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Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

H5 bird flu detected in two new locations 
A crested tern at Wesley Vale in the North West and a sooty oystercatcher at Kelso 

in the North have tested positive to H5 bird flu. 

This is the first positive detection in a sooty oystercatcher in Tasmania. 

Incident Controller Wes Ford said we expect to continue finding H5 bird flu in new 

locations as surveillance continues and more sick or dead birds are reported by the 

community. 

“We will continue to provide updates to Tasmanians about positive detections in new 

locations or species," Mr Ford said. 

“Pet owners play a role in helping prevent the spread of H5 bird flu by keeping cats 

indoors or in enclosures, keeping dogs away from sick or dead wildlife, and 

preventing contact between wild birds and domestic birds or poultry.” 

Mr Ford said community reports continued to play an important role in tracking the 

disease. 

"Many of our positive detections have been identified because members of the public 

have reported sick or dead birds," he said. 

"These reports help inform our surveillance activities and allow us to better monitor 

how the disease is moving across Tasmania over time." 

There have been no detections in Tasmanian poultry. Chicken meat and eggs 

remain safe to eat. 

The Department of Health advises that human infection with H5 bird flu is rare, and 

the current risk to people in Tasmania remains low. 

People can reduce their risk by avoiding contact with sick or dead birds and other 

animals, including their feathers, saliva, bodily fluids and droppings. 
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Tasmanians are urged to remain vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other 

wildlife: 

AVOID contact. 

RECORD what you see, including the animal type, number of animals, location, and 

take photos or video if safe to do so. 

REPORT it to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 or through 

the online reporting form. 

Community members should avoid handling sick or dead wildlife wherever possible 

and keep pets away from affected animals. If disposal is required in an affected area, 

follow the advice provided and take appropriate precautions. 

For current advice visit www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu. 

ENDS 

Contact: nretas.media@nre.tas.gov.au  
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