Guidelines for
Applicants of Scientific
Permits
Authority to Take Native Flora in Tasmania

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division
Email:
Threatened Native Plants:
ThreatenedSpecies.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
Non-Threatened Plants on Reserved Lands:
FloraPermit.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
Visit: www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation
Published August 2015
Copyright State of Tasmania 2015

Table of Contents
1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF NATIVE PLANTS
IN TASMANIA ................................................................................................................................... 2
1.1

What are permits?........................................................................................................................... 2

1.1.1

What is the meaning of take? ................................................................................................. 2

1.2

Is a permit required to take native flora for your proposed activity?............................................. 2

1.3

Do you require other permits, approvals and/or licenses? ............................................................ 3

2. PERMIT APPLICATION GUIDELINES .................................................................................................... 5
2.1

Applying for a permit to take native flora ....................................................................................... 5

2.2

Legal obligations .............................................................................................................................. 5

2.3

How soon can a permit be obtained? ............................................................................................. 5

2.4

If I am issued with a permit what does it mean? ............................................................................ 5

2.5

How to fill out the application form ................................................................................................ 6

2.5.1

Who is the permit for? ............................................................................................................ 6

2.5.2

What do you want to do and why? ......................................................................................... 7

2.5.3

What do you want to take? ..................................................................................................... 7

2.5.4

Where do you want to take from? .......................................................................................... 7

2.5.5

What will the plant material be used for? .............................................................................. 8

2.5.6

Where are you going to keep the material you have collected? ............................................ 8

2.5.7

Risk assessment ....................................................................................................................... 8

2.6

How to submit completed form ...................................................................................................... 9

3. GUIDELINES USED FOR ASSESSING SCIENTIFIC PERMIT APPLICATIONS ............................................... 9
ATTACHMENT 1, BIOSECURITY ASSESSMENT INFORMATION FOR PERMIT APPLICANTS ........................ 10
Overview of biosecurity planning for any research or management activity ....................................... 10
What level of controls are appropriate? ............................................................................................... 10

Guidelines for Applicants of Scientific Permits – Flora

1

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON PERMIT
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF NATIVE
PLANTS IN TASMANIA
The Information provided in this document is to help establish if you need a permit to take flora species for
Scientific, Educational, Artistic or Management purposes in Tasmania. If required, material is provided to help
complete a Permit Application form (for permits issued by the Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, DPIPWE),
further information is offered on how to access information on permitting that may be required for the taking of flora
for other purposes, and for permits administered by other agencies.

1.1 What are permits?
A permit is a legal document that gives authority for a person (including incorporated bodies) or persons to
undertake certain activities that are otherwise legally not allowed under certain conditions. For collecting permits the
document may also be referred to as an Authority to Take.
In respect to native flora, permits are one way to help manage and conserve protected and reserved native plant
species and plant communities while still allowing for certain activities to take place under conditions which limit the
adverse impact on the species or its community.
Permits also help the State to retain ownership of its valuable native plant resources for the benefit of Tasmanians.

1.1.1

What is the meaning of take?

The word take is used throughout this and associated documents as it relates directly to the legislation under which
permits are issued. Taking native flora by definition, for species listed on the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995
includes, kill, catch, damage and collect (section 3) of any listed plant, plant part or product (such as seed,
foliage, roots, bark, sap etc.) And by definition under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 and the National Parks and
Reserves Management Act 2002 includes destroy, damage or interfere with a native plant, plant part or product.

1.2 Is a permit required to take native flora for your proposed activity?
Currently in Tasmania under certain circumstances it is illegal to take Native Flora without a permit and/or other
forms of approvals or licenses. If you have reason to want to take native flora in Tasmania you must, before
undertaking such an activity, first check whether you require some form of approval.

