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Community urged to give Neil the seal space 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) is 
urging the public to keep a safe distance from “Neil the seal” following ongoing reports 
of close human interactions. 

NRE Tas wildlife experts warn the public not to approach, touch, or attempt to engage 
or feed the seal as it can alter his natural behaviour and lead to unsafe situations. 

Dr. Kris Carlyon, Section head for Wildlife Health and Marine at NRE Tas said that 
while Neil has become a well-known and much-loved visitor along Tasmania’s 
coastline, he remains a wild animal and increased human interaction is placing both 
the animal and members of the public at risk. 

“We understand people are excited to see Neil up close, but it’s important to remember 
he is a wild seal, not a pet,” Dr. Carlyon said. 

“Close interaction can cause stress and may lead to defensive behaviour, increasing 
the risk of injury to people and the animal. 

“Relocating wild seals is not a simple exercise. It involves sedation and transport, 
which can be stressful and carries inherent risks for the animal and the personnel 
involved. 

“Our clear preference is to avoid this outcome. The best way the community can help 
is by giving Neil the space he needs to remain safe and wild.” 

NRE Tas is asking the public to follow simple guidelines: 

 Stay at least 20m away (or 6 Neil lengths away). 
 Do not touch, feed, or approach the seal 
 Keep dogs on a leash and under control 
 Avoid blocking the seal’s access to the water 

 

By respecting these guidelines, the community can help ensure Neil’s wellbeing and 
avoid the need for intervention. 
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“We all play a role in protecting Tasmania’s wildlife. Observing seals from a distance 
is the safest way to enjoy these encounters.” 

NRE Tas will continue to monitor the situation and may increase on-ground presence 
in areas where the seal is sighted. 
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