program 
reveals that the damage to 
pastures by browsing wildlife 
could cost several tens of 
millions of dollars annually. 

Managing these impacts requires a holistic 
and integrated approach, of which 

developing an effective shooting strategy is 
paramount.

Shooting is Tasmanian farmers’ main tool for 
browsing reduction. When done effectively 
(with the right shooting operator, the right 
tools and the correct approach) it can 
achieve great results. However it seems that 
despite best intentions even apparently 
intensive shooting strategies can have little or 
no effect on pasture losses. 

A key part of developing a successful strategy 
is identifying your problem and having clear 
goals and objectives. These should not be 
measured in hours spent undertaking shooting 
activities; nor an attempt to take a certain 
number of a particular game species. They 
should focus on what the strategy is trying to 
protect, normally the pasture or crop. It is 
imperative that the monitoring of a shooting 
strategy as part of your overall browsing 
control strategy will directly monitor the 
amount of lost production due to wildlife. 
Any other way measuring your success could 
be a false economy.

Quality shooting is another key, and will provide 

Effective shooting should be part of an 
integrated browsing management approach, 
which combined with fencing and other tools 
can provide great returns for your 
investment. Be proactive, not reactive. Have a 
varied approach to your shooting program. 
Set up your farming operation to incorporate 
effective shooting. 

Try to manage your browsing wildlife 
problem on a scale that goes beyond your 
property boundaries. Better outcomes will 
be achieved if a collaborative strategy can be 
formed with neighbours. 

Finally the success of (and need for) your 
shooting program will be reflected in the 
amount of pasture available for your stock, so 
this needs to be closely monitored. 

For more information visit 
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/browsingmanagement

Jonathan Knox:  Ph 0417 754 590; email 
Jonathan.Knox@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

much better results than just lots of shooting. 
It is important to only take shots that will result 
in a clean kill, for humane reasons and also to 
minimise the risk of encouraging avoidance 
behaviour which would make your task more 
difficult. Investment in a good rifle and a high 
quality scope will dramatically increase your 
effectiveness. Regular cleaning and sighting 
will also optimise your ability to make 
significant reductions in browsing populations.

Farmers often find it hard after long days in the 
paddocks to spend another several hours 
conducting shooting operations, and as their 
age increases factors such as deteriorating 
eyesight will mean that it could be beneficial 
to pay for contract shooters. Farmers can also 
consider approaching recreational shooters 
to assist, or look at other options such as 
fencing and trapping.

Setting up your farm to incorporate effective 
shooting will include the establishment of 
fence lines (not necessarily boundary fences). 

Installed correctly these fences can funnel 
wildlife populations into areas advantageous 
for shooting. When used in conjunction with 
wallaby gates, you can close off escape options 
as desired, allowing you to greatly reduce 
browsing populations directly impacting your 
operation. Using free feed stations can also 
bring the animals into a favourable area.

Another key is to fit your ATV or vehicle 
with shooting racks and rifle rests to assist 
with accurate vehicle-based shooting. Having 
convenient spotlight holders and ammunition 
stores also increases shooting efficiency. 
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