You DO require a permit from the Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, DPIPWE, to take native plants
if the plants in question:
 are listed as endangered, vulnerable or rare under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 regardless of the
land tenure. Permits are also required for trading, keeping or processing (section 51) of any listed plant, plant
part or product. A current list of species protected by the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 is available
here - http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/threatened-species/lists-of-threatened-species


are listed on the regulations of the Nature Conservation Act 2002 regardless of land tenures, unless stated
otherwise in the regulations ( currently there are no flora species protected by the regulations under this
Act).



are growing on any public lands managed by the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service. This includes
National Parks, State Reserves, Game Reserves, Nature Recreation Areas, Conservation Areas,
Regional Reserves, Historic Sites, Public Reserves under the Crowns Lands Act 1976, all other Crown land
that does not currently have reserve status under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002.



are growing on land designated as Private Sanctuaries or Private Nature Reserves which have been
declared under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 , if you are not the owner of that land.

Permits for these activities may be applied for using the form available on the Permit to Take Flora web page on the
DPIPWE website (http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/publications-forms-and-permits/forms-and-permits). Once
filled out the form needs to be sent to an assessment officer in the Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, DPIPWE,
where the form is sent depends on if the application refers to species listed under the Threatened Species Protection
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Act 1995 or not. More information is available in section 2.6. For permits that relate to consultant and development
related activates refer to the Development Planning and Conservation Assessment Guidelines web page
(http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/publications-forms-and-permits/forms-and-permits/development-planningconservation-assessment-guidelines).

You MAY require a permit for the taking of native flora from Public lands administered outside of
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, DPIPWE. In this case you need to enquire with the manager of the specific land
tenure, these may include:
 State Forests and Forest Reserves which are managed under the Forestry Act 1920. Permission must be sort
from the land manager, Forestry Tasmania (http://www.forestrytas.com.au).


Wellington Park, which unlike other reserve types in Tasmania is managed under its own act; the Wellington
Park Act 1993. Permission must be sort from the land manager, Wellington Park Management Trust
(http://www.wellingtonpark.org.au).



Sea weeds and marine algae from marine areas are managed under the Living Marine Resources Act 1995.
Enquires about scientific collecting should be directed to the Water and Marine Resources Division, DPIPWE
(Fisheries.Licensing@dpipwe.tas.gov.au).

You DO NOT require a permit from the Tasmanian Government for the taking of native flora:




For species which are listed as endangered, rare or vulnerable under the Threatened Species Protection Act
1995 if:
o

The area and species have been addressed under a certified Forest Practices Plan. The Forest Practices
Code requires that special values such as threatened flora are identified, protected and managed in
areas where wood harvesting or forest clearing is to occur and acts as the permit to take in this case.
The Threatened Species Unit retains the right to require a separate permit.

o

The individual listed native plant is collected from a domestic garden where it is in cultivation.

For flora species which are growing on private freehold land and:
o

Are Not listed under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995

o

Are Not listed under the Nature Conservation Act 2002

o

Are Not growing within a Private Sanctuary, Private Nature Reserve or protected by a Conservation
Covenant as declared under the Nature Conservation Act 2002

1.3 Do you require other permits, approvals and/or licenses?
Additional permits, approvals and/or licenses may also be required before proceeding. The responsibility to obtain
these lies with the applicant. Please check if you require a permit, license or some other form of approval to:
Access any property
 Permits issued under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Nature Conservation Act 2000,
the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 and the Crowns Lands Act 1976 only authorise the
taking of the target species. It does not give authority to access any land and undertake that activity without
permission from the land manager/owner/s.


You must ensure that you have permission from private land-holders and/or land managers and land
management authorities (such as Councils, Forestry District Managers etc.) before undertaking any activity
allowed by the Permit issued to you in these areas.



You must notify the relevant District Parks and Reserves Manager prior to entering and undertaking the
activity allowed by the Permit in National Parks and Reserves and other Crown lands.

Commercially harvest native plant species
 The commercial harvesting of native plant species on non-reserved Crown lands in Tasmania requires a
license under the Crown Lands Act 1976 from Crown land services Branch, DPIPWE.


