Personal submission on the draft IPPU ERRP

| appreciate being given the opportunity to comment on the proposed IPPU ERRP. |
recognise that the Tasmanian Climate Change Office is under-funded and the team have
done the very best they could with the multitude of restrictions placed on them.

Sector targets

It is unfortunate that no sector-specific targets - or targets of any kind - have been proposed
in the draft plan. It is clear that the net-zero emissions target that Tasmania has held and
maintained since 2013 has not had any real impact on emissions reduction - with emissions
from the IPPU sector actually increasing by 11.9% over the last 30 years.

In reality, Tasmania’s “net-zero emissions” status is based almost entirely on the slow down
in native forest logging. It sets a dangerous precedent to rely on regrowing forests to draw
carbon out of the sky, as forests can only capture as much carbon as they released after
being logged in the first place. In the meantime, we have continued to emit more and more
greenhouse gases from our IPPU sector.

We need to set ambitious targets based on science, to make real reductions in our
emissions. Different emissions targets for Tasmania’s IPPU sector have been proposed, like
a 37% reduction based on 2019 emissions (UTAS 2021) or a 49% reduction based on 2020
emissions (ClimateWorks 2021).

Recommendation
Set an IPPU sector emissions reduction target based on independent scientific analysis,
possibly somewhere in the region of 37-49% of 2019/2020 emissions.

Community input

| was disappointed to learn that the consultation for developing the sector-based ERRPs did
not include the Tasmanian community. Instead, business and industry interests were allowed
to develop a plan that suited their interests, rather than Tasmania as a whole.

The fact that this was legislated in the first place raises a lot of questions. | can understand
business and industry getting a say in how the government acts to reduce emissions in their
sectors, however | don’t believe it was a transparent and fair approach to exclude all other
parties. This needs to be fixed.

The Climate Change Act actually does include a tentative definition of the broader
Tasmanian community when describing the groups that should be part of a consultative

partnership. It just neglects to include the majority of them in the development of the ERRPs.

The groups the Climate Change Act mentions:



“business, industry, scientific, environmental and community bodies, children and young
people, local government, relevant unions, the peak body representing trade unions and the
Tasmanian community”

Recommendation
The Climate Change Act must be updated to give the broader Tasmanian community the
same consultation opportunities as business and industry.

Lack of scientific basis

The Tasmanian Climate Change Action Plan provided hope that science would form a
central role in the development of the ERRPs - with an indication that measures would be
taken to ensure global temperatures remained below 1.5 degrees Celsius. Which is
particularly significant given the average temperature over the 12-month period from June
2023 to May 2024 was 1.63 degrees Celsius warmer than pre-industrial times (Copernicus
2024). However, there appears to have been no attempt to base the proposed actions on
science. Instead, business and industry interests are put ahead of Tasmanian and global
concerns.

Tasmanian actions to reduce emissions and improve resilience should be based on
independent science. The climate is warming and we need to take actions that will have real
results now.

Recommendation
The Climate Change Act must be updated to make independent science-backed actions a
central pillar of emissions reduction and resilience planning.

Indirect emissions

With the recent release of the State of the Environment Report it has to be questioned why
Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions are not considered anywhere in the draft ERRP. Their
existence is noted in the IPPU State of Play Report. However, nothing is reported about
them. How have Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions varied for the IPPU sector over the last 30
years? It isn’t shared in these reports.

The State of the Environment Report highlights research (Australian Capital Territory 2021)
that Tasmanain indirect emissions may be as much as 10 times higher than Scope 1
emissions, yet they aren’t even so much as mentioned in the draft ERRP.

Recommendation
Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions should be measured and plans for their mitigation should
be developed as part of Tasmania’s climate action.
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