
NRE RTI 008/2025-26 

Investigation and outcomes of animal cruelty reports received by the Parks and 

Wildlife Service (PWS)

Attack on a little penguin (also known as a fairy penguin) in January 2023  

This incident was referred to the Tasmanian Police. 

Incident involving a wallaby being placed in a campfire 

An incident of this nature at the Black River Campground in the Peggs Beach Conservation Area 
was reported in June 2024.  Evidence including witness statements were gathered by PWS staff 
and the matter was referred to the DPP.  PWS officers have continued to assist the DPP in relation 
to this matter, including in April 2025 and June 2025. The matter remains under review by the DPP. 

Other incidents of reported animal cruelty in Tasmania from the period of 1 January 2024 to 30 
June 2025 

In April 2024, a witness contacted PWS to report that a dog was witnessed at Coles Beach killing 
a wallaby, and that the individual in control of that dog collected the carcase and placed it in his 
vehicle.   

The matter was referred to Investigations and Enforcement Services in the Environment Division 
of NRE Tasmania.  An email was sent to the reporting person to determine if they wished to 
provide a formal witness statement in the matter, to which there was no response. The 
investigation remains on foot, subject to further evidence being obtained from witnesses. 

The matter was also referred to the Devonport City Council, as the authority responsible for the 
area where the incident allegedly took place.   
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