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Terbacil is a selective, systemic herbicide used to 
control annual grasses, broad-leaved weeds and 
some perennial weeds in established orchards 
and eucalypt forest plantations. 

Terbacil is taken up, mainly by the plant roots and 
moves up to the leaves. There it inhibits the 
process of photosynthesis, causing the plant to 
yellow and eventually die. 

Products containing Terbacil are more effective in 
controlling weeds if the treated area is subject to 
rainfall or irrigation to carry the product into the 
soil. 

Product Trade Names 
There are only two products containing Terbacil 
registered for use in Tasmania. They are: Eucmix 
(also containing sulfometuron-methyl) which is 
used in forestry, and Sinbar. 

Ecological Effects 
Terbacil is slightly toxic to birds, and slightly to 
practically non-toxic to aquatic organisms. It is 
non-toxic to bees. 

Environmental Fate 
Terbacil is soluble in water. It is also stable in 
water and does not readily undergo hydrolysis 
(decomposition by water) or photodegradation. 
(decomposition by sunlight) In moist soils, 
Terbacil is degraded by microbial action. 

Terbacil has a relatively low tendency to be 
adsorbed in most soil types. It binds to the 
organic matter in the soil rather than to the soil 
particles themselves. 

The persistence of Terbacil in some soils may 
depend on application rate, rainfall, soil type, 
available oxygen, and organic matter content. 

Human Toxicity 
Terbacil has low acute toxicity. It may irritate the 
skin, eyes, and mucous membranes of the nose 
and throat. It is not a skin sensitizer. 

Based on tests conducted on laboratory animals, 
the following may be concluded: 

 Adverse effects on reproduction in humans 
are not likely at expected exposure levels.  

 Evidence of teratogenicity is inconclusive. 
 It is not likely to be mutagenic 
 It does not appear to be carcinogenic. 

Terbacil is not classified as a poison in the 
Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs 
and Poisons. 

For further information, please contact: 
 
AgVet Chemicals Program 
Product Integrity Branch 
Ph: 6777 2133 or 1300 368 550 
Fax: 6343 2833 
 

or write to: 

The Registrar of Chemical Products 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water & Environment 
GPO Box 44 
HOBART TAS 7001 


