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CATCHMENT YIELD SCIENCE UPDATE PROJECT 

(PHASE 1)  

This project supports Rural Water Use Strategy actions 1.1 and 1.4 

 

The effects of climate change are predicted to impact on catchment yields as well as on 

the timing of water demand and reliability of water supply. Climate change projections 

currently used in catchment yield modelling in Tasmania, whilst still very useful, are dated 

and may not fully inform us of the future risks to our water resources.  

Phase 1 of the Catchment Yield Science Update Project will investigate the: 

• availability of current and contemporary projections of climate change; and 

• methods to incorporate these projections when updating estimates of catchment 

yield in test catchments, to determine suitability for state-wide implementation. 

Updating our surface water modelling to account for contemporary scientific knowledge 

of climate change projections will better inform future water resource assessments, water 

management planning, water infrastructure planning and water allocation decision making. 

Phase 1 of this project includes: 

 Mid 2022  Delivery of engagement workshops which bring together key 

stakeholders to investigate climate change questions and needs to 

inform future surface water modelling requirements in Tasmania. 

 Early 2023 Delivery of research and analysis of findings that will inform future 

modelling options and recommendations to update hydrological 

estimates for catchment yields in Tasmania. 

 Mid 2023 Consider the scope for a potential Catchment Yield Science Update Phase 

2 Project. Phase 2 would provide new Tasmania-wide catchment yield 

estimates utilising updated future climate change projections. 

For more information about the Rural Water Use Strategy, please visit this link.    

Phase 1 of this project is funded by the Australian Government through the National 

Water Grid Authority, in partnership with the Tasmanian State Government. 

The Catchment Yield 

Science Update Project 

(Phase 1) will identify 

contemporary climate 

change projection datasets 

to update hydrological 

estimates for Tasmania. 

Findings from this research 

will inform future state-wide 

surface-water modelling to 

support water managers, 

business and community 

make informed decisions for 

a water secure and 

sustainable future. 

The project forms one of 

three critical water science 

projects to underpin our 

knowledge base and support 

a range of actions under the 

Tasmanian Government’s 

Rural Water Use Strategy. 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-legislation-policies-and-strategies/rural-water-use-strategy

