
Hon Felix Ellis  MP     myDAS No: D23-47533 
Minister for Racing 

QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

TRANSPORT INCIDENT WEST TAMAR – DEATH OF 
HORSES (HARNESS) 

(Date: 14 February 2023) 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government is a strong supporter of the Tasmanian racing

industry which makes a vital contribution to our economy and

employment, particularly in regional Tasmania.

• We also recognise the extraordinary care and diligence with

which participants undertake their work in the industry, and how

close-knit the racing community is.

• The transport accident at Rowella resulting in injuries to five

young industry participants and the death of four horses is nothing

short of tragic.

• The Government wishes all involved a speedy recovery, and trusts

Tasmania Police to undertake a full and thorough investigation.

Key points 

• We know that in the early hours of 30 January 2023, a ute towing

a horse float crashed at Rowella, on the return journey from a

Harness race meet.
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• All five people in the car were treated for injuries at Launceston

General Hospital.

• All four horses in the float died – two immediately and two being

euthanised at the scene.

• Being a road incident, Tasmania Police are the investigating agency

and it would be inappropriate for me to make comment.

Cleared by: Justin Helmich 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Ph 

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 

2

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



Hon Felis Ellis MP        myDAS No: D23-123848 
Minister for Racing 

QUESTION TIME BRIEF 

HARNESS - TRANSPORT INCIDENT WEST TAMAR – 
DEATH OF HORSES  

(Date: 1 May 2023) 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The Government recognises the extraordinary care and diligence

with which participants undertake their work in the industry, and

how close-knit the racing community is.

• The transport accident at Rowella resulting in injuries to five

young industry participants and the death of four horses is nothing

short of tragic.

• The Government wishes all involved a speedy recovery, and trusts

Tasmania Police to undertake a full and thorough investigation.

• As it is currently the subject of an active investigation, it is

inappropriate for me to comment on the matter further.

Key points 

THE INCIDENT 

• We know that in the early hours of 30 January 2023, a ute towing

a horse float crashed at Rowella, on the return journey from a

Harness race meet.
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• All five people in the car were treated for injuries at Launceston

General Hospital.

• All four horses in the float died – two immediately and two being

euthanised at the scene.

• I am advised that Tasmania Police are responsible for investigating

the road safety aspect of the crash and that Worksafe is the relevant

regulator in relation to the workplace aspect of this incident.

SAFETY OF PARTICIPANTS 

• I would note that workplace safety is the portfolio responsibility of

the Attorney-General.

• That aside, and without going to the specifics of this incident, and

in general terms, if you are a Person Conducting a Business or

Undertaking, you must manage the risks to the health and safety of

your workers, including risks associated with fatigue in the

workplace.

• Workers also have a responsibility to take reasonable care for their

own safety and health, and make sure they don’t adversely affect

the health or safety of others.

• Industry and participants, therefore, have an important role to play

in ensuring workplace safety.

Cleared by: Deidre Wilson 
Deputy Secretary 
NRE Tas 
Ph 
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