The commercial harvesting of native plant species on lands reserved under the National Parks and Reserves
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Act 2002 also requires a business license from the Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Primary
Industries, Parks, Water and Environment


The harvesting of wood (including firewood) from an area greater than 1 hectare or in excess 100
tonnes of timber (whichever is the lesser) per year requires a certified Forest Practices Plan approved by
the Tasmanian Forest Practices Authority, regardless of land tenure.



The harvesting of tree ferns (Dicksonia antarctica) is also now regulated through the forest practices
system and requires approvals from the Forest Practices Authority. For further information contact the
Forest Practices Board.



The harvesting of any native vegetation on State or public lands managed by other managing
authorities such as Hydro Tasmania, Forestry Tasmania, Local Councils etc requires permission from those
authorities. Please contact them for details regarding their permitting processes.

Remove or clear native vegetation
Please Note: This applies to proposals including sub-divisions, farm dams, etc. where clearing is proposed. This
currently does not include proposals where clearing or removal of trees is required for public roads, gas pipelines,
power line easements, public safety or maintenance of infrastructure.
In addition some Councils may require a permit to clear native vegetation (forest and/or non- forest) from areas of
greater than 1 Ha. Contact your local Council for details.


To clear native forests, which includes any woody vegetation that has a potential height of 5m or more from
areas greater than 1 hectare or 100 tonnes of timber (whichever is the lesser) per year requires a certified
Forest Practices Plan, regardless of tenure.



To clear native vegetation (forest or non-forest) to establish a forest plantation

The above require a certified Forest Practices Plan. For further details contact the Forest Practices Authority - www.fpa.tas.gov.au


To clear any forest or non-forest vegetation that is classed as endangered, vulnerable or rare under the
Nature Conservation Act 2002.



To clear forest or non-forest vegetation as part of a development activity.

The above may require a permit from the Policy and Conservation Advice Branch of DPIPWE, For further information http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/publications-forms-and-permits/forms-and-permits/development-planningconservation-assessment-guidelines
In addition some Councils may require a permit to clear native vegetation (forest and/or non- forest) from areas of
greater than 1 Ha. Contact your local Council for details.
Undertake any activity that will impact on a matter of National Environmental Significance.
 Threatened plant species and threatened plant communities listed on the Commonwealth Environment
Protection and Conservation Biodiversity Act. 1999 or potential habitat of those species are a matter of
National Environmental Significance. Any taking from species or communities listed on this Act
requires referral to and approval from the Commonwealth Government before such an action or
activity can proceed. Export out of Australia, on a commercial or non-commercial basis, native plant
species or their parts or products (such as seed, roots, leaves, bark, flowers,)


To export any native plant, their parts or products will require a permit from the Australian Governments’
Department of Environment. Additional restrictions may apply to any native plant listed on CITES, or
not included in the exempt list under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.
These lists can be accessed from the Department of Environments web site - www.environment.gov.au.



Controls under the Quarantine Act 1908 may also apply. For further information contact the Australian
Quarantine and Inspection Service.
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2. Permit Application Guidelines
If by reading through the above information you have determined that you do need to apply for a permit from the
Cultural and Heritage Division of DPIPWE for you proposed activity then this section provides advice on how to go
about completing the permit application form: Permit Application Form – for the taking of native flora.

2.1 Applying for a permit to take native flora
Have you:
 Determined if the research/ activity requires a permit(s), and meets the guidelines for issue of a permit.


Determined if there are any biosecurity issues related to the research/ activity (see Biosecurity Requirements
for Permit Holders)



Completed the Permit application form (see DPIPWE web site
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/publications-forms-and-permits/forms-and-permits).

