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How we got here 
In September 2021, the Government committed to continuing to support the salmon industry and to achieve 
this through a new long-term strategic plan.    

Principles 
Four principles were established to guide the development of the Draft Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan and 
continue to apply until the new Plan is finalised.  These Principles have influenced the Draft Plan as follows: 

1. There being no net increase in total leasable area for finfish farming in Tasmanian state waters 
– A 12-month moratorium was established with this principle to remain whilst the new Plan was being 
drafted. This moratorium expired on 15 September 2022.  The Draft Plan provides parameters around 
the Government’s support of existing and future farming, and their regulation for public consultation.  

2. Innovation - future growth lies in land-based and offshore salmon farming – refers to research and 
innovation programs to support salmon farming further offshore, including Commonwealth waters, and 
to increase salmon farming onshore in land-based systems. This principle aligns to the following in Priority 
Outcome in the Draft Plan: 

a. Priority Outcome 1: Sustainable Industry - reflects an ongoing commitment to continuing to support 
the salmon industry and to do so within the scope of the following strategic pathways; investment 
certainty; innovation partnerships; integrated planning; diverse and skilled workforce; market security 
and local supply chain.  

3. World-best practice through continuous improvement – refers to regulation and transparency; and 
includes a review of fees and charges to ensure full cost recovery and an appropriate return to Tasmanian 
community. This principle aligns to the following Priority Outcomes in the Draft Plan: 

a. Priority Outcome 2: Healthy Ecosystems – reflects an ongoing focus to effectively manage our land 
and aquatic environments and to do so within the scope of the following strategic pathways: industry 
stewardship; science-based decisions; Government standards and regulations; climate change 
adaptation; and responsive management.   

b. Priority Outcome 3: Prosperous Communities – reflects an ongoing focus on maximising 
opportunities available to regional communities throughout Tasmania, and to ensuring the flow of 
benefits to the broader Tasmanian population is enhanced over the next decade and beyond, and to 
do so through the following strategic pathways: Meaningful jobs, Regional economic stimulus; 
Aboriginal enterprises and stewardship; Leveraging benefits; and Value capture. 

c. Priority Outcome 4: Contemporary Governance – reflects an ongoing focus on building community 
and industry confidence in Government’s planning, operational and compliance decisions, and to do 
so through the scope of the following strategic pathways: process and performance transparency; 
independent science; enforcement and compliance; community outreach and strategic linkages. 

The review of fees and charges relates to all four priority outcomes, particularly Priority Outcome 3 
Prosperous Communities.  An increase to full cost recovery will cover the cost of Government servicing 
the industry and specific initiatives under the Plan. With full cost recovery in effect, the Government will 
also consider options to ensure that the Tasmanian community receives an appropriate return for the 
use of the States’ natural resources. 



4. Strict inde,pendent regulation - This resulted in the separation of the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) in
December 2021 to enhance the independent role of the EPA as the environmental regulator. Additional
resourcing and amendments to the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Action 1994 are also
being progressed.

Consultation 

There have been many opportunities for the community to engage in the development of the new Plan. This 
has included early engagement with stakeholder groups, the 2022 Tasmanian Salmon Symposium and follow 
up Workshop and Conversation Series both facilitated by the Blue Economy Cooperative Research Centre, 
the Discussion Paper: Towards a I 0-Year Salmon Plan and now the Draft. Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan. 

Refer to the Consultation Summary Report of Discussion Paper: Towards /0-Year Salmon Plan to see how 
feedback received was considered in the draft Plan. 
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Preliminary engagement with stakeholder groups 

2022 Tasmanian Salmon Symposium led by the independent Blue 
Economy Cooperative Research Centre 

Public consultation on Discussion Paper: Towards a I 0-Year Salmon 
Plan 

Salmon Workshop and Conversation Series led by the independent 
Blue Economy Cooperative Research Centre 

Government's response to the Legislative Council Inquiry into Finfish 
Farming in Tasmania tabled 

'What We Heard - Tasmanian Salmon Symposium and Forum Report 
on Stakeholder Engagement' and 'Ambition Aquaculture - Tasmania's 
Sustainable Ocean Economy Beyond 2033' Report published by 
independent Blue Economy Cooperative Research Centre 

Consultation Summary Report on Discussion Paper: Towards a I 0-
Y ear Salmon Plan. 

Public consultation on Dra� Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan. 

Commencement of Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan. 
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How to make a submission 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania invites interested stakeholders to make 
a submission on the Draft Tasmanian Salmon Industry Plan. 

Submissions can be made at: www.nre.tas.gov.au/salmonplan  

All submissions must be received by 20 January 2023. 

Enquiries can be sent to salmonengagement@nre.tas.gov.au 

All submissions received will be considered in the finalisation of the Plan for commencement  
on 1 May 2023 and will be reported on separately at the time of final release.  

Important Information 

Confidentiality  
Your name (or the name of the organisation) will be published unless you request otherwise. In the absence 
of a clear indication that a submission (or parts of the submission) is intended to be treated as confidential, 
the Department will treat the submission as public. If you would like your submission treated as confidential, 
whether in whole or in part, please indicate this in writing at the time of making your submission. Clearly 
identify the parts of your submission you want to remain confidential. In this case, your submission will not 
be published to the extent of that request.  

Personal information protection  
Personal information collected from you will be used by the Department for the purpose of acknowledging 
your submission. Your submission may be published unless it is marked “confidential”. Personal information 
will be managed in accordance with the Personal Information Protection Act 2004.  

Accessibility of submissions  
The Government recognises that not all individuals or groups are equally placed to access and understand 
information. We are therefore committed to ensuring Government information is accessible and easily 
understood by people with diverse communication needs. Where possible, please consider typing your 
submission in plain English and provide it in a format such as Microsoft Word or equivalent. The Government 
cannot, however, take responsibility for the accessibility of documents provided by third parties.  

Right to Information Act 2009  
Information provided to the Government may be provided to an applicant under the provisions of the Right 
to Information Act 2009 (RTI). If you have indicated that you wish for all or part of your submission to be 
treated as confidential, your statement detailing the reasons may be taken into account in determining 
whether or not to disclose the information in the event of an RTI application for assessed disclosure. You 
may also be contacted to provide any further comment. 






