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Environmental Standards for  

Tasmanian Marine Finfish Farming 2023 

What are the environmental standards for Tasmanian Marine Finfish 

Farming? 

The Environmental Standards for Marine Finfish Farming 2023 are a set of management conditions that will 

apply to marine finfish farming in Tasmanian waters. They have been released for public consultation as 

Draft Environmental Standards. 

Where can I find out about the Consultation Draft of the 

Environmental Standards for Marine Finfish Farming?  

The Draft Environmental Standards and the accompanying Explanatory Paper may be viewed and 

downloaded online.  

A printed copy of the Draft Environmental Standards is also available for viewing on the ground floor of the 

Department’s offices at 134 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania, 7000 and on request from Launceston, 

Prospect Office.   

When will the Environmental Standards take effect? 

The Environmental Standards will take effect when all in scope submissions have been considered and any 

necessary changes have been approved by the Minister. Transition periods may apply to some elements of 

the Environmental Standards 

The Environmental Standards must be tabled in both Houses of Parliament as disallowable instrument, 

allowing for parliamentary scrutiny. 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/FINAL%20Consultation%20Draft%20Environmental%20Standards%202023.pdf
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/FINAL%20Explanatory%20Paper%20-%20draft%20Environmental%20Standards%20Tas%20Marine%20Finfish%20Farming%20Feb%202023.pdf


 

Page 2 of 3 

Frequently asked questions  

Will the approved final Environmental Standards be made public? 

Yes, the Environmental Standards, when finalised, will be available on the Department website. The draft 

Environmental Standards for public consultation are available on the Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment Tasmania’s website. 

Within the Draft Environmental Standards, what is the difference 

between ‘Offence Provisions’ and ‘Standards Conditions’?  

Offence provisions apply to all environmental licence holders and holders of a marine lease. Some offence 

provisions, for example baseline environmental assessment, apply prior to the issuing of an environmental 

licence. 

Standards conditions apply when included in an environmental licence issued by the EPA Board or 

Director.  

There may also be additional conditions included in an environmental licence.  Failure to comply with an 

environmental licence condition is an offence under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 

1994. 

What are Technical Standards and when will they be developed? 

The Technical Standards referred to in the Draft Environmental Standards will describe acceptable 

scientific methods for environmental assessment, measurement, monitoring and data management in 

marine finfish farming. 

The EPA is expected to develop relevant Technical Standards within a two-year period from the making of 

the Environmental Standards.    

The EPA will seek comment from industry, experts and relevant consultants when developing Technical 

Standards that may affect their activities. 

As Technical Standards are completed, they will be published on the EPA website and a notice placed in 

the Government Gazette.  

How can I have a say on the Draft Environmental Standards? 

Submissions on the Draft Environmental Standards will be accepted through one of two options only:  

1. completion of the online survey form; or 

2. email copy of your submission to environment.policy@nre.tas.gov.au with ‘finfish environmental 

standards consultation’ in the subject line. 

Submission will only be accepted via the above stated means. 

 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculture/salmon-farming/draft-aquaculture-standards/environment/have-your-say
https://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculture/salmon-farming/draft-aquaculture-standards/environment/have-your-say
https://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculture/salmon-farming/draft-aquaculture-standards/environment/have-your-say/consultation-survey-on-the-draft-environmental-standards-for-tasmanian-marine-finfish-farming-2023
mailto:environment.policy@nre.tas.gov.au
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When is the deadline to have a say? 

Statutory public consultation is for six weeks only and ends at close of business on Tuesday 21 March 2023 

(5pm).  

Will my submission be made public? 

Yes. All in scope submissions will be published on the Department’s website unless they are marked 

‘confidential’. A report on the result of the consultation will also be prepared and published on the 

Department’s website. 

No personal information, other than the name of the individual or organisation making a submission, will 

be published.  

Will there be environmental standards for other industries? 

The Environmental Standards for Marine Finfish Farming are the first to be developed.  

Under recent changes to Tasmania’s Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994, the Minister 

may also make environmental standards for the purpose of managing other significant activities, industries, 

chemicals and pollutants, and will give consideration to which issues may be appropriate for inclusion in 

any future environmental standards.  

 