If applicable attach a copy of your research proposal/ activity including any endorsement of a recognised institution.
Send (email/ post) a signed application form to the appropriate contact – see section 2.6.
Submitting an application for a permit does not automatically mean a permit will be issued nor that all that is
requested will be allowed. The Department retains the authority to reject any permit application and also to apply
conditions to any permit issued. Each permit application is assessed on a case by case basis guided by certain criteria
(see section 3).
An assessment officer may contact you if inadequate information is provided or concerning conditions to remedy or
mitigate any possible adverse impacts.
If the request for a permit is granted it will be issued with a pdf by email or on request, and an original signed copy can
be mailed.
The permit can be revoked at any time by an authorised officer.
If the request for a permit is refused you will be notified either by phone or in writing (email).There is no right of legal
appeal in regard to decisions made about the issue or non- issue or revocation of these permits under the Nature
Conservation Act 2002, The Crown Lands Act 1976 or the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. However there is a right
of appeal for administrative decisions such as the granting or refusal of permits under the Judicial Review Act 2000 and
Magistrates Court (Administrative Appeals Division) Act 2001.

2.2 Legal obligations
Permits will have conditions attached which are legal obligations for the permit holder. Breaches of these conditions
may incur penalties including permit cancellation and fines by the land manager. A standard requirement of all permits
is that of mandatory reporting. Reports must be received by the designated date otherwise new or continuing permits
will not be issued. Guidelines for reporting are provided with the permit.

2.3 How soon can a permit be obtained?
As the permits require approval by the land manager (PWS) and Natural and Cultural Heritage Division of DPIPWE,
allow 4 weeks for processing and return of the permit. During that time the assessment officer may contact you
concerning conditions to remedy or mitigate any adverse impacts on the target species.

2.4 If I am issued with a permit what does it mean?
The permit issued to you is a legal document that allows you do undertake the activity outlined in the permit under
certain conditions. The conditions are legal obligations and breaches of them may incur penalties such as revocation
or a fine. To ensure that you do not breach the permit and expose yourself to possible legal action, please read all the
conditions carefully and fully comply with them. This means that:


the permit must have your name on it



you must carry the permit with you at all times when undertaking the activity which the permit allows you
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to legally do and produce it if requested by an authorised officer


you must ensure you have any other permits, approvals or licenses required before you proceed and comply
with them.



you must ensure that you have permission from private land-holders and/or land managers and land
management authorities (such as Local Councils, Forestry Tasmania Districts etc.) before undertaking any
activity allowed by the Permit issued to you in these areas.



you must notify the relevant Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Region prior to entering and undertaking the
activity allowed by the permit in National Parks and Reserves under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 and
Crown lands not reserved under the Nature Conservation Act 2002



you can only operate under the conditions on the permit during the period for which the permit is issued



you can only collect in the locations stated on the permit



you can only collect the species named on the permit



you can only collect the amount and type of material stated on the permit



you can only use the material for the purpose stated on the permit



you must comply with all other conditions stated on the permit for example to provide a report on your
activities, lodge specimens at the Tasmanian Herbarium, provide the Threatened Species Section with data on
listed species, undertake mitigation measures for example control of weeds, covenanting of areas which
contain significant values, fencing, controlling stock access to native vegetation, undertaking hygiene measures
and so on.

To ensure that you employ best practice techniques while taking the native plant material from the wild, and that your
activities have minimal impact on the species and the site you are taking from,

2.5 How to fill out the application form
The process of applying and having your permit application assessed can be made much quicker and easier by ensuring
you:


have a good reason for asking for a permit



provide the information required.

The following information has been provided to help you to quickly and accurately fill out the form and to provide those
assessing the application with the information they require.
Please note it is not possible to assess or issue a permit without the information requested on the
application form. Incorrect or incomplete information will cause delays in the assessment process.

2.5.1

Who is the permit for?

Permits are issued to individuals (including incorporated bodies). The individual/s named on the permit are the
person/s (or incorporated body) who have been given legal authority to undertake the activity under certain
conditions as set out in the permit. The permit is only valid for the authorised individual named on the permit and
those named in Schedule 2 – joint permit holders. It is the authorised person to whom the permit has been issued who
is ultimately responsible for that permit and will be held accountable for any breaches of it.


