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TASMANIAN GROUNDWATER ASSESSMENT 

PROJECT  

This project supports Rural Water Use Strategy actions 1.1 and 1.2 

In Tasmania, estimates of groundwater use range from 10 to 30 percent of all 

consumptive water use. In some areas of the State, access to groundwater is 

commercially important, and is the principal source of summer water for 

consumptive uses. There are also parts of Tasmania where groundwater inflows to 

rivers have been identified as the dominant contributor to summer river baseflows. 

It is important to that groundwater extraction does not adversely impact on water 

availability for other water users, the maintenance of river baseflows or groundwater 

dependent ecosystems. 

Groundwater sustainable yields and use, aquifer properties and recharge across 

Tasmania is not well understood due to the complexity of Tasmania’s 

hydrogeological conditions.  

Enhancing our understanding of groundwater use risks and opportunities will help 

better inform water users and responsible water managers to underpin resilient 

agriculture and primary industries. This includes identifying where and how additional 

infrastructure investment may contribute to existing industries. 

 

The Tasmanian Groundwater Assessment Project will be completed by late 2024. 

Key outcomes of this project include: 

Delivery of detailed scope and project plan. 

Delivery of a state-wide desktop groundwater risk assessment tool. 

Delivery of targeted case-study groundwater research to improve 

information on groundwater use and interactions between surface water 

and groundwater. 

For more information about the Rural Water Use Strategy, please visit this link.    

This project is co-funded with the Australian Government through the National 

Water Grid Authority, and with the assistance of the Natural Resources and 

Environment Tasmania within the Tasmanian State Government. 

The Tasmanian Groundwater 

Assessment Project will 

improve our knowledge of 

risks and opportunities for 

groundwater use, and linkages 

between surface water and 

groundwater to manage them 

in a more integrated way. 

This project will support NRE 

Tas and responsible water 

managers to make informed 

groundwater policy and 

management decisions for a 

water secure and sustainable 

future. 

The project forms one of 

three critical water science 

projects to underpin our 

knowledge base and support a 

range of actions under the 

Tasmanian Government’s 

Rural Water Use Strategy. 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-legislation-policies-and-strategies/rural-water-use-strategy

