ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: B o com.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 8 April 2025 3:00 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: 00S returns - March 2025

Attachments: Wildlife Interactions Log 2025.x|sx;
Hi Alexa,

Please find attached the_ wildlife returns for March 2025.

0O0S

Thanks,

JBS Ethic;
AU 1-800
NZ 0800-0
jbset
J BS 961 Esperance Coast Road, Dover,
TAS 7117

huonaqua.com.au

The information contained in this communication is intended only thW)r entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemin&§io! otheFuse of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibi u e received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the

information from your system immediately.

Please note that email messages may contain computer virdSgs or other defects, or may be intercepted, deleted, or interfered without the
knowledge of the sender or the intended recipient. JBS Australi@ and its constituent companies do not accept responsibility for loss or damages
arising from use of this email or attachments and we re’nmend that you subject these to your own virus checking procedures prior to use.
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Date Region (MFDP area] Lease | Pen number | Pen type Species Taxon | Number| Reported to Whale Hotline by | Reported to (NRE Tas staff name) | Suspected cause of death Description (incl. circ

22/03/2025] D'Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon River 221 RB13 Fortress |Dolphin Dolphin 1 [Alexa Wolfs Entanglement Hole in the predator net
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: B o com.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 21 May 2025 2:41 PM
To: Wolfs, Alexa

Cc: Huon ; Thalmann, Sam
Subject: Deceased dolphin at SB201

Hi Alexa,

Huon retrieved a dolphin carcass this morning, it appears to have died due to interaction with o
infrastructure at SB201.

.3m long
or freezing.

It was retrieved this morning and appears to have been deceased for several days. It is
and ~80 kg. After discussing with Sam via the hotline, we have transported it to Gunpo

Thanks,

- ’

(JBs)

961 Esperance Coast Road, Dove,
TAS 7117
huonaqua.com.au

The information contained in this communication is intendgé for person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential

and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, di or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibiged. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the
information from your system immediately.

Please note that email messages may contain computer viruses or other defects, or may be intercepted, deleted, or interfered without the

knowledge of the sender or the intended regipient. JBS Australia and its constituent companies do not accept responsibility for loss or damages
arising from use of this email or attach S wegrecommend that you subject these to your own virus checking procedures prior to use.
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Thalmann, Sam
Sent: Friday, 23 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: Deceased dolphin report_

21/05/2025, 1200 hrs
Pen Bay 2, Storm Bay lease
reporting dead dolphin
Aquaculture interaction death. Caught in predator net and drowned.
Dolphinis ~ 1.2 to 1.5 meters and weighing approx. 80 kg.
- suggests a couple of days deceased and reports some skin coming of.
ST requested that MCP will take the dolphin for investigation...after investigating the opport Qto
transport dolphin- replied that they are too busy and cannot transport to 5MB. ST ad at dolphin should
be frozen then for later delivery.

Sam /
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Wolfs, Alexa

Sent: Friday, 23 May 2025 12:01 PM
To: Thalmann, Sam; Michael, Sarah
Subject: FW: SB110 dolphin

FYI

From:_@huonaqua.com.au>

Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 11:56 AM

To: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>

Cc:_@huonaqua.com.au>; Huon Compliance <comp|iance@huonaqua.co >
Subject: SB110 dolphin

Hi Alexa,
As discussed this morning, a deceased dolphin was discovered late yestergay. Itﬂ)pears to have died due to

interaction with our infrastructure at SB110 and was removed and frozegflaspnight. It appears to be a recent
death with the animal around 2m long and possibly 100kg.

I’ve discussed the importance of retaining carcasses for nG#ifica#fon and discussion before disposal or
freezing.

\/

JBS Ethics Line:
AU 1-800-763-983

NZ 0800-002-341
jbsethicsline.jbssa.com
J 961 Esperance Coast Road, Dover,
TAS 7117
huonaqua.com.au

The information contained in this communication is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the
information from your system immediately.

