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1. Introduction 
This document complements the Mersey River Catchment Water 
Management Plan 2024 (the Plan) by providing information on the 
current water management arrangements that are in place in the Mersey 
River catchment (below Lake Parangana). 

The Mersey River Catchment Water Management Plan 2024 (the Plan) is complemented by a 
number of other policies and provisions of the Water Management Act 1999 (the Act) which 
collectively support management of water access in the Plan area.  

These management protocols provide current and relevant information for water users in relation 
to the Act and current Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) 
policies and how they are implemented in accordance with the Plan.  
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2. Current water managers and 
suppliers in the Plan area 

There are four organisations that have responsibilities for management and/or supply of water in 
the Plan area.  

NRE Tasmania provides information and services to contribute towards the sustainable use and 
management of the State’s water resources. It manages the rules for extraction of water under 
the Act and the Mersey River Catchment Water Management Plan 2024 including but not limited 
to: water licensing and transfers; permits for dam and well works; and allocation limits and water 
access rules.  

Hydro Tasmania manages water in the Mersey Forth hydro-electric district above the outlet at 
Parangana Dam (outside the Plan area). Hydro Tasmania is also responsible for ensuring water 
releases from Parangana Dam into the Mersey River do not fall under the minimum 
environmental release from Lake Parangana under the conditions of their Special Licence 
Agreement, which is now 160 ML/day.  

Hydro Tasmania also manages water releases from Lake Parangana under contractual water 
supply agreements with Tasmanian Irrigation for the Sassafras Wesley Vale Irrigation Scheme 
and Mersey Irrigators Group1 for irrigation purposes during periods of restriction. 

For further information on Hydro Tasmania releases for various purposes see the Hydro 
Tasmania website2. 

Tasmanian Irrigation extracts water from the Mersey River to supply the Sassafras Wesley 
Irrigation Scheme. Tasmanian Irrigation hold a Watercourse Authority under Part 6A of the Act 
that authorizes the transfer of water from Parangana Dam to the Scheme offtake point. 

Tasmanian Irrigation also deliver water from outside the plan area to farmers in the plan area via: 

 the Greater Meander Irrigation Scheme to the Mole Creek, Lobster Rivulet and Coilers 
Creek catchments. 

 the Don Irrigation Scheme to farms in the upper reaches of the Dasher River and 
Redwater Creek catchments. 

For further information on Tasmanian Irrigation schemes in the area see the Tasmanian Irrigation 
website3. 

TasWater has a water licence to take water for domestic purposes from the Mole Creek 
catchment. With the exception of the Mole Creek area most water delivered to households in the 
Plan area through TasWater’s reticulated system comes from outside the Plan area. 

 
1 a group of farmers who extract water from the main stem of the Mersey River 

2 https://www.hydro.com.au/water, https://www.hydro.com.au/water/water-use or 
https://www.hydro.com.au/water/water-releases. 

3 https://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/active-schemes-map. 
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3. Water Access Arrangements 
This section provides details of how restrictions are implemented in order of priority before 
stream flow levels reach the cease-to-take thresholds specified in the Mersey River Catchment 
Water Management Plan 2024. These staged restrictions and information related to them are 
presented in sections 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3. 

The purpose of staged restrictions is to provide fair, equitable and orderly access to water when 
the demand for water under Surety 5 and 6 allocations on water licences exceed the volume of 
water available above the cease-to-take threshold. The staged restrictions are applied in 
accordance with Division 3 Part 6 of the Water Management Act 1999. 

The restriction thresholds on stages above the cease-to-take are based on the daily average 
flow. 

Table 3 of the Plan presents the cease-to-take thresholds, which from December to May is a 
constant 195 ML/day. The cease-to-take is higher and more variable in the June to November 
period reflecting the natural flows variability in the Plan area over these months. 

When stream flow levels fall to or below the cease-to-take thresholds at the Mersey River at 
Shale Road stream flow gauging station (Figure 1), flows throughout the Plan area are likely to 
be at levels where extraction for commercial use will represent an unacceptable risk to the 
environment (Surety 2) and essential water under Surety 1 (town water, and stock and domestic 
water rights (Rights under Part 5 of the Act)). At these thresholds all takes under Surety 5 and 6 
water allocations will be restricted to protect Surety 1 and 2 water. 

The relevant conveyance volumes passing across the Shale Road stream flow gauging station 
must be fully accounted for by NRE Tas and deducted from flow at the gauge when interpreting 
and applying access thresholds. For further information on monitoring, assessment of flow, and 
conveyance of water refer to Sections 4 and 5. 