Please provide the full name of the individual or the incorporated body (with the title and name of the head
of the incorporated body) applying for the permit, and the appropriate contact details. YOU MUST
INCLUDE A STREET ADDRESS, if different to postal address, include both.



If there are others who need to be covered by the permit provide a list of their names and/or the names of
any other contractors, organisations, groups etc. who will be involved in the activity. Include addresses.



If you are applying for the permit on behalf of someone else or on behalf of a large organisation, please
provide the name of the person or the title of the head of the organisation and the name of the
organisation/business undertaking the project for the contact details on the form. Please also send your name
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and contact details along with the permit application form.

2.5.2

What do you want to do and why?

To assess whether it is appropriate for a permit to be issued, information is required about why you wish to take the
material. There needs to be a good reason for taking native flora particularly if this involves destructive procedures
such as clearing sites for tracks or the removal of significant amounts of plant material from individual plants or plant
populations etc.


Provide a short title that describes the activity you plan to undertake, for example, Extension Surveys for
Assessment of Conservation Values on Private Land.



Provide a proposed start date and a completion date for the activity. Not that flora collecting permits can
only be issued for a maximum period of 12 months. After this time your permit will expire, however a reissue of the same permit can be processed to extend the permitted activity. If you require an extension to an
existing permit where the only change in detail is the time period, contact the assessment officer before the
expiry date, quote your existing permit number and indicate what the revised dates need to be and the
reason the extension is required.
o



2.5.3

If your request is approved a new permit with the revised dates will be issued to you.

Please write a brief description of your project outlining what the project is for, how you intend to undertake
the activity and why it needs to be done that way. State any expert advice you have received to help justify
your proposal If a document already exists stating what the proposed activity is please provide a copy of the
document and attach it instead of filling out this part of the application form.

What do you want to take?

The permit is only valid for the taking of the species listed on it.


Please provide a list of the Taxa (species) you want to take. If it is a large list, attach it as a separate document
to the application form. Where genera or families for vascular plants are specified the permit will cover all
species recognised for Tasmania in the relevant group and listed in the current” A Census of the Vascular
Plants of Tasmanian including Macquarie Island.”
o

Include in the list the amount of individual plants that will be impacted and the amount type and
quantity of material that will be taken (this is not necessary for management related permits such as
those issued for management burns).



Check the most recent lists of species protected by legislation which can be accessed on the Department of
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment Web site
(http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/threatened-species/lists-of-threatened-species/full-list-of-threatenedspecies) and indicate if species you wish to take are listed.



If you require a general collecting permit for all flora species as per the current “A Census of the Vascular
Plants of Tasmanian including Macquarie Island.” which is available from the Tasmanian Museum and Art
Gallery web site (http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/collections_and_research/tasmanian_herbarium ).To undertake
general survey work you must be able to show that you are required to do this as part of your work and/or
project requirements. Indicate whether or not this also includes protected species listed on the Threatened
Species Protection Act 1995.



provide an account of the type and quantity of material you need to take of each species (if this differs
between species).

Depending on the activity and the reasons for it, limits will be placed on the amount of material that may be taken especially for
protected species. So please ensure you are realistic about your request and keep to the minimum you require.


2.5.4

For applications requesting the destruction of species protected under the Threatened Species Protection Act
1995 an estimate of the species population size, area occupied and distribution (e.g. clumped, scattered) must
be supplied. Please include any mitigation measures that might be applied as a condition of the permit.

Where do you want to take from?

