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Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania

Tasmania records sixth case of H5 bird flu

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in relation to this
announcement. Please refer to the information contained in this release.

Six cases of H5 bird flu have now been detected in Tasmania, following positive test
results from two crested terns found in North-West Tasmania on Saturday 15
August.

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) Incident
Controller Wes Ford said both birds were reported by separate members of the
public.

One of the deceased birds was found in Burnie and the other at Sulphur Creek near
Penguin.

“These latest two cases are not unexpected and demonstrate that timely public
reporting is critical as we continue our monitoring and response efforts,” Mr Ford
said.

“We thank the two community members for their vigilance and prompt reporting.

“The detection of our fifth and sixth cases of H5 bird flu is a reminder of the
importance of our ongoing surveillance and preparedness efforts across the state.

“Saturday’s surveillance efforts have provided a significant baseline on healthy
populations of local native bird and seal populations for use in long-term
conservation efforts and understanding any potential impacts on these species.”

About 760 kilometres of Tasmania's North West was inspected on Saturday.

Almost seven hours of footage was recorded, with no mass mortalities or obvious
instances of H5 Bird Flu identified by aircrew.

An analysis of the footage will be undertaken.
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Samples from the two crested terns were sent to the Animal Health Laboratories at
Mount Pleasant for testing and returned positive results for H5 bird flu.

The samples will be sent to the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness in
Geelong on Monday 17 August for confirmation testing and sequencing.

“While there have been no detections in Tasmanian poultry, we continue to work
closely with industry, government and wildlife experts to support a coordinated
response and protect the state's poultry sector,” Mr Ford said.

“Our advice to industry is that voluntary housing of poultry remains the most
appropriate approach at this stage. We encourage poultry producers to maintain
practical on-farm biosecurity measures to reduce contact between poultry and wild
birds.”

More information can be found on the NRE Tas website: www.nre.tas.gov.au/birdflu

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife:
AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location and
take photos or video.

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible on
1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

More information: www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu

Aerial surveillance footage and photos can be downloaded below (Credit:
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania):

https://drive.gooqle.com/drive/folders/182dZLIro 5WatybjHAEzixFv1Dv viGp
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