3.1 Notification of current restrictions in the Mersey 
River Catchment Water Management Plan area 

Information on current water restriction notices for the Plan area can be accessed online through 
FarmPoint4. 

Notification of restrictions can be received by SMS. To have a mobile phone number registered 
on the SMS notification list, contact NRE Tas: Phone: 1300 368 550 or email: 
water.operations@nre.tas.gov.au. 

  

 
4 Current Irrigation Water Restrictions 
https://farmpoint.tas.gov.au/environment/water/latest-restrictions-and-flood-take-advice-for-rivers-and-
streams 
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Figure 1. Mersey River Catchment Water Management Plan area, showing stream flow gauging 
stations and groundwater monitoring bore sites.
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3.2 Staged restriction thresholds for the take period from    
October to May 

The following staged restriction thresholds presented in Table 1 will be applied from 1 October to 31 May. When stream flows fall below these 
thresholds they will be assessed by an Authorised Officer and formal restriction notices will be issued when restrictions are applied or revoked.  

During periods of restriction water may still be supplied and delivered via the watercourse under Watercourse Authorities (refer to Sections 4 
and 5). 

Table 1. Staged restriction management for the Mersey River Catchment for October to May based on flows measured at the Mersey River at 
Shale Road (station ID 447-1) stream flow gauging station. 

Restriction 
stage 

Flow thresholds (ML/day) 
Restrictions Comment 

October November 
December 

to May  

Low flow 
advisory 

Will be issued within 10 ML/day of Stage 
1 restrictions 

 
Warning that flows are approaching restriction levels for all water licence 

holders with Surety 5 and 6 entitlements.  

Stage 1 400 290 225 

50% Ban on Surety Level 6 
takes. 

Surety Level 5 takes limited to 
no more than the Maximum 

Daily Take 

Surety 6 entitlement holders will be able to take 50% of their Maximum 
Daily Take specified against Surety 6 allocations. 

Surety 5 entitlement holders will be able to take 100% of their Surety 5 
Maximum Daily Take specified against Surety 5 allocations. 

Stage 2 390 280 215 

Ban on all Surety Level 6 
takes. Surety Level 5 Limited 
to no more than the Maximum 

Daily Take. 

Surety 5 entitlement holders will be able to take 100% of their Surety 5 
Maximum Daily Take specified against Surety 5 allocations. 

Stage 3 380 270 205 
50% Ban on all Surety Level 5 

takes 
Surety 5 entitlement holders will be able to take 50% of their Maximum 

Daily Take specified against Surety 5 allocations. 

Stage 4 370 260 195 
Cease-to-take threshold. Ban 

on all Surety 5 and 6 takes 

Cease-to-take threshold in the Mersey River Catchment Water 
Management Plan 2024. Instream dams must not hold back flows and all 

flows into a dam must be passed downstream (where dam outlet structures 
permit). 
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3.3 Staged restriction thresholds for the take period from June 
to September 

The following staged restriction thresholds protocol presented in Table 2 will be applied from June to September. When stream flows fall below 
these thresholds they will be assessed by an Authorised Officer and formal restriction notices will be issued when restrictions are applied or 
revoked.  

Table 2.  Staged restriction management for the Mersey River Catchment for June to September as measured at the Mersey River at Shale 
Road (station ID 447-1) stream flow gauging station. 

Restriction 
stage 

Flow threshold (ML/day) 
Restrictions Comment 

June July August September 

Low flow 
advisory 

Will be issued within 10 ML/day of stage 
1 restrictions 

 Warning that flows are approaching restriction levels for all water 
licence holders with Surety 5 and 6 entitlements. 

Stage 1 

 

360 570 690 610 Ban on all Surety 
Level 6 takes 

Surety 5 entitlement holders will be able to take 100% of their 
Surety 5 Maximum Daily Take specified against Surety 5 

allocations unless the restriction notice specifies differently. 

Stage 2 330 540 660 580 Cease-to-take 
threshold. Ban on 
all Surety Levels 5 

and 6 takes 

Cease-to-take threshold in the Mersey River Catchment Water 
Management Plan 2024. 

Instream dams must not hold back flows and all flows into a dam 
must be passed downstream (where dam outlet structures 

permit). 
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3.4 Opportunistic Take access threshold 
Part 4.4.3 of the Plan provides an opportunistic take access to all water licence holders in the Mersey 
River Catchment Water Management Plan area.  Permission for this take is provided under section 
90 of the Act and the permission document is presented in Appendix One.   

