
Submission on Tasmania's Draft Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan (ERRP) 
for the Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) Sector 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am a retired biologist who worked on forest tree genetics and adaptation for 25 years.  I 
have two adult daughters who are reluctant to start families because of the state of the 
planet, in particular the threat of radical change in climate – and all its implications – 
over the next few decades.  There is not much I, personally, can do about the state of the 
planet.  However, I can try to help local policy makers to draft legislation that reflects 
best practice through science.   

This submission highlights fundamental problems with the ERRP and offers 
recommendations for more effective climate action. The urgency of climate change 
demands comprehensive strategies that incorporate scientific insights and community 
perspectives. 

Since 2012, the LULUCF sector has served as a significant carbon sink, largely due to a 
marked decline in native forest logging following the collapse of Gunns Ltd. and the 
implementation of the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement. This downturn led to a 
reduction of approximately 17 million tonnes per year of carbon emissions in the 
LULUCF sector. However, the prevailing narrative that forestry is critical for Tasmania 
and climate solutions overlooks the fact that it remains the highest-emitting sector in 
the state, as documented in the Forest Carbon Report. Furthermore, the potential of 
Tasmania’s forests as a carbon sink is increasingly threatened by the increasing 
frequency of climate-related risks such as bushfires, heatwaves and drought. 

Recommendations for Enhancing the ERRPs 

Recommendation 1: Broaden Community Involvement 
I recommend amending the Climate Change (State Action) Act (2008) to expand 
consultation beyond business and industry. By including diverse voices—such as 
scientists, community organisations, and the general public—we can develop more 
inclusive and effective emission reduction projects that reflect the broader 
community's expectations. 

Recommendation 2: Report on Indirect Emissions 
To fully understand our climate impact, it's essential to include Scope 2 and Scope 3 
emissions in the ERRPs, rather than focusing solely on Scope 1 emissions. This will 
allow us to identify key areas for improvement throughout the supply chain and 
implement meaningful reductions. 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60b20f09dcfc4f2bd6b0c171/t/62a69e2f6ccf7d1f249e67b2/1655086708355/Tasmania%27s+Forest+Carbon+-+The+Tree+Projects.pdf


Recommendation 3: End Native Forest Logging 
Native forest logging remains the highest source of greenhouse gases in Tasmania, 
releasing approximately 4.6 million tonnes of carbon annually. This practice directly 
contradicts the need for meaningful emissions reduction.  Ending native forest logging 
will significantly lower Tasmania’s carbon emissions. 

 

LULUCF Sector Recommendations 

Recommendation 4:  Transparent Emission Reporting 
Establish clear, accurate, and disaggregated reporting of greenhouse gas emissions and 
sequestration within the LULUCF sector. ‘Net  emissions’ reporting obscures the true 
emissions landscape, hindering effective policy-making. 

Recommendation 5:  Holistic Emissions Reduction Strategy 
Acknowledge that the LULUCF sector should not be used to offset emissions from other 
sectors. The draft plan recognizes the vulnerabilities of forests to climate change 
impacts, underscoring the necessity for urgent action across all sectors. 

Recommendation 6:  Avoid Reliance on Carbon Offsetting 
The plan’s emphasis on carbon offsets via the Australian Carbon Credit Unit (ACCU) 
scheme risks inaction in other sectors. Carbon offsetting should not substitute for 
comprehensive emissions reductions. 

Recommendation 7:  Focus on Mature Forest Resilience 
Leave mature forests undisturbed to enhance resilience against climate threats 
(bushfire, drought, heat extremes), rather than implementing management-heavy 
approaches that may increase flammability.  Vegetation – particularly forest - helps to 
keep the surface of the planet cool through shading and evapotranspiration. 

Recommendation 8:  Caution Against Bioenergy Initiatives 
Be wary of bioenergy schemes that threaten native forests and their stored carbon. A 
focus on biomass could lead to increased native forest logging, undermining 
conservation efforts. 

 

Conclusion 

I urge the Tasmanian Government to reframe their approach to emissions reduction and 
resilience planning. By fostering community involvement, enhancing transparency in 
emissions reporting, and prioritizing the protection of our forests, Tasmania can 
position itself as a leader in climate action as well as biodiversity conservation. 

Thank you for considering this submission. I look forward to seeing a more robust and 
inclusive approach reflected in the final ERRP. 



Sincerely, 
Dorothy Steane 


