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H5 bird flu reaches new species and locations 
H5 bird flu has been detected in two new locations and in two new species. 
 
A silver gull at Strahan has tested positive to H5 bird flu. This is the first detection at 
Strahan. 
 
A black-faced cormorant has tested positive near Currie on King Island. This is the first 
detection in this species. 
 
A peregrine falcon has tested positive at Britton’s Swamp in the far northwest. This is 
the first detection in this species and at Britton’s Swamp. 
 
The number of H5 bird flu events in the state is now 28. 
 
A bird flu event is one or more confirmed cases of bird flu at the same location. 
Whether one bird tests positive or several birds test positive at the same location, it is 
counted as one event. 
 
Incident Controller Wes Ford said the detection of H5 bird flu in species such as the 
peregrine falcon and black-faced cormorant highlights that the virus is affecting a 
growing range of wild birds in Tasmania. 
 
“The detection in a peregrine falcon reminds us that bird flu is not limited to seabirds 
alone and has the potential to affect some of the wildlife that makes Tasmania 
unique,” Mr Ford said. 
 
Reporting bird flu to the Tasmanian community is focused on affected locations, 
species and events rather than counting every individual bird or animal affected.  
 
“We know there will be a growing number of positive detections as reporting and 
surveillance continue but the most significant developments will be when bird flu is 
detected somewhere new or in a species that hasn’t previously been affected,” Mr 
Ford said. 
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“We recognise people want clear information and want to understand what it means 
for their local area and the wildlife they care about. 
 
“Reporting new locations, species and events means we’re providing more meaningful 
information to the community.” 
 
There have been no detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian poultry. Chicken meat and 
eggs remain safe to eat. 
 
The Department of Health advises that human infection with H5 bird flu is rare, and the 
current risk to people in Tasmania remains low. 
 
People can reduce their risk by avoiding contact with sick or dead birds and other 
animals, including their feathers, saliva, bodily fluids and droppings. 
 
Tasmanians are asked to remain vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife: 
 
AVOID contact. 
RECORD what you see, including the animal type, number of animals, location, and 
take photos or video if safe to do so. 
REPORT it to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 or through the 
online reporting form. 
 
Community members should avoid handling sick or dead wildlife wherever possible. If 
disposal is required in an affected area, follow the advice provided and take 
appropriate precautions. Keep pets away from affected animals, keep dogs on a lead 
and keep cats contained. 
 

For current advice visit www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu. 
 
For information about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you develop 
symptoms after contact with sick or dead birds or other animals, visit 
www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza. 
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