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Four new H5 bird flu events recorded

The number of H5 bird flu events in Tasmania is now 37, with four new events
recorded since the previous update on 9 September 2026.

Three of these events occurred in new locations, with a silver gull in Hobart’'s
CBBD testing positive for H5 bird flu, a greater crested tern testing positive in St
Helens in the North East and another greater crested tern testing positive in
Dodges Ferry in the State's south.

The fourth event involved a new species, with a positive detection in a white-
faced storm petrel recorded in Stanley, a location where there have been
previous positive detections in other bird species.

A bird flu event is one or more confirmed cases of bird flu in a species at the
same location. Whether one bird tests positive or several birds of the same
species test positive at the same location, it is counted as one event.

State Biosecurity Controller Rae Burrows said the community could now access
information about current bird flu detections in Tasmania through the new online
dashboard and interactive map available on the Department of Natural Resources
and Environment Tasmania's (NRE Tas) website.

"The new dashboard brings together the most up-to-date information on bird flu
detections, testing activity and community reports over the previous 14-day
period.

"Showing both positive and negative test results helps provide context about
where testing is occurring and what surveillance is finding," Ms Burrows said.

The dashboard demonstrates that bird flu activity is being actively monitored
across the State.

Ms Burrows said another initiative launched by NRE Tas was a register of
Tasmanian owners of pet and domestic birds, who have an important role to play
in helping strengthen the State's biosecurity response.
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"Our new register will allow us to communicate detections and help disease-
tracing efforts.

"Whether you have two backyard chickens or a larger hobby flock, we'd
encourage you to register.

"Every bird owner can play a role in helping us strengthen Tasmania's response."

There have been no positive detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian commercial
poultry, domestic poultry or pet birds, and chicken meat and eggs remain safe to
eat.

Tasmanians are asked to continue reporting sick or dead birds and other wildlife,
even if H5 bird flu has already been detected in their area.

"Reports from the community remain important to our surveillance efforts and
help us understand how the disease is moving across Tasmania," Ms Burrows
said.

If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife:
AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see, including the type of animal, the number of animals, the
location, and any photos or video.

REPORT it by calling the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline as soon as possible
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

View the dashboard at: www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu
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