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H5 bird flu detected on Flinders Island

H5 bird flu has been detected on Flinders Island.

A greater crested tern has tested positive to H5 bird flu. This is the first detection
on the island.

The number of H5 bird flu events in the state is now 31.
A bird flu event is one or more confirmed cases of bird flu at the same location.

Whether one bird tests positive or several birds test positive at the same location,
it is counted as one event.

State Controller Justin Helmich said detection on Flinders Island was to be
expected.

“The reality is that H5 bird flu is likely present throughout the Tasmanian
environment,” Mr Helmich said.

“We expect to see more detections in new areas of the state as H5 bird flu
continues to spread.”

There have been no detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian commercial poultry
and no mass mortality events. Chicken meat and eggs remain safe to eat.

The Department of Health advises that human infection with H5 bird flu is rare, and
the current risk to people in Tasmania remains low.

People can reduce their risk by avoiding contact with sick or dead birds and other
animals, including their feathers, saliva, bodily fluids and droppings.

Tasmanians are asked to remain vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other
wildlife:

AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see, including the animal type, number of animals, location, and
take photos or video if safe to do so.
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REPORT it to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 or through
the online reporting form.

Community members should avoid handling sick or dead wildlife wherever possible.
If disposal is required in an affected area, follow the advice provided and take
appropriate precautions. Keep pets away from affected animals, keep dogs on a lead
and keep cats contained.

For current advice visit www.nre.tas.qgov.au/BirdFlu.

For information about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you develop
symptoms after contact with sick or dead birds or other animals, visit
www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza.
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