
 

 

 
 

 

 

From: susan hoult 
To: Climate Change 
Subject: ERRP Submission on LULUCF 
Date: Friday, 11 October 2024 2:52:40 PM 

To Whom It May Concern 
Thanks for the opportunity to submit to the draft ERRP. I was brought up in Tasmania and 
am simply an ordinary citizen, a mother (and probably soon a grandmother), increasingly 
concerned about the climate crisis. Our lovely island will not remain a 'haven' for long 
unless all governments act now. 

To strengthen the Tasmanian Government’s Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan 
(ERRP) for the Land Use, Land Use Change, and Forestry (LULUCF) sector, the 
following recommendations should be considered: 

1. End Native Forest Logging The most effective and immediate action to reduce 
emissions in Tasmania is to cease native forest logging. It is the biggest emitting sector in 
this State. Logging - especially native forest/mature forest logging - releases significant 
amounts of carbon stored in forests, which would take decades or centuries to recapture 
through regrowth. By ending native forest logging, Tasmania can prevent the continued 
release of emissions and preserve its forests as a vital carbon sink. 

2. Reevaluate Forestry's Role in Climate Solutions The RECFIT 'State of Play' report’s 
emphasis on the role of forestry as part of climate solutions is misleading given that 
forestry remains the highest-emitting sector in Tasmania. The government must critically 
reevaluate the contribution of forestry to the state’s emissions profile and adjust its policies 
accordingly. 

3. Forests should not be used as a carbon offset.  Forests cannot be used as a substitute 
for inaction in emissions reductions in other sectors.  It is false accounting. 

4. Biomass sources should not be seen as a renewable energy option. 
Bioenergy to create biofuels poses a significant threat to native forests and their 
sequestered carbon because the biomass sources which the plan talks about, such as 
agriculture and plantation residues, are limited. It is highly likely that once again native 
forests will be under threat to meet this biomass demand, a ridiculous approach when the 
best emissions reduction action we can take is to leave them alone. 

5. Prioritize Forest Protection in Climate Resilience Forests are increasingly vulnerable 
to bushfires, heatwaves, and drought due to climate change. The ERRP should incorporate 
stronger protections for native forests, recognizing that their future carbon sequestration 
potential is at risk. These protections should focus on preventing degradation from logging 
and mitigating the impacts of climate change. 

6. Implement Sector-Specific Emissions Reporting The current practice of net reporting 
for carbon emissions and sequestration lacks transparency and accountability. Separate and 
detailed reporting of emissions and sequestration from all forestry sub-sectors— 
specifically native forest logging and plantation forestry on both public and private land— 
should be made mandatory. This data must be publicly accessible, with clear 
methodologies for how it is recorded and reported, allowing for better tracking of 
Tasmania's progress toward emissions reduction. 
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By implementing these recommendations, the ERRP can provide a more comprehensive 
and effective framework for reducing emissions in Tasmania while safeguarding its natural 
carbon sinks for the future. 

Regards, 

Susan Hoult 


