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Tasmanian bird flu update 
Tasmania now has 11 detections of H5 bird flu with a new positive detection in a 
crested tern in the State’s north west yesterday. 

The Animal Health Laboratories at Mount Pleasant confirmed the positive result 
for H5 bird flu from the bird collected from Rocky Cape. 

The sample has now been sent to the Australian Centre for Disease 
Preparedness in Geelong for confirmation testing and sequencing.  

“The detection of bird flu in Tasmania was anticipated. Currently, detections are 
located on or near the north west coast but we should be aware that further 
detections in other locations are likely over time,” Mr Ford said. 

“We will continue to keep the community up to date with positive detections.” 

Tasmania's focus remains on early detection, strong surveillance and rapid 
response.  

“At this point, there is no evidence of mass mortalities and there has been no 
detections in Tasmanian poultry and chicken and eggs remain safe to eat,” Mr 
Ford said. 

Mr Ford said that pet owners had an important part to play in Tasmania’s bird flu 
response. 

“Some domestic animals, including dogs and cats, can be affected with bird flu 
through close contact with sick or dead wildlife, body fluids, or contaminated 
environments.  

“Dog owners are strongly encouraged to observe local government ‘on and off’ 
lead laws or no dog zones, to protect birds from unnecessary stress. 

“When walking your dog, keep it on a lead and prevent it from investigating, 
touching or scavenging dead birds, sick wildlife or animal carcasses to prevent it 
from potential exposure to bird flu,” Mr Ford said. 



D26-166273 

“Dogs that smell or eat dead birds could transmit the virus to backyard poultry.” 

Cat owners are also encouraged to keep their cats contained to reduce the risk of 
catching the disease and bringing it home. 

See the table below for the list of bird flu detections testing positive to date.  

Date of positive result  Location Species 

18 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 crested tern 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 silver gulls 

15 August 2026 Burnie 1 crested tern 

15 August 2026 Sulphur Creek 1 crested tern 

14 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

13 August 2026 Currie, King Island  1 crested tern 

12 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 brown skua 

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other 
wildlife: 

AVOID contact. 

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location 
and take photos or video. 

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible 
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form. 

CHECK current advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu 

Aerial surveillance footage and photos from Saturday, 15 August are available 
(Credit: Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania).  

ENDS 

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in 
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in 
this release. 

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au  

Emily Hill – 0459 387 258 
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