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Define urban drainage in the interpretation. 
 
 
 
 

This could provide delineation of areas of a 
municipality the draft act is intending to 
regulate and those that are not intended to 
be regulated. 

Consideration to include wording to 
recognise Natural water or natural 
stormwater that has been concentrated to 
protect property and buildings from flooding. 

Natural water or natural stormwater that has 
been concentrated or caused to be 
concentrated or redirected to an area/s that 
was not subject to natural flows needs 
regulating to prevent a nuisance to property 
and buildings . E.g. Where land has been 
built up and natural water flow, which does 
not align with the interpretation of a 
waterway has been redirected unnaturally. I 
am not entirely sure that this is the intent of S 
22 or not. (It is understood water flow will be 
altered with building development however 
buildings will be drained reducing 
uncontrolled run-off.) 
 

If the proposed Act makes provision for 
areas defined as urban what head of power 
is available to a Council to regulate drainage 
in any other area?  
 
 

 

What relevance is the provision under 
Section 8 (4) for assets to be transferred to a 
water and sewerage corporation? 
 

 

13 (1) (b) Protection of stormwater assets is 
proposing a 2 metre clearance from the outer 
edge of any stormwater systems of the 
Council or such distance determined by the 
Council. 

S 160 of the Building Act 2000 requires a 1 
metre clearance from drains, Building 
Regulation 4 (a b) (v) requires a 1 m 
clearance from a drain or service easement, 
Plumbing Regulation 34 says a person must 
not carry out plumbing work over or within a 
service easement without the consent of the 
appropriate authority and the current Drains 
Act 1954 specifies a 1 metre clearance as 
well.  The issue is buildings and prescribed 
work has historically been permitted to be 
built within one metre of the main stormwater 
drain and up to the edge of an easement.  
Proposed legislation introduces a level of 
ambiguity with conflicting requirements 
referenced in other legislation that deals with 
development. 

Section 14 (2) Specifies a minimum time 
period of 28 days to remove a connection, 
rectify any damage or desist from 
discharging material into the stormwater 
system. 

The time period should be a discretionary 
period depending on the type of connection 
or material being discharged to the sewer. A 
28 day period would be an unacceptable 
time in the event the material discharging to 
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the stormwater system was a pollutant that 
would otherwise connect to the sewerage 
system or be disposed of other than via a 
drain.  Section 23 (2) references the same 
time period which is also be inappropriate. 
 

S 19 (2) & (3) Empowers Councils to permit 
discharge of stormwater into a system other 
than a Councils’ stormwater system. 

The wording requires amending as Councils 
are not the authority for systems other than 
stormwater systems.  

Section 22 Requirement to Connect: - says a 
Council may by notice require a property 
owner to connect the property to a 
stormwater system to reduce the risk of 
flooding to that or to other properties.  

In addition to requiring property to be 
connected the words stormwater run-off from 
buildings and private stormwater system 
should be included ensuring the intent of 
protecting properties from concentrated run-
off is regulated. 
 

Section 23 (2) Specifies a minimum time 
period of 28 days to remove a connection, 
rectify any damage or desist from 
discharging material into the stormwater 
system. 

The time period should be a discretionary 
period depending on the type of connection 
or material being discharged to the sewer. A 
28 day period would be an unacceptable 
time in the event the material discharging to 
the stormwater system was a pollutant that 
would otherwise connect to the sewerage 
system or be disposed of other than via a 
drain.   

S 24 requires that a property owner must 
ensure stormwater is not discharged from a 
private stormwater system so that it is likely 
to cause a nuisance to a neighbouring 
property or its residents. 

Stormwater is defined as run-off that has 
been concentrated by means of a drain or 
drains. This does not include run-off from the 
other forms of drainage that makes up a 
private stormwater system which could 
equally cause a nuisance. Appears wrong 
use of wording and the word stormwater 
should be substituted with a word more 
appropriate to clearly describe the nuisance. 
There is a case for defining natural water or 
natural stormwater.  
 

 