Please note that email messages may contain computer viruses or other defects, or may be intercepted, deleted, or interfered without the
knowledge of the sender or the intended recipient. JBS Australia and its constituent companies do not accept responsibility for loss or damages
arising from use of this email or attachments and we recommend that you subject these to your own virus checking procedures prior to use.



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Wolfs, Alexa
Sent: Wednesday, 4 June 2025 3:15 PM
To: Carlyon, Kris
Subject: Huon visit 05/06
00S

I'll also be picking up two frozen dolphin carcasses and taking them to 5MB.
Cheers,

Alexa

Alexa Wolfs | Wildlife Program Officer

Marine Conservation Program | Natural Values Science and Services
Environment, Heritage and Land

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania

Level 5, 134 Macquarie Street, Hobart 7000 TAS /
ncp M: |l | whale Hotline: 0427 WHALES (0424942 537)

MARINE E: alexa.wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au
CONSERVATION
PROGRAM W: www.nre.tas.gov.au

In recognition of the deep history and cu/ture of this

island, | acknowledge and pay m respr.cts to all
Tasmanian A ginal peopl~: the pa-. and present
custodians o the Land.
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Wolfs, Alexa
Sent: Thursday, 26 June 2025 4:32 PM

To: Michael, Sarah; Carlyon, Kris

No worries, I'll pass that on (but | wouldn’t expect a fast reply).

From: Michael, Sarah <Sarah.Michael@nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2025 4:24 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>; Carlyon, Kris <Kris.Carlyon@nre.tas.gov.au>
Subject: RE:

Some questions below, | think Kris had others too?

e Gauge/thickness of ropes on the predator net - to correlate with impressions s€en at necropsy
e How often to they check that area and what is maximum amount gptime i‘:ould have been there
before they noticed

From: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au> %

Sent: Thursday, 26 June 2025 3:28 PM
To: Michael, Sarah <Sarah.Michael@nre.tas.gov.au>
Subject: RE:

| don’t think they’re sending any more info. What W,iS"
- Entangled at bottom of predator net ( pen, rather than on the sides)
- Entangled with beak in netting
- Found through ROV footage on 24/06
- No holes in the netting found /

Wo find out?

From: Michael, Sarah <SaralazMichael@nre.tas.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, Ju 6, 2025 3:23 PM

To: Wolfs, Alex olfs@nre.tas.gov.au>
Subject: RE:

Was there anything else you w

Any update§ion history for the dolphin?

10



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: B o com.au>

Sent: Friday, 27 June 2025 3:00 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: Wildlife returns - May 25
Attachments: Wildlife Interactions Log 2025.xIsx
Hi Alexa,

Please find attached the Wildlife returns for May 2025.

0O0S

Thanks,

JBS Ethic;
AU 1-800
NZ 0800-0
jbset
J BS | 961 Esperance Coast Road, Dover,
TAS 7117

huonaqua.com.au

The information contained in this communication is intended only thW)r entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential

and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemin&§io! otheFuse of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. u e received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the
information from your system immediately.

Please note that email messages may contain computer virdSgs or other defects, or may be intercepted, deleted, or interfered without the
knowledge of the sender or the intended recipient. JBS Australi@ and its constituent companies do not accept responsibility for loss or damages
arising from use of this email or attachments and we re’nmend that you subject these to your own virus checking procedures prior to use.
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Date

22/03/2025

21/05/2025
22/05/2025

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Region (MFDP area) Lease | Pen number | Pen type Species Taxon | Number| Reported to Whale Hotline by | Reported to (NRE Tas staff name) | Suspected cause of death Description (incl. circumstances in which animal was found and infrastructure/operations involved in the interaction)

D'Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon River Fortress |Dolphin Entanglement Hole in the predator net

Storm Bay Fortress |Dolphin
Storm Bay Fortress |Dolphin
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Michael, Sarah

Sent: Tuesday, 1 July 2025 11:20 AM

To: Wolfs, Alexa; Salton, Marcus; Carlyon, Kris; Thalmann, Sam; Hamilton, Sheryl; Shegog, Yvette
Cc: Whinfield, Jess; Peck, Sarah

Subject: DDEL_SBAY_240625_HUON draft necropsy report

Attachments: DDEL_SBAY_240625_HUON Necropsy report.docx

Sorry it’s taken a while!

