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Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  

H5 bird flu preparedness and monitoring 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) 

continues to monitor H5 bird flu, which has been confirmed in two migratory wild 

birds in Western Australia and one migratory wild bird in South Australia. 

There are no detected cases of H5 bird flu in Tasmania. 

There is no evidence of any mass mortality in birds, wildlife or spread to other 

animals in Western Australia or South Australia, and no detection in poultry. 

In Tasmania, ongoing sampling and testing shows bird flu has not been detected 

here, so people and businesses can continue their normal activities but are asked to 

stay vigilant for signs of disease, particularly in birds. 

Tasmania is well prepared to respond to the arrival of H5 bird flu but early detection 

is key. 

If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife, do not touch them: 

• AVOID contact. 

• RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the 

location and take photos or video.  

• REPORT to the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible on 

1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form on the NRE Tas website 

www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu  

Keep pets away from wildlife. Prevent cats from roaming and keep dogs on leads in 

wildlife areas. If you own or work with chickens or other birds, make sure wild birds 

can’t mingle or access their feed and water. 

Annual seasonal influenza (flu) vaccination is recommended for everyone aged six 

months and older. The seasonal flu vaccine does not protect against bird flu. It may 

reduce the chance of having seasonal flu at the same time as being exposed to bird 

flu. For more visit www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza  

http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu
http://www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza
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NRE Tas has been working closely with stakeholders and other government 

agencies, as well as industry and wildlife sectors, to prepare for bird flu and ensure 

potential cases are immediately investigated and tested where appropriate. 

More information about bird flu and how you can prepare, including the Tasmanian 

Avian Influenza Readiness and Response Plan, is at www.nre.tas.gov/BirdFlu. 

Australian Government information is at www.birdflu.gov.au 

Human health information is at www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza  
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