Under this authorisation when the streamflow at the NRE Tasmania streamflow gauge at the Mersey 
River at Shale Road is greater than or equal to 15,000 ML/day water may be taken from the Mersey 
River and its tributaries downstream of Parangana Dam. This take is subject to: 

1. The receipt of notification by an authorised officer that water can be taken. 

2. Maintaining records that demonstrate when water is taken, and the quantity of water taken 
under this authorisation. When directed by the Minister, the licence holder must provide the 
Minister with the records in the manner specified by the Minister. 

3. This authorisation will remain in place until the receipt of notification that it is revoked. 

3.5 Access to water for development 
Part 4.3 of the Plan presents the water allocation limits in the Plan area. While there is no further 
water available for allocation for the period from 1 November to 30 April, there is still a significant 
amount of water available for allocation from 1 May to 31 October at Surety Level 65.   

While some parts of the catchment may be at or approaching full allocation, or have limited 
capacity for the development of further water storage, this does not necessarily preclude access to 
water for new development.   

There is a range of information about access to water and buying or selling water on the NRE Tas 
website (https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-licences) including: 

 Water Licences and Property 

 Applying for a water licence or allocation 

 Buying or selling water 

 Transferring water licences and allocations 

Many properties may also be in areas where they are able to purchase water from one of the three 
Irrigation Schemes operating in the area, or Hydro Tasmania. For more information see Section 2 
of this Protocols document.  

 
5 The limit represents the total volume available from all outlets to the river system. Availability of new 
allocation at Surety Level 6 will be assessed on a case-by-case basis to meet the requirements of the 
Surface Water Allocation Decision Framework and the Plan limits to ensure alignment with the objectives of 
the Water Management Act 1999. Availability considers the hydrology and allocations at specific offtake 
locations and will not reflect this volume at sights upstream of the outlets. 
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4. Monitoring Information  
Stream flow and groundwater level data in the Mersey River catchment are available for a number 
of sites, in real-time on the NRE Tas Water Information Tasmania Web Portal: 
portal.wrt.tas.gov.au (the portal) which can be viewed using a mobile phone or computer. 

It is important to note that in the Mersey River catchment, stream flow levels provided in the portal 
can include additional water being conveyed down the Mersey River (for extraction downstream) 
under approved Watercourse Authorities (WCA). 

There are water supply arrangements between Hydro Tasmania, Tasmanian Irrigation, and other 
water users that extract water from the Mersey River when restrictions are in place. 
Communication between NRE Tas, Tasmanian Irrigation, Hydro Tasmania and other water users 
regarding what water is being transferred in the system, where it is coming from, being delivered 
to, and for what purpose is of key importance to water management in the Plan area. 

In the case of the water supply arrangements with Hydro Tasmania during periods of restrictions, 
NRE Tas contact Hydro Tasmania when notices of partial restrictions on Surety Level 5 allocations 
and cease-to-take thresholds are to be issued. Hydro Tasmania will inform NRE Tas of volumes 
being released.  

Water delivered through Watercourse Authorities and any other supply agreements below the 
Shale Road gauge will be taken into consideration when assessing flows at the gauge.   

The portal will present the total flow recorded at the gauges in the catchment. This flow is the sum 
of the net flow plus any water being delivered down the river and past the gauge, which has 
implications for when restrictions are applied.  In the case of the Shale Road gauge, the portal will 
show the total flow whereas restrictions are applied based on the net flow. See Box 1 for examples 
using the current December to May cease-to-take threshold of 195 ML/day. The flow at the gauge 
and the net flow will be included in restriction notifications NRE Tas issue. 

Box 1. Example showing the current December to May cease-to-take threshold of 195 ML/day and 
restrictions applied using the net flow. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Total flow shown in portal (ML/day) = net flow + water delivered through Watercourse Authorities. 

210 ML/day (total flow) = 190 ML/day (net flow) + 20 ML/day (WCA). Net flow is below the 
195 ML/day cease-to-take threshold and full restriction will be in place. 

or  

210 ML/day (total flow) = 200 ML/day (net flow) + 10 ML/day (WCA). Net flow is above the  
cease-to-take threshold and no cease-to-take restriction will be applied. 
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4.1   Monitoring sites 
Information on surface water flow and groundwater measurement sites for the Plan area are 
shown in Tables 3 and 4, respectively (also see Figure 1). 

The stream flow gauging station on the Mersey River at Shale Road (station ID 447-1) is the main 
flow management site for the catchment.  All access thresholds in the Plan are measured and 
applied based on flows at this site.  