It is important to provide clear and accurate information about where you wish to take from as the permit is only
valid for the areas stated on it. General collecting permits covering, for example, multiple reserves/tenures and all
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native species, are only given if there is good reason for requiring such a broad ranging permit (for example you work
in a Herbarium). In general permits are given for limited times and for specific locations.
The permit issued to you often needs to be issued under different Acts. Which one depends, in part, on the land
tenure on which you will be undertaking the permitted activity. The permit is not valid unless it is issued under the
correct Act and signed with the correct delegation for that Act. Thus it is vital to know what the land tenure is.


For general collecting/research permits for native plant species from land that you know is reserved you only
need to name the Reserve/s you seek a permit to ‘take’ from.



For permit applications other than for general collecting/research within reserves (see previous point), please
indicate the land tenure and attach a legible map and/or provide grid references. PIDs can also be supplied to
indicate locations. Grid references, PIDs, land tenures can be obtained from LIST
(https://www.thelist.tas.gov.au/app/content/home). This information will enable us to check that all the
location details provided are correct.

2.5.5

What will the plant material be used for?

Provide a short sentence on what the material will be used for. Eg. 10g of seed from XYZ threatened species will be
used for growing on and planting out in an adjacent revegetation area. Or, a 5 gram foliage sample will be used for
genetic analysis and a corresponding herbarium specimen will be lodged in a herbarium as a voucher specimen.

2.5.6

Where are you going to keep the material you have collected?

If you intend to keep the material for any longer than a day after obtaining it the permit will need to also cover you
for holding the material.


2.5.7

Please indicate what you will be doing with the material you have collected, where it will be held and for how
long. For example, “the material will be stored at the XYZ offices and within 3 months of collecting, the
material will be lodged with the Tasmanian Herbarium, or cuttings of species x will be propagated and kept in
the XYZ community glasshouse for 26 weeks before planting out”.

Risk assessment

Consider the potential impacts of the proposed activity on the species involved and surrounding area. For information
on how to assess Biosecurity risks see: Attachment 1 Biosecurity assessment for permit applicants.




List any significant biosecurity issues associated with the activity.
o

Does the activity relate specifically to a pest, weed or disease?

o

Does the activity require entering a rarely visited area, or require entering an area or dealing with a
species that is known to be highly susceptible to a particular pest weed or disease?

o

Does the activity require the use of tools such as secateurs which will be used on multiple plants?

List any controls that you intend to use to limit the potential significant biosecurity risks.
o



These may include things such as disinfecting secateurs between plants, cleaning and disinfecting boots
before entering sites that are susceptible to Phytophthora cinnamomi etc.

Think about and list proposed mitigation measures to minimise the physical impacts on the target plants and
surrounding environment.
o

Things that may be appropriate may include limiting the amount of material taken from any one plant
or for longer term research projects removing infrastructure after the completion of the project and
rehabilitating any damage etc.
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2.6 How to submit completed form
Forms may be printed out and completed by hand or downloaded as a word document and completed electronically.
If needed please increase the size of text boxes to accommodate information. Depending on what the proposed
activity is Please forward to the completed form via email or post, and if required direct any enquiries to:


Non-Threatened Plants from Reserved Lands – Ecologist, Biodiversity Monitoring Section, Natural Values
Conservation Branch:
FloraPermit.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
Phone: 03 6165 4348
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment, GPO
Box 44 Hobart, TAS 7001



Threatened Native Plants, including permits for planned burns which impact threatened species – Threatened Species
Section
ThreatenedSpecies.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
Phone: 03 6165 4340
Natural and Cultural Heritage Division, Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment, GPO
Box 44 Hobart, TAS 7001

