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On Wednesday 29th March 2023, I attended the GAP Facility, 1164 Midland Highway, 
Mangalore, to discuss concerns raised by GAP  regarding signatures
on GAP Transfer Forms.  I was accompanied on the day by Steward Emily Dunbabin. 

produced three documents relating to the transfer of ownership for three dogs to 
GAP.  These dogs were kept by licenced trainer Susan Gittus while waiting for a place with 
GAP to become available. These documents related to greyhounds Lyrical Master 

, Pair’s Six (Dog Squad Syndicate, Manager  and Family Spark 
and were delivered to GAP by Ms Gittus on behalf of the owners at the time she was

delivering the dogs. 

 was concerned the signatures on the GAP Transfer of Ownership forms did not 
appear to match those recorded on the Ozchase database for ,  and 

After hearing the concerns raised by , I contacted each owner regarding the forms 
which were provided to GAP by Mrs Susan Gittus. 

• confirmed she signed the form and returned it to Mrs Gittus at a race
meeting, though she could not recall the date this occurred.

•  confirmed he signed several forms when the dog Pair’s Six retired,
one of which was for the greyhound to be transferred to GAP.

• said he did not sign a physical GAP form as he had sent GAP the ORI
Transfer form on which he had noted GAP as the new owner.  When a place at GAP
became available for Family Spark, Mrs Gittus sent him the GAP form to via
Messenger for him to sign and return so it was available when she delivered the dog to
GAP.  provided a copy of the communication between himself and Mrs Gittus
which shows him returning the signed GAP form to Mrs Gittus via Messenger.

In addition to the GAP Transfer of Ownership form, each owner provided the Office of Racing 
Integrity with required documentation regarding wind-down and retirement of each greyhound 
as outlined below. 

Lyrical Master 
26-04-2022 Advised ORI the dog had been transferred to Mrs Gittus (Greyt Life Pet Prep)
06-06-2022 Wind down notice submitted to ORI
11-01-2023 Notice submitted to ORI advising the dog had been retired to GAP
*Note – GAP transfer of Ownership form signed 11-01-2023

Pair’s Six 
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29-06-2022 Wind down notice submitted to ORI
25-01-2023 Notice submitted to ORI advising the dog had been retired to GAP
*Note – GAP transfer of Ownership form signed 24-01-2023

Family Spark 
05-08-2022 Wind down notice submitted to ORI
07-03-2023 ORI advised the dog was on the GAP waitlist
14-03-2023 Notice submitted to ORI advising the dog had been retired to GAP
*Note – GAP transfer of Ownership form signed 12-03-2023

In the email from  to Justin Helmich dated 25th January 2023 regarding Lyrical 
Master,  noted the dog had been in the care of Ms Gittus (Greyt Life Pet Prep) 
since 26-04-2022 and arrived at GAP on the 11-03-2023.  This is consistent with notifications 
received by the Office of Racing Integrity. 

In the email from  to Justin Helmich dated 28th March 2023 regarding Pair’s Six, 
stated Ms Gittus advised her at the time of delivering the dog to GAP on behalf of 

the ownership group Dog Squad Syndicate (Manager  that the dog had 
been in her care for several months, though there was no record of this in Ozchase. 

 confirmed Pair’s Six was sent to Ms Gittus whilst on the waitlist for GAP around 
two months after the dog last raced (19-04-2022).  This is consistent with the time ORI 
received a wind down notice for the dog. 

After viewing the signatures on the GAP forms to those on Ozchase for each participant, 
receiving confirmation from all three that they did sign the GAP Transfer of Ownership forms 
and reviewing the timeline of notifications received by ORI for each greyhound, I have no 
concerns regarding the GAP forms submitted by Mrs Susan Gittus for Lyrical Master, Pair’s Six 
or Family Spark. 

Following the investigation into the above, Ms Gittus was reminded as a licensed person she 
has an obligation to ensure records are updated with ORI for dogs on her property, including 
those in the wind down period or retired.  

Tracy Canham 
Stipendiary Steward 
Office of Racing Integrity 
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