Sarah Michael BVSc MVSc MANZCVS(Avian Health) PhD
Veterinary Officer | Wildlife Health and Marine Section

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania
5t Floor, 134 Macquarie St, Hobart, Tasmania 7000 | GPO Box 44 Hobart 7001
E - sarah.michael@nre.tas.gov.au

In recognition of the deep history and culture
of this island, | acknowledge and pay my

respects to all Tasmanian Aboriginal people;

the past and present custodians of the land.

13



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Necropsy Report

ID: DDEL_SBAY_240625_HUON

Date found dead: 24/06/25

Date examined: 25/06/25

Investigators: A Wolfs, M Salton and S Michael

Subadult male common dolphin (Delphinus delphis)
Weight: 98.9kg

Length: 2050mm

Axillary girth: 1038mm

Carcass condition: mild to moderate decomposition

History

A dolphinwas found entangled by the beak at the bottom of a predator net underneaghgpen ata Huon
Aquaculture Storm Bay lease and reported to the Whale Hotline. The carcass d through ROV
footage on 24 June 2025. When last inspected? No holes in the netting were fouRe. The carcass was
retrieved the same day, stored outside overnight and collected on 25_June 225 by MCP for necropsy
that afternoon.

Gross necropsy %

The carcass overall appeared reasonably fresh on exte amination, however the head was
significantly macerated with deep cracks, erosions ns and avulsions of skin. This was most
om the underlying soft tissues. Amongst
ound the rostrum, around 5cm from the tip
on the left side where it was associated with
ip’ and exposure of gingival tissue on the apposing
pression extending along the maxillary palate, lining

this were two linear impressions, one circumfe
and another at the base of the rostrum, t gvi
ulceration of skin at the border of the le

teeth ontheright lower jaw, in between th@two impressions were fractured above the gingival margin,
all in the same aspect with the rosta side of the fractures higher than the caudal side.
. The carcass was in good body condition with 14-19mm axillary

Only a limited necrop

blubber depth and no @ post-nuchal depression evident. There was no apparent haemorrhage

or blood clots noted undegding the macerated skin of the mandible. There was no stable foam noted

in the upper respira?ry tract and only a small amount was identified in the left secondary bronchus.

The lungs &ark red cranially to purple caudally and felt heavy on palpation but floated in water.
sm

There w amount of digested small fish material with many bones present in the caudal
0eso us and further in the stomach along with a small amount of fluid. The intestinal tract
co ant fluid but no significant digesta. The central nervous system was not examined.

Gross assessment

The pattern of impressions on the rostrum suggests two points of entanglement, one inside the mouth
and around the upper jaw, at the base of the rostrum; and another circumferentially around the
outside of the rostrum, near the tip. This kind of entanglement underwater would result in inability to
surface to breathe and subsequent drowning.

14



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Samples collected

Formalin-fixed: none
Fresh: none

Archived for MCP: skin in ethanol, skin and blubber, muscle, liver

X T

Whole carcass

15



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: B o com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 July 2025 2:42 PM
To: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: RE: Authority, 30 June 2025
Hi Alexa,

Please see comments below.

Cheers,

JBS Ethics Line:

(J BS) 961 Esperance Coast Road, Dover,

TAS 7117
huonaqua.com.au

The information contained in this communication is intended only for the per: to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination of other u or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If Wee ed this email in error please notify the sender and delete the

information from your system immediately.

