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23 August 2026 
 

Wes Ford, Incident Controller 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  
 

Tasmanian bird flu update 
The number of positive H5 bird flu detections remain at 19 with no additional 
positive detections confirmed overnight. 

Incident Controller Wes Ford said 15 of the 19 positive detections recorded in 
Tasmania to date had been from beaches and bays around Currie on King Island, 
with the most recent positive detection found at Grassy.  

"Birds travelling from sub-Antarctic islands frequently move through Bass Strait 
and arrive on King Island because of its geographic location," Mr Ford said. 

"As a result, King Island is one of the places where we would expect to see birds 
that are sick or dying from bird flu. 

"Unfortunately, we are likely to continue receiving reports of sick and dead birds 
on King Island and along Tasmania's north west coast." 

Mr Ford acknowledged the detections would be concerning for King Island 
residents. 

"We know this is a difficult time for King Island residents and thank the community 
for its patience, cooperation and support as we respond to this situation. 

"The community are our eyes and ears on the ground. Reports from residents 
help inform our surveillance and response." 

Samples have been sent to the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness in 
Geelong for further testing. 

"This testing will help us better understand the movement of the virus and 
whether cases are linked to transmission within Tasmania or from interstate 
sources," Mr Ford said. 

Mr Ford reiterated there has been no mass mortality event in Tasmania and no 
detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian poultry. 
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"The virus is here to stay, and it is possible we will see waves of infection across 
Tasmania, with periods of low mortality followed by periods of increased bird 
deaths. 

"We do not yet know how the virus will affect all Tasmanian species over time, so 
ongoing surveillance is important. 

"Our priority is to limit impacts on wild bird populations and, critically, prevent the 
virus from entering commercial and domestic poultry flocks." 

Community engagement continues to play an important role in the response, with 
NRE Tas staff holding community information sessions on King Island. 

NRE Tas staff have held drop-in sessions and continue to engage directly with 
residents. 

"The King Island community has been highly engaged and supportive, and we 
thank residents for their ongoing cooperation,” Mr Ford said. 

Information signage about bird flu has been installed at key locations across King 
Island, including community noticeboards, businesses, the airport and coastal 
areas. 

Mr Ford also encouraged residents to take precautions with household pets. 

"We encourage King Island residents to keep dogs on a leash and cats contained 
where possible. We do not want pets coming into contact with sick or deceased 
birds and potentially becoming infected." 

Mr Ford thanked King Island Council for its ongoing support. 

"We are working closely with King Island Council, which has been proactive and 
in regular contact with the incident management team. We appreciate the 
important role they are playing in supporting the local community." 

Given the increasing number of birds being collected and sampled, reporting will 
move from daily updates to twice-weekly reporting of individual bird numbers, 
unless a significant event or change in circumstances occurs. 

"This will ensure the community remains informed while allowing the incident 
management team to focus on surveillance, response and testing activities," Mr 
Ford said. 

See the table below for the list of bird flu detections testing positive to date.  

Date of positive result  Location Species 

21 August 2026 Grassy, King Island 1 little penguin 

20 August 2026 Currie, King Island 4 silver gulls 

1 white fronted tern 

2 crested terns 
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18 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 crested tern 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

16 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 silver gulls 

15 August 2026 Burnie 1 crested tern 

15 August 2026 Sulphur Creek 1 crested tern 

14 August 2026 Currie, King Island 2 crested terns 

13 August 2026 Currie, King Island  1 crested tern 

12 August 2026 Rocky Cape 1 brown skua 

 

Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other 
wildlife: 

AVOID contact, if possible. 

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location 
and take photos or video. 

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible 
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form. 

Community members should avoid touching sick or dead wildlife wherever possible 
and keep pets away. If disposal is required in an affected area, follow the advice 
provided and take appropriate precautions. 

Check advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu 

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have 
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals in 
the wild, at work or at home: www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza  

 

ENDS 

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in 
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in 
this release. 

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au  
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