
D26-188708 
 

 

 

Wednesday 23 September 2026 

Media Release 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

Bird flu surveillance continues as 
muttonbirds arrive 

The number of H5 bird flu events recorded in Tasmania has increased to 44, with seven new 
events identified since the previous update on 15 September 2026.  

H5 bird flu events have now been detected in: 

 Strahan and Penguin on the North West Coast 
 Loccota on Flinders Island  
 Dover and Port Huon in the south  
 Douglas River and Orford on the East Coast. 

As short-tailed shearwaters, or muttonbirds, begin returning to Tasmania from feeding 
grounds in the Bering Sea, the Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
Tasmania (NRE Tas) is encouraging Tasmanians to remain vigilant and report any unusual 
bird deaths or signs of disease. The birds undertake an annual migration of about 15,000 
kilometres to breeding colonies across southern Australia, predominantly around Tasmania. 

Biosecurity Tasmania General Manager Biosecurity Rae Burrows said the arrival of 
migratory birds provided an important opportunity to remind the community about the 
ongoing importance of bird flu surveillance.  

“Short-tailed shearwaters undertake one of the world's most remarkable migrations, with an 
estimated 18 million birds returning to more than 200 colonies across Tasmania each year,” 
Ms Burrows said. 

“Given the significant physical demands of the journey, it is not unusual for some birds to die 
during or shortly after migration, and in some years large numbers of birds, including short-
tailed shearwaters and other petrel species, may wash ashore in what may be referred to as 
‘wrecks'. 

“Finding dead birds does not automatically mean the cause is bird flu, but we encourage 
people to report anything unusual. 

“We are asking the community to remain vigilant and report any unusual sightings of sick or 
dead birds. Early reporting allows us to investigate unusual events and undertake testing 
where required.”  

Ms Burrows said surveillance and testing arrangements were ongoing to support Tasmania's 
preparedness efforts. 
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“The decision to collect a bird for testing is guided by factors including the species involved, 
location, number of animals affected and the level of biosecurity risk,” Ms Burrows said. 

The risk of H5 bird flu to the general public remains low; however, people should not touch 
sick or dead birds or wildlife.  

If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife: 

 AVOID contact. 
 RECORD what you see, including the type of animal, number of animals, location, 

and any photos or video. 
 REPORT it to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.  

More information is available at www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu. 
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