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17 August 2026 
 

Wes Ford, Incident Controller 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  
 

Tasmanian bird flu tally rises to 10 
Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in relation 

to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in this 

release. 

Four cases of H5 bird flu have been confirmed in Tasmania overnight, bringing the 

total number of cases recorded in the state to 10.  

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) Incident 

Controller Wes Ford said the deceased birds were discovered on King Island and 

reported to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on Sunday 16 August and were 

recovered by a NRE Tas surveillance team.  

Samples from the birds were sent to the Animal Health Laboratories at Mount 

Pleasant for testing and returned positive results for H5 bird flu.  

The samples will be sent to the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness in 

Geelong for confirmation testing and sequencing. 

“Two crested terns and two silver gulls were found at three locations on beaches and 

bays around Currie on King Island,” Mr Ford said.  

“Unfortunately, we expect to continue to find bird flu and the community continues to 

play an important role by promptly reporting sick or dead birds to the Emergency 

Animal Disease hotline. 

“Community vigilance complements NRE Tas’ monitoring and response efforts.”  

Tasmania's focus remains on early detection, strong surveillance and rapid 

response. Over the weekend, around 760 kilometres of Tasmania’s North West was 

inspected. 
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“No mass mortalities or obvious instances of H5 bird flu were identified by crews and 

work is now underway to review footage in detail,” Mr Ford said.  

Mr Ford said that there had been no detections in Tasmanian poultry and chicken 

and eggs remain safe to eat. 

“We continue to work closely with industry, government and wildlife experts to 

support a coordinated response and protect the state's poultry sector,” Mr Ford said. 

“Our advice to industry is that voluntary housing of poultry remains the most 

appropriate approach at this stage. We encourage poultry producers to maintain 

practical on-farm biosecurity measures to reduce contact between poultry and wild 

birds.”  

See the table below for the list of bird flu detections testing positive to date.  

Date of positive result  Location Species 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 silver gulls 

15 August 2026 Burnie 1 crested tern 

15 August 2026 Sulphur Creek 1 crested tern 

14 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

13 August 2026 Currie, King Island  1 crested tern 

12 August 2026 Burgess Cove, Rocky Cape 1 brown skua 

 

More information can be found on the NRE Tas website: www.nre.tas.gov.au/birdflu  

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife: 

AVOID contact. 

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location and 

take photos or video. 

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible on 

1800 675 888 or through the  online reporting form. 

CHECK current advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu 

Aerial surveillance footage and photos can be downloaded below (Credit: 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania):  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/182dZLlro_5WqtybjHAEzixFv1Dv_yfGp  

ENDS 

http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/birdflu
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctrk.klclick1.com%2Fl%2F01KZYZVF1KR6RYDSSP9WX4DAVK_0&data=05%7C02%7Cnicole.mayne%40nre.tas.gov.au%7C93709fcf26db427c341c08def9a78377%7Cf0b66421a90e4fa98654e2bc60d50347%7C0%7C0%7C639222695045009651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sG%2BQiJaSOLYmxlSiHpkrP0j0jgTC7F8gy5QQJaZ5s2E%3D&reserved=0
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Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au  

Emily Hill - 0459 387 258 
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