3. Guidelines used for assessing scientific permit applications
These guidelines set out the considerations which are taken into account when assessing permit applications for the
taking of flora. These considerations may help applicants to fill out the permit application form.
Relevance of research
The research must have scientific merit and will demonstrably have one or more of the following outcomes:


assist conservation of the native species, and/or



assist management of the species, and/or



increase understanding of Tasmania’s ecology

Research aims that are for conservation or management of species or ecosystems then this must be clearly
demonstrated.
Ecological sustainability
Removal/disturbance of native species must be ecologically sustainable, i.e. it will not threaten species viability, genetic
integrity, or threatend, restricted or localised populations. The research should not unnecessarily duplicate other
collection from the species or the site.
Collection on reserved land
Minimal impact research on reserved land is encouraged where it adds to knowledge of a species and/or assists with
management. Research on reserved land, particularly in nature reserves, national parks and the World Heritage Area,
that involves potentially adverse disturbance of the environment or a plant species is discouraged and approved only
where there is substantial justification.
Biosecurity
An assessment of biosecurity risks must be undertaken and the activity should be planned to minimise those risks,
Biosecurity control procedures will need to be specified in the application.
Compliance with permit conditions
Compliance with the conditions of previously issued permits including provision of reports and data within the
timeframe specified.
Secretary’s discretion
The research must meet any other condition that may reasonably be imposed by the Secretary of DPIPWE according
to the circumstances of the research.
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Attachment 1, Biosecurity assessment information for permit
applicants
Overview of biosecurity planning for any research or management
activity
It is a requirement that permit holders watch and adhere to principles outlined in the Research and Field Work video
(and any other relevant videos) at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-VKM4GZeXXQxwyGHD5M68TtqTJCkrCnE
The “SAFE” planning approach widely used in workplace safety assessments can be used to determine your
biosecurity needs. Planning starts with:
Spotting the risk -using the Natural Values Atlas (NVA) search for values in the target area, plus a NVA Biosecurity
Report for the area. If you are unsure how to conduct NVA searches then email:
support@naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au.
Assess the problem - Determine the biosecurity risks that may impact on the natural values of the area. Consider if
the influence your activities can have on their spread and if the risk varies e.g. seasonally and where it is located.
Fix the problem – Use a hierarchy of controls approach to determine the most effective ways of minimising
biosecurity risks in your project.
Avoid


Don't access sites infested with significant pathogen or weed species unless absolutely necessary. If it is
necessary to visit, avoid high risk periods and adopt high level hygiene protocols when exiting the area.



Consider not accessing sites with high conservation value a that are free of significant pest weed and disease
and are potentially at risk e.g. remote moorlands that are free of P. cinnamomi infestation. If it is necessary to
visit, adopt high level hygiene protocols.



Don't undertake activities that might spread pest / pathogen / weed species such as deliberately moving soil
or water between areas.

Modify


Modify / restrict activities to reduce the chance of spreading pest / pathogen / weed species e.g. avoid periods
when weeds are seeding, avoid clothing/equipment that excessively collects soil and plant material e.g. Velcro,
spades with folded metal handle junctions.

Sequence activities


Plan routes to visit clean (uninfested) sites prior to dirty (infested) sites. Do not travel through infested areas
when moving between sites.

Hygiene


Minimise the movement of soil, water, plant material and hitchhiking wildlife between areas by using the
Check / Clean / Dry (Disinfect when drying is not possible) procedure for all clothing, footwear, equipment,
hand tools and vehicles

Contain


Manage specimens / cleaning waste

Note any significant risks in your permit application and how you will manage these risks.

What level of controls are appropriate?
The level and type of hygiene protocols required will vary depending on the tenure, activity and land use of the area.
In all cases you must at least adhere to the land manager's biosecurity (hygiene) protocols.
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On Reserved land, the more remote, infrequently visited and undisturbed areas require tighter biosecurity measures.
In addition, where species and communities that are at risk from invasive species are known to occur, tighter
biosecurity measures are required. These areas can be summarised as islands, remote areas, areas closed to public
vehicle access, Conservation facilities e.g Tasmanian devil landscape isolation areas, significant threatened species sites.
As a minimum always Check / Clean / Dry (Disinfect) clothing and equipment before trips and between sites within a
trip as needed see:
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/weed-hygiene/keeping-it-clean-a-tasmanian-field-hygiene-manual
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