Table 3 Stream flow gauging stations  

Water 
resource 

Stream flow gauging 
station 

Station 
number 

Owned and 
operated by 

Easting Northing 

Mersey 
River 

Mersey River at Shale 
Road 

447-1 NRE Tas 451607.9 5430783.1 

Mersey River at Liena 60-1 Hydro 
Tasmania 

435357.9 5398932.5 

Mole 
Creek 

Mole Creek D/S 
Sassafras Creek 

3703-1 NRE Tas 445818.4 5401734.4 

 

Groundwater level is measured at groundwater monitoring bores located in the Mersey River 
catchment (Table 4; Figure 1). There are groundwater monitoring bores in catchments adjacent to 
the Plan area. Where relevant, the data from those bores will be taken into consideration in the 
management of the groundwater resource in the Mersey catchment. 

Table 4 Groundwater monitoring bores  

Water Resource Groundwater Bore 
Bore 

Number 
Easting Northing 

Mersey River 
Catchment 

Dunorlan Bore at Railway 
Reserve 

41318-1 461087.8 5407366.1 

Chudleigh Bore on 
Wesley Dale property 
south of main dam. 

5501-1 455897.5 5397925.2 
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5. Conveyance of Water 
If water has been previously taken into a dam, it may not be subsequently released and conveyed 
via a watercourse for extraction downstream without approval under a Watercourse Authority. 

A Watercourse Authority under Part 6A of the Act, may be subject to specific conditions to protect 
and secure the water conveyed between the parties involved in the transfer and to manage 
impacts on other users or the environment.  These conditions may include, but are not limited to: 

 consideration of risks related to water quality,  

 risks of flooding on downstream properties,  

 ensuring timing of release and extraction don’t impact natural river flows, 

 requirements for accountability, and 

 accounting for conveyance losses.   

For further details on Watercourse Authorities and the application process refer to the 
Watercourse Authorities section on the NRE Tas website6 

 

  

 
6 https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-licences/watercourse-authorities 
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6. Groundwater access and 
management 

6.1  Current regulation of groundwater 
The regulation of groundwater is provided for under the provisions of the Act (including the permitting 
of wells, licensing of well drillers and rights to take groundwater under Part 5) and the Water 
Management Regulations 2019. For current information refer to the Groundwater Management 
section on the NRE Tas website7. 

6.1.1 Permitting of wells 
Under section 135 of the Act, well works (including installation of bores or excavation of openings 
(trenches or holes) in the ground below the surface of the earth used for the taking of 
groundwater) are not permitted to be undertaken without a well works permit.  For further 
information see the following web pages: 

 Wells and Bores8 

 Well Works Permits9 

6.1.2 Record keeping of groundwater takes 
Regulations 30(5) to (8) of the Water Management Regulations 201910 require those that take 
groundwater to keep a record of wells and water takes and report groundwater information if 
requested.  See further information below in section 5.1.2. 

  

 
7 Groundwater management 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/groundwater/groundwater-management 
8 Wells and Bores 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/groundwater/wells-and-bores 
9 Well Works Permits 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/groundwater/well-works-permits 
10 Water Management Regulations 2019 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-037 
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6.1.3 Restriction of groundwater takes 
Currently there are no specific catchment-wide restriction protocols that apply to the taking of 
groundwater in the Plan area. However, under Division 3 of Part 6 of the Act, groundwater access 
can be restricted under a restriction notice if extraction is having a serious or material impact on 
the environment or other water users. 

6.1.4 Sassafras Wesley Vale Groundwater Area 
Small parts of the north-east of the Mersey catchment area are within the Sassafras Wesley Vale 
Groundwater Area where property boundaries overlap between the two catchment areas (Figure 
1). For more information on the management of the Sassafras Wesley Vale Groundwater Area see 
the Sassafras Wesley Vale Water Management Plan 2012 on the NRE Tas Website11. 

  

 
11 Sassafras Wesley Vale Water Management Plan 2012 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-management-plans/adopted-water-management-plans/sassafras-wesley-
vale-wmp 
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7. Accountability and record keeping 
The Accounting for your Water section on the NRE Tas website12 contains information to support 
you to understand and comply with your legal obligations and be accountable for the water you take 
and use. 

7.1 Record keeping and reporting requirements 
The Water Management Regulations 201913 require the keeping of records of water taken under a 
surface water licence and/or from groundwater. 

