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Q: When do applications open?
A: 15 December 2022

Q: When do applications close?
A: 15 January 2023

Q: How do I apply?
A: Application forms are online and are submitted electronically from the Tasmanian Public Land hunting ballot 
section of the NRE website.  When you submit your application, you will receive a confirmation email with your 
registration number. Look for this number when checking results

Q: When will I know if I have been successful?
A:  A spreadsheet of results will be posted on the website by 24 January 2023.  The spreadsheets will display 
registration numbers only.

Q: Can I hunt in a group?
A: Yes, you can hunt in a group of up to 4 people.  You only need to apply once on behalf of the whole group

Q: Does my group all need to complete an application form individually?
A: NO.  Nominate one person in the group to apply on behalf of the whole group.  Duplicate applications will be 
deleted.

Q: How are hunting places selected?
A:  Hunting allocations will be issued subject to a random ballot process for each hunting period and Reserve(s) you 
have nominated. There will be no option of swapping the preferred dates or Reserve(s) you are allocated.

Q: How many preferences can I nominate?
A: The applicant will have the ability to nominate no more than 5 preferred hunting blocks, and up to 6 hunting dates.  
There are 9 reserves to choose from.

Q: Where can I find information on the areas offered for this hunting ballot?
A: The Reserves information page on the https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/management-of-wildlife/game-
management/game-hunting-requirements/public-land-fallow-deer-ballot/deer-hunting-ballot-reserve-areas

Q: Are there any restrictions on the reserves?
A: Yes, the East Coast reserves (Tooms lake, Buxton River & Castle Cary) cannot be hunted until 1 March 2023 due to 
eagle nesting sites within the reserves.  This may affect you if you select these reserves for week 1.

Q: How long can I hunt if I am successful in the ballot?
A: Hunters are allocated one week which run from Wednesday to the following Tuesday.  Apart from week 1 of the 
male season which will run from Saturday to Tuesday, and the final week of the male season which will run from 
Wednesday to Sunday.

Q: Where do I find information on the areas and nearby facilities?
A: Game Services are working on the production of an online booklet to provide information on the hunting areas 
including camping areas, nearby facilities, mobile service quality.  In the meantime, talk to the nearest parks office, 
use google and talk to other hunters who have been there.

Q: What happens if a party member is unable to make the allocated ballot? 
Can you substitute someone in? 
A:No, someone cannot be substituted in if they were not included in the 
original application.
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Q: Can someone come along in a non-hunting capacity?
A: Yes, these are public reserves to which the public has access. However, non-hunters are not authorised to 
carry firearms. They cannot participate in the pickup or handling of any deer taken if they do not have a 
Tasmanian hunting licence.

Q: Are people allowed access to their allocated reserve to scope it out before the season? 
A: Yes, reserves can be accessed most of the year. You must not carry a firearm when scoping out areas or any 
time other than your allocated ballot session.

Q: If hunting on a reserve with other groups what safety precautions are there? Will they be sectioned off to 
different areas? 
A: To ensure hunter safety, all hunters on Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) and 
Hydro Tasmania (HT) managed land must wear some form of hi-visibility/blaze orange clothing (i.e. hat, vest) to 
be more identifiable to other hunting parties. It is important that all hunters are vigilant and exercise due care to 
ensure that safety is maintained at all times. 

Q: What time can I enter my allocated ballot spot?
A: You can arrive early, but you cannot carry firearms other than within your authorised time period. It is also 
important not to disturb others who may be hunting on the balloted areas. Preferably arrive no earlier than the 
night before and leave no later than the day after of your authorised week.

Q: Am I able to camp at my allocated ballot spot?
A: Yes, overnight camping is permitted in reserves. 

 Q: Can we have a campfire at our allocated ballot sites?
A: Fires are not to be lit. Cooking by gas or liquid fuel stove only.

Q: Will we be provided with directions/ maps to our allocated site?
A: Maps, access and safety information can be found on the Reserves page

Q: Will there be a ballot for the antlerless (doe) season?
A: Access to public land for hunting antlerless deer will be allocated through an online booking system that 
opens for bookings February 2023.

Q: What if my vehicle registration changes? 
A: This is not an issue. Please contact Game Services Tasmania so we can make a note of the change and you can 
proceed as normal. 

Q: Can I use a quad bike on the reserve? 
A: Yes, however it must be registered. Remember to keep noise to a minimum and be considerate of other 
hunters. 

Q: Can I shoot an antlerless deer, in addition to a stag, on my reserve? 
A: Yes, you can shoot an antlerless deer on a public reserve but only when you 
are on your authorised reserve and within the dates authorised.

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/2021%20Public%20land%20deer%20hunting%20ballot%20stag%20allocations.pdf
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/management-of-wildlife/game-management/game-hunting-requirements/public-land-fallow-deer-ballot/deer-hunting-ballot-reserve-areas
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