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H5 bird flu detected in two new locations

H5 bird flu has been detected in two new locations.

A forest raven has tested positive to H5 bird flu in Mawbanna in the North West and a
peregrine falcon in Pipers River in the North of the State.

H5 bird flu has been detected previously in both bird species.

The number of H5 bird flu events in the state is now 33.

State Controller Justin Helmich said the community could expect to see more detections in
new areas of the state, including those adjacent to areas where there had been previous

positive detections.

“The reality is H5 bird flu is likely present throughout the Tasmanian environment,” Mr
Helmich said.

“We expect to see more detections in new areas of the state as H5 bird flu continues to
spread.”

Mr Helmich said that recommended housing measures for poultry and captive birds were
currently in place in Tasmania to reduce the likelihood of disease introduction and spread
within poultry populations.

“All poultry producers, bird owners, and industry participants are strongly encouraged to
continue housing birds wherever practicable and to maintain rigorous biosecurity practices.

“This includes preventing contact between poultry and wild birds and ensuring feed, water,
and bedding are protected from contamination by wild birds,” Mr Helmich said.

“It also includes restricting unnecessary movement of birds, equipment, and personnel, as
well as maintaining effective cleaning and disinfection procedures.”

Mr Helmich said birds should be closely monitored, and any signs of iliness, increased
mortality, or unusual production changes should be reported promptly.

“This housing recommendation will remain in place until 30 September 2026 when it will be
reviewed based on the latest surveillance information and national risk assessments.”
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Mr Helmich said there had been no detections H5 bird flu in Tasmanian domestic or
commercial poultry. Chicken, meat and eggs remain safe to eat.

Further advice on protecting domestic poultry and pet birds, including signs of H5 bird flu to
watch for, is available on the NRE Tas website.

The Department of Health advises that human infection with H5 bird flu is rare, and the
current risk to people in Tasmania remains low.

People can reduce their risk by avoiding contact with sick or dead birds and other animals,
including their feathers, saliva, bodily fluids and droppings.

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant and keep your dogs on leads and cats contained
wherever possible.

If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife:
AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location
and take photos or video.

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

CHECK current advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu

A bird flu event is one or more confirmed cases of bird flu at the same location.

Whether one bird tests positive or several birds test positive at the same location,
it is counted as one event.
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