7.1.1 Records – licence takes from surface water 
Regulations 30(2) and 30(3) prescribe the requirements for records that must be kept by 
licensees: 

r. 30(2)  A person who is, or has been, the holder of a licence must keep, until the end of the 
period of 5 years after taking water under the licence, records of the quantity of water 
taken under the licence. 

r. 30(3) A person, at the request of an authorised officer, must provide to the authorised officer 
a copy of any records and information that the person is required to keep under 
subregulation 30(2)…” 

 

  

 
12 Accounting for your Water 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-licences/accounting-for-your-water 
13 Water Management Regulations 2019 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2019-037 
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7.1.2 Records – groundwater takes 
Regulations 30(2) to 30(7) prescribe the requirements for record keeping in relation to the taking of 
groundwater. 

r.30(5)  An owner or occupier of land who is, or has been, taking groundwater from the land 
for a purpose, other than a specified purpose, must keep, until the end of the period 
of 5 years after taking groundwater from the land, records of the quantity of 
groundwater taken. 

r.30(6)  An owner or occupier of land who is, or has been, taking groundwater from a well on 
the land for any purpose must keep, until the end of the period of 5 years after taking 
the groundwater from the well, records of – 

(a) the operational status of the well; and 

(b) the purpose for which groundwater is, or has been, taken from the well; and 

(c) the capacity of any equipment used to the take the groundwater from the well; 
and 

(d) the quantity of groundwater taken from the well. 

r.30(7)  An owner or occupier of land referred to in subregulation (5) or (6) , at the request of 
an authorised officer, must provide to the authorised officer a copy of any records 
that the owner or occupier of the land is required to keep under subregulation (5) or 
(6). 

7.2 Water meters 
In the Mersey River catchment metering is required on all allocations endorsed on a water licence 
where water is pumped or diverted from a watercourse. 

In all cases where meters are required, it is the responsibility of the licensee to make sure that 
appropriate meters are purchased and installed.  In Tasmania, the standard for specification, 
installation, validation and maintenance of non-urban water meters is the Tasmanian Standard for 
Non-Urban Water Meters14. 

For further details see the Water Meters section on the NRE Tas website15. 

  

 
14 Tasmanian Standard for Non-Urban Water Meters 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Tasmanian%20Standard%20for%20Non-Urban%20Water%20Meters.pdf 
15 Water Meters 
https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-licences/water-meters 
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8. Criteria for review of this document 
The principles and criteria for the review of this Mersey River Catchment Water Management 
Protocols document are set out below.  

8.1 Principles for review of this document 
a) The criteria for review set out in 8.2 have been met and a review is warranted.  

b) Changes to the water management arrangements (that are documented in the Water 
Management Protocols) will be informed by evidence and engagement with those affected 
by the change (as required). 

c) Changes will only be made if they are able to be approved in accordance with the heads of 
power provided by the Water Management Act 1999 (the Act) and rules in the Mersey River 
Catchment Water Management Plan 2024. 

d) Changes to water management plan rules and provisions documented in water 
management plans can only be made through statutory processes under Part 4 of the Act16. 

e) Changes to any elements within an existing Protocol must be approved by NRE Tas before 
they take effect.  

8.2. Criteria and timeframes for review 
Review of administrative arrangements documented in this Water Management Protocols 
document will be conducted in accordance with the criteria set out below, depending on its 
urgency. To trigger a review only one of the criteria needs to be met. Matters detailed in sections 
8.2.3 will not trigger a review.  

Changes to operational arrangements will be avoided during high use periods between 1 
September and 30 April unless the criteria for immediate review are met.  

 
16 Section 34 of the Water Management Act 1999  

(1) After adoption by the Minister of a water management plan, the Secretary must review the plan, in 
accordance with the requirements specified in the plan, if any, or a direction 
under subsection (1A) or where it is necessary to do so to ensure the consistency of the plan with 
any relevant State policy. 

(2) (1A) The Minister may direct the Secretary to review a water management plan if satisfied that it is 
necessary or desirable to do so owing to environmental, economic or other reasons relating to the 
water resource to which the water management plan relates. 
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8.2.1 Criteria for annual review (between 1 May and before the 31 August) 

i. A change to administrative or operational arrangements is identified that is demonstrated (by 
evidence) to have mutual17 and significant18 public value. 

ii. There is a change to legislation or policy (including State Policy) that means that operational 
arrangements in the Water Management Protocols must be amended to be consistent with 
the changes.  

iii. There is administrative change, of organisations/businesses or key people and contacts who 
have responsibilities and obligations defined by the Water Management Protocols.  

iv. There is a change of operational agreements or other contractual arrangements that can be 
made outside the powers of the Act (or related Water Management Plan) that are relevant to 
managing water effectively and need to be updated in the Protocols.  

