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Tasmanian bird flu update

The number of positive H5 bird flu detections remain at 19, with no additional
positive detections confirmed overnight.

The 19 positive detections recorded in Tasmania to date have been identified in
silver gulls, crested terns, a white-fronted tern, a brown skua and a little penguin.
Detections have been recorded from birds collected on King Island and at Rocky
Cape, Burnie and Sulphur Creek on Tasmania's north west coast.

Incident Controller Wes Ford said 15 of the 19 positive detections recorded in
Tasmania to date had been from beaches and bays around Currie on King Island.

"The species affected so far are coastal birds or species that travel through Bass
Strait and between Tasmania and sub-Antarctic regions," Mr Ford said.

"While these birds are primarily found along coastlines, beaches, bays and
offshore environments, some species can occasionally be found inland, including
near rivers, wetlands and other waterways, or after being displaced by weather
events.

"That is why we encourage Tasmanians to report sick or dead birds regardless of
whether they are found on the coast or further inland.

"Reports from members of the public help inform where we focus surveillance
activities and improve our understanding of how the virus is moving through wild
bird populations.”

Since the previous update, NRE Tas teams have responded to reports of sick and
deceased birds across King Island and mainland Tasmania, undertaking
collection, surveillance and sampling activities at multiple locations.

NRE Tas assesses and triages reports based on a range of factors, including the
species involved, symptoms in live birds, the condition of dead birds and
proximity to known cases. Veterinary staff support this process to ensure
collection and sampling decisions are evidence-based.

D26-169394



Samples continue to be assessed and tested as part of Tasmania's surveillance
program.

"The virus is likely to remain present in wild bird populations and ongoing
surveillance will help us understand how it is affecting different species and
locations over time."

Mr Ford reiterated there have been no detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian
poultry.

"Our priority remains protecting commercial and backyard poultry flocks while
limiting impacts on wild bird populations through early detection, strong
surveillance and rapid response," he said.

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas)
remains focused on the early detection, strong surveillance and rapid response to
H5 bird flu.

If you see sick or dead birds or wildlife

Tasmanians are urged to remain vigilant.

If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife:
« AVOID contact.

« RECORD what you see, including the type of animal, number of animals,
location and take photos if it is safe to do so.

« REPORT the sighting by calling the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on
1800 675 888 as soon as possible or through the online reporting form.

Community members should avoid touching sick or dead wildlife wherever
possible and keep pets away from affected animals. If disposal is required in an
affected area, follow advice provided by authorities and take appropriate
precautions.

More information about bird flu and reporting suspected cases is available at
www.nre.tas.gov.au/bird-flu.

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals, at
www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza.

ENDS

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in
this release.

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au
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