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Tasmanian bird flu update

Tasmania has recorded one new positive bird flu case overnight.

A little penguin collected from Grassy yesterday has tested positive, with testing
of a second little penguin inconclusive.

Incident Controller, Wes Ford, said both samples have been sent to the
Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness for further testing.

“The little penguin mortality event is not considered a mass mortality event, and
the condition of the remaining deceased birds meant they were unsuitable for
testing.

“As a result, the cause of death could not be confirmed, although it may be
assumed to have been from bird flu.

“Our teams continue to monitor reports of sick and dead birds closely, with results
from surveillance informing our response.”

There is no single number that defines a mass mortality event as it would depend
on many factors, including the species involved, the size of the local population,
the timeframe over which the deaths occurred, and the number of deaths.

Mr Ford also said community engagement is playing an important role in the
ongoing response to bird flu in Tasmania, with community information sessions
held on King Island yesterday.

“The sessions provided an opportunity for residents, local government
representatives and media to hear directly from NRE Tas staff and discuss the
ongoing surveillance and management of bird flu on the island and mainland
Tasmania.

“The community’s role remains critical in helping us understand and respond to
the spread of bird flu.
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Information signage about bird flu has been installed at key locations across King
Island, and we will continue to support the King Island community as the situation
develops.”

Mr Ford reiterated there is still no evidence of a mass mortality event and no
detection in Tasmanian poultry.

“Given the increasing numbers of birds being collected and sampled, the
reporting of birds will move from daily to twice weekly reporting of individual
numbers, unless a significant event occurs or a change in circumstances that the
community needs to be aware of.

This will ensure ongoing community awareness but enable the incident team to
focus on its surveillance, response and testing.”

See the table below for the list of bird flu detections testing positive to date.

Date of positive result Location Species
21 August 2026 Grassy, King Island 1 penguin
20 August 2026 Currie, King Island 4 silver gulls

1 white fronted tern

2 crested terns

18 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 crested tern
16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns
16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 silver gulls
15 August 2026 Burnie 1 crested tern
15 August 2026 Sulphur Creek 1 crested tern
14 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns
13 August 2026 Currie, King Island 1 crested tern
12 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 brown skua

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other
wildlife:

AVOID contact, if possible.

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location
and take photos or video.
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REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

Community members should avoid touching sick or dead wildlife wherever possible
and keep pets away. If disposal is required in an affected area, follow the advice
provided and take appropriate precautions.

Check advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals in
the wild, at work or at home: www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza

ENDS

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in
this release.

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au
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