Please note that email messages may contain computer viryg
knowledge of the sender or the intended recipient. JBS Al
arising from use of this email or attachments and we recol

From: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gg¥.au>
Sent: Thursday, 3 July 2025 11:38 AM
To: @huomag

Subject: RE: Authority, 30 Ju @

Hi /
Just following u things that were requested previously:

Regarding the dolphin entanglement on 24/06:
o When was the last predator net check prior to the dolphin being found? (maximum length of time
the dolphin could have been in the net) | will provide this info shortly.
o Whatis the thickness of the predator netting? Between 4-6mm

0O0S

Thanks,
Alexa

21



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Alexa Wolfs | Wildlife Program Officer

Marine Conservation Program | Natural Values Science and Services
Environment, Heritage and Land

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania
Level 5, 134 Macquarie Street, Hobart 7000 TAS

M: |l | whale Hotline: 0427 WHALES (0427 942 537)

E: alexa.wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au

W: www.nre.tas.gov.au

In recognition of the deep history and culture of this
island, | acknowledge and pay my respects to all
Tasmanian Aboriginal people; the past and present
custodians of the Land.




ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: _@huonaqua.com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 10 July 2025 1:58 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: 00S wildlife returns June 2025

Attachments: Wildlife Interactions Log 2025.x|sx;
Hi Alexa,

Please find attached the following:
e Wildlife returns for June 2025

Thanks, %

PO BOX 42 \

JBS Ethics Line:
AU 1-800-763-983
NZ 0800-002-341

jbsethicsline.jbssa.com
961 Esperance Coast Road, Dover,

TAS 7117
huonaqua.com.au
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Lease | Pen number | Pen type Reported to Whale Hotline by | Reported to (NRE Tas staff name) | Suspected cause of death Description (incl. circumstances in which animal was found and infrastructure/operations involved in the interaction)

22/03/2025 D'Entrecasteaux Channel and Huon River 1 Fortress |Dolphin Dolphin [Alexa Wolfs Entanglement Hole in the predator net

21/05/2025] Storm Bay $B201 Fortress [Dolphin Alexa Wolfs
22/05/2025) Storm Bay $B110 Fortress |Dolphin Alexa Wolfs

Entanglement

Dolphin [Alexa Wolfs Entanglement

24/06/2025] Storm Bay 61 SB107 Fortress |Dolphin

v
IQ~®
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Wolfs, Alexa

Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 1:29 PM
To:

Cc: Hamilton, Sheryl; Huon Compliance
Subject: RE: Dolphin mortality SB107

Hil

need more information to understand this recent spike in interactions and inform pote
options.

Canyou please provide the following information within the next week (by Thursdy 11/09):

- Were any of the dolphin entanglements recorded in Storm Bay in 2025 associated with damage to the
predator net (i.e. holes, tears)? If so, please provide details and the damage was likely pre-
existing to the interaction.

- Does Huon consider that all predator nets involved in the dolphingnortalities were tensioned correctly
and that net deformation was not a contributing factor i ortalities ?

- How frequently are the predator nets in Storm Bay gheckal for damage/appropriate tensioning and

how (divers/ROV)?

- When damage is detected, what is the typicalgimefr for completion of repairs?

- Noting that two additional recent dolphin gfitan nt deaths were recorded at Hideaway Bay
(22/12/24) and Roaring Beach (23/03/25)\i e frequency of predator net checks and repairs on these
leases the same as in Storm Bay?

- Arethere any factors that may have ed to_ events in SB 107 this year, e.g.

positioning of this pen within the lease®

- Please provide details of any recel changes in activity of dolphins and/or baitfish around Storm Bay
leases that may have contributed to the increase in interactions and that have been observed by Huon
staff. N

- Have Huon consid

procedures/infrastru

e additional mitigation measures such as changes to
gffollowing the recent dolphin mortalities?

Thanks, ,

Alexa
Alexa Wolfs | Wildlife Program Officer

Marine Conservation Program | Natural Values Science and Services
Environment, Heritage and Land
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania

Level 5, 134 Macquarie Street, Hobart