8.2.2 Criteria for immediate review (shorter than annual review period) 

i. There is a declared water supply emergency and/or the Extreme Dry Season Policy applies 
and requires a change to the procedures documented in the Protocols. 

ii. There is an un-natural ceasing to flow resulting in loss of essential water access and/or 
serious or material environmental harm.  

iii. Significant and serious water quality impacts related to management arrangements. 

iv. The Minister and/or Secretary may direct a review of any management arrangements that 
are documented by this Water Management Protocols document if they are satisfied that it is 
necessary or desirable to do so owing to environmental, economic or other reasons.  

8.2.3 The following are NOT reasons for review of management arrangements 

i. Any reduction or less reliable water allocation, under a water licence, or Part 5 Right arising 
from reductions to the consumptive pool as a result of:  

 Normal seasonal changes, variations or extremes in climate (that do not trigger Extreme 
Dry Season Policy criteria); and  

 Periodic natural events such as bushfires and drought. 

ii. Changes to Government policy that have not been formally implemented through approved 
administrative policies under the Act or other approved management or assistance 
programs. 

 

 

 
17 Mutual means the change will have only positive impacts in relation to Economic, Environmental, and 
other Objectives of the Act (and WMPs where relevant) – change does not require a trade-off benefiting 
one objective at the cost of another.  That the changes are supported by consensus from those impacted 
by the change. 
18   Significant means that the evidence demonstrates with high certainty that changes will have a clear 
(not marginal or uncertain) positive impact in relation to achieving WMA (and WMPs where relevant) 
Objectives and the effort required to implement the changes is justified by the benefits. 
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9. Performance and review of the Plan 

9.1 Annual reports and Plan review  
NRE Tas will publish an annual report on the hydrological conditions, restrictions and access to 
water within the Mersey River Catchment Water Management Plan area. The reports can be found 
at https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-data/annual-river-reports. 

At the next Plan review (scheduled for 10 years after the date the Plan is adopted) these annual 
reports, in addition to specific and more comprehensive resource and risk assessments, will 
support evaluation of the effectiveness and relevance of the Plan in supporting the Plan’s 
outcomes and objectives.   

9.2 Groundwater management and evaluation 
As at the time of this Plan’s adoption the risk to groundwater resources from extraction was 
considered to be low and the existing levels of management that apply to groundwater use is 
considered to be adequate to manage the current risks.  

Notwithstanding the low risk, it has been recognised that groundwater use information is a key 
knowledge gap and that, in addition, any significant increases in the amount or patterns, of current 
groundwater use could change the risk profile over the life of the Plan.  

A process to evaluate and review of groundwater risk will be developed in consultation with water 
users in the Plan area in accordance with the Tasmanian Groundwater Risk Assessment and 
Management Framework. 
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Appendix 1 Opportunistic Take 
permission document  

 
 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

Water Management Act 1999 

PERMISSION TO TAKE WATER UNDER SECTION 90(1)(b) 
 

Class of Person 

All holders of a current Water Licence with an allocation within the Mersey River Catchment Water 
Management Plan area: 

Water Resource 

Mersey River and tributaries downstream of Parangana Dam 

Particulars of way in which water may be taken 

Under this authorisation: 

When and whilst the streamflow, at the NRE Tasmania streamflow gauge located at the Mersey River at 
Shale Road (447-1) is greater than or equal to 15,000 ML/day, water may be taken from the Mersey River 
and its tributaries downstream of Parangana Dam. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of section 90(2) of the Water Management Act 1999, persons authorised 
under this permission are hereby permitted to take water, as specified above, subject to: 

1. The receipt of notification by an authorised officer that water can be taken. 

2. Maintaining records that demonstrate when water is taken, and the quantity of water taken under this 
authorisation. When directed by the Minister, the licence holder must provide the Minister with the records 
in the manner specified by the Minister. 

3. This authorisation shall remain in place until the receipt of notification that it is revoked. 

Signed:  

 

Dated: 21 August 2024 

Catherine Murdoch  
GENERAL MANAGER 
AGRICULTURE AND WATER 



 

 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
Agriculture and Water  

Phone: 
(03) 6165 3221 

Email: 
Water.Enquires@nre.tas.gov.au 

www.nre.tas.gov.au/water 

 

 


