
D26-170163 

 
 
 

 
26 August 2026 
 

Wes Ford, Incident Controller 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  
 

Tasmanian bird flu update 
Six positive detections of H5 bird flu, including two positive detections in the north 
and north east, have been confirmed overnight, bringing the total number 
recorded in Tasmania to 25. 

The new detections include a crested tern at Lulworth, a crested tern at 
Scottsdale, two crested terns in Burnie, one crested tern at Sea Elephant River 
on King Island, and a little penguin at Grassy on King Island. 

Incident Controller Wes Ford said the latest results reflected Tasmania's active 
surveillance program and highlighted the importance of continued community 
reporting.  

"The identification of more positive detections on the main island of Tasmania 
including in the north and north east was not unexpected. 

“It is a reminder that the disease cannot be eradicated, and we will continue to 
find more positive detections in new areas of the state going forward." 

"Many of our positive detections have been identified through community playing 
their part in Tasmania’s strong bird flu response,” Mr Ford said. 

“I want to thank those people who reported a sick or dead bird to the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hotline. It is invaluable information about the disease pathway 
and its impact on Tasmanian wildlife in the state.” 

Mr Ford said that positive detections recorded in Tasmania to date had been 
coastal and seabird species but that over time we could expect to see detections 
travel further inland and in other species as we are seeing on mainland Australia. 

"That is why we encourage Tasmanians to report all sick or dead birds regardless 
of whether they are found on the coast or further inland." 

Mr Ford reiterated there have been no detections of H5 bird flu in Tasmanian 
poultry. 
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Surveillance summary since the previous update: 

• Two additional locations of positive detections have been confirmed being 
Lulworth and Scottsdale. 

• Tasmania has now recorded 25 positive detections of H5 bird flu since 
12 August 2026. 

• Positive birds were identified at locations including Grassy and Sea 
Elephant River on King Island, Burnie, Rocky Cape, Sulphur Creek 
Scottsdale, Lulworth. 

• No new species have tested positive overnight. 

• Surveillance and sampling activities continue across King Island and 
mainland Tasmania. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) is 
focused on the early detection, strong surveillance and rapid response to H5 bird 
flu. 

If you see sick or dead birds or wildlife: 

• AVOID contact. 

• RECORD what you see, including the type of animal, number of animals, 
location and take photos if it is safe to do so. 

• REPORT the sighting by calling the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 
1800 675 888 as soon as possible or through the online reporting form. 

Community members should avoid touching sick or dead wildlife wherever 
possible and keep pets away from affected animals. If disposal is required in an 
affected area, follow advice provided by authorities and take appropriate 
precautions. 

More information about bird flu and reporting suspected cases is available at 
www.nre.tas.gov.au/bird-flu. 

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have 
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals, at 
www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza. 

ENDS 

Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in 
relation to this announcement. Please refer to the information contained in 
this release. 

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au  
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