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Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  
 

Two further cases of bird flu detected 
Media note: There will be no media event or interview opportunities in relation to this 

announcement. Please refer to the information contained in this release. 

Two further cases of H5 bird flu have been detected in Tasmania. 

On Thursday afternoon (13 August 2026), two crested terns were collected near 

Currie on King Island and samples were taken to the Animal Health Laboratories at 

Mount Pleasant for testing.  

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) Incident 

Controller, Wes Ford, said the test results were positive for H5 Bird Flu. 

“Tasmania has now detected H5 bird flu in four wild birds: a brown skua from Rocky 

Cape and three crested terns from King Island,” Mr Ford said.  

“All detections are in wild seabirds and there have been no detections in commercial 

poultry, backyard poultry or agricultural production systems. Tasmanians can be 

reassured it is safe to eat food like eggs and chicken.” 

The samples have been sent to the Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness in 

Geelong for further confirmatory testing and analysis. 

Mr Ford said Tasmania's focus remained on early detection, strong surveillance and 

rapid response. 

“We have dedicated field teams operating across Tasmania to undertake 

surveillance and collect samples as required,” he said.  

“A helicopter aerial surveillance operation will be undertaken today across the upper 

west coast, King Island, northwest offshore islands and Stanley region to identify any 

additional bird mortalities or signs of disease.” 
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Tasmanians are urged to stay vigilant. If you see sick or dead birds or other wildlife: 

AVOID contact. 

RECORD what you see - the type of animal, the number of animals, the location and 

take photos or video. 

REPORT by calling the Emergency Animal Disease hotline as soon as possible on 

1800 675 888 or through the  online reporting form. 

More information: www.nre.tas.gov.au/BirdFlu 
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