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To: Climate Change 
Subject: Sue Abbott"s submission on "Draft Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plans" 
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Dear Madam/Sir, 

First, I object to the time-frame of the community consultation being undertaken regarding the 
‘draft emissions reduction and resilience plans.’ I object to the box-ticking nature of this exercise, 
which is misleading and deceptive. That the community has been given such a short time-frame 
to gather its thoughts as opposed to the one given to the many industry and business 
organisations, which I understand was one of 21 months, is particularly galling. Where do I even 
start? 

But start I must. 

My son David died in May 2022, aged 33 years, of an acute medicinal-cannabis-induced 
psychosis which he had been prescribed for eco-grief. I believe that the eco-grief he so acutely 
suffered from was brought on as a result of malevolent corporate and political injustice 
regarding climate action or more aptly climate inaction. 

David was living in Hobart and had been studying a masters of marine biology at UTAS. But he 
despaired that politicians across the state and the country and indeed the world were doing 
nothing that would address the dire circumstances the planet faced and still faces. He despaired 
that we had lost the oceans and the forests and the soil, and he felt so incredibly let down that 
those who had the power to actually do something chose not to and instead just wilfully lied to 
their voters never giving any indication that things needed to change and fast. 

I am of the view that malevolent corporate and political injustice leading to such overwhelming 
despair can be and should be attributed to politicians who fail to protect the biosphere and 
planet earth. 

In the words of the Dominican Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit after Hurricane Maria tore 
through his country in 2017, to deny climate change is to deny a truth that we are all living. As 
the Dominican Prime Minister said then, and this still applies now, there is little time left to 
reverse damages and rectify the trajectory we are on but the whole world needs action and we 
need it right now. 

Your ‘draft emissions reductions and resilience plans’ on land use fill me with dread because I 
can foresee that they are essentially guaranteeing the speedy extinction of swift parrots along 
with many other animals and plants in Tasmania. 

By continuing to slaughter the state’s beautiful forests, Tasmanian politicians continue to 
recklessly consign our young ones to hopelessness and sorrow as our young ones continue to 
witness the catastrophic ecocide playing out in this devastating biodiversity crisis. 

I am a heartbroken 64-year-old mother and grandmother, and on Monday 19th August 2024, I 
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[1]
was arrested  in the Eastern Tiers of Tasmania in an attempt to prevent the wholesale 
destruction of swift parrot habitat. 

Where I was sitting, locked on to one of the forest-destroying machines, this once beautiful 
forest looked like a war zone. This is the second time I have been arrested in four months, the 
last time being in the extraordinary Styx Valley where the destruction was equally devastating. 

In August 2024 I wrote to Australia’s Minister for Environment & Water to remind her that she 
has an array of powers at her disposal that could be used to stop the destruction of Tasmania’s 
beautiful forests; for example, under section 51 (xxix) of the Constitution, she could implement 
the terms of biodiversity and other international conventions directed at environmental 
protection. 

Swift parrots, the fastest parrots on earth and listed as critically endangered, rely on intact 
forests for survival. Consequently, it is essential to preserve the integrity of forest ecosystems 
where this critically endangered bird lives and would like to live. 

Time is of the essence to save our native forests and their wildlife which right now are under an 
unprecedented threat of collapse. Time is also of the essence to cease mocking the thousands of 
scientists and environmentalists who have doggedly provided the Tasmanian government and 
other governments around the world with sound evidence with what we should be doing now to 
save what we can in our beautiful state for future generations and for the biosphere. 

I have buried a loved one and I believe the Tasmanian government contributed to my son’s 
death. My desolation is beyond imagination, and whilst it is too late for my son, please invoke 
your powers to come up with a properly considered and workable plan to stop this horrific 
destruction of forests for these beautiful birds and for other peoples’ children and for all of the 
biosphere 

To conclude, I object to the way the Tasmanian government has conducted the community 
consultation, and I object to the ‘draft emissions reduction and resilience plans’ which, like the 
Tasmanian government who authored them, are not fit for purpose. 

Kind regards, 
Sue 

Sue Abbott 

[1]
Sitting under a forestry machine in the logging coupe, Monday 19th August 2024: 
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