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Tasmanian bird flu update

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) is
increasing surveillance and monitoring activities on King Island as part of its
ongoing response to HS bird flu.

Incident Controller Wes Ford said additional NRE Tas staff were being deployed
to strengthen surveillance, monitoring and collection activities in the area.

“Our on-ground surveillance efforts, together with reports from the community,
continue to help us identify and investigate sick and dead wild birds,” Mr Ford
said.

“Unfortunately, our surveillance team found 28 dead penguins and three dead
crested terns at the Port of Grassy on King Island yesterday.

“Tasmanians care deeply about our wildlife, and particularly our penguins, so we
understand that reports like these may be distressing for the community.

“We are committed to supporting the King Island community and local industries
through ongoing surveillance, regular communication and timely advice as we
continue to monitor the situation.

“Samples have been collected and sent for laboratory testing with results
expected during the week.”

NRE Tas staff plan to collect the dead birds today to reduce the risk of
transmission.

Mr Ford said surveillance activities were continuing, and that Tasmania’s
confirmed positive detections remained at 11.

“We expect to continue receiving reports of sick and dead birds on King Island,
along the north west coast and in other parts of Tasmania.

“That is why ongoing surveillance, monitoring and testing remain critical.”
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Tasmanians are reminded to avoid contact with sick or dead birds and other
wildlife and to report sightings through the appropriate channels.

“It is important to know that there is no evidence of a mass mortality event in
Tasmania, there have been no detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian poultry, and
chicken and eggs remain safe to eat,” Mr Ford said.

Mr Ford said that everyone could help protect wildlife, pets and their community
by avoiding contact with sick or dead animals and following simple biosecurity
precautions.

“Keeping cats indoors or in a secure outdoor enclosure is the best way to reduce
their risk of infection while also helping protect Tasmania's native wildlife,” Mr
Ford said.

“When you’re walking you dog, keep it on a lead, prevent it from investigating,
touching or eating sick or dead birds and other wildlife and follow local council
requirements relating to dog access and lead control.

“People with domestic poultry and pet birds could help by preventing contact
between wild birds and their birds where possible.”

Mr Ford said further advice on protecting domestic poultry and pet birds, including

signs of H5 bird flu to watch for, was available on the NRE Tas website.

He also reiterated advice provided by the Department of Health that human
infection with H5 bird flu remains rare.

The current risk of H5 bird flu to people in Tasmania is low.

“People can prevent getting bird flu by staying away from sick or dead birds and
other animals, including their feathers, fluids, saliva, faeces (droppings) and other
contaminated material,” Mr Ford said.

See the table below for the list of bird flu detections testing positive to date.

Date of positive result Location Species

18 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 crested tern
16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns
16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 silver gulls
15 August 2026 Burnie 1 crested tern
15 August 2026 Sulphur Creek 1 crested tern
14 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns
13 August 2026 Currie, King Island 1 crested tern
12 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 brown skua
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Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other
wildlife:

AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location
and take photos or video.

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

Check current advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals in
the wild, at work or at home: www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza

ENDS

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in
this release.

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au
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