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Tasmanian bird flu update

Tasmania has recorded an additional eight detections of H5 bird flu, including in
an forest raven, bringing the total positive detections to 33.

The new detections include a crested tern at Naracoopa on King Island, a forest
raven at Loorana on King Island, a silver gull at Currie on King Island, two silver
gulls at Stanley, two crested terns at Stanley, and crested tern at Wynyard.

Samples have been sent to CSIRO’s Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness
in Geelong for confirmation testing and sequencing.

Incident Controller Wes Ford said surveillance and testing continues to help
monitor for disease.

“We know we will continue to find more positive detections in Tasmania, so these
results were not unexpected,” Mr Ford said.

“Additional aerial surveys will be conducted this weekend and on-ground
surveillance continues statewide.

“Thank you to all members of the community for your continued assistance by
reporting suspected disease.”

So far, there are no mass mortalities and no detection in Tasmanian poultry.
“Chicken and eggs remain safe to eat,” Mr Ford said.

Advice provided by the Department of Health is that human infection with H5 bird
flu is rare.

“The current risk of H5 bird flu to people in Tasmania is low,” Mr Ford said.

People can prevent getting bird flu by staying away from sick or dead birds and
other animals, including their feathers, fluids, saliva, faeces (droppings) and other
contaminated material.
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Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other
wildlife:

AVOID contact.

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location
and take photos or video.

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible
on 1800 675 888 or through the online reporting form.

Community members should avoid touching sick or dead wildlife wherever possible
and keep pets away. If disposal is required in an affected area, follow the advice
provided and take appropriate precautions.

Check advice www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu

Learn more about bird flu and human health, including what to do if you have
symptoms and have recently been close to sick or dead birds or other animals in
the wild, at work or at home: www.health.tas.gov.au/bird-flu-avian-influenza

ENDS

Media note: There will be no media event in relation to this announcement.
Please refer to the information contained in this release.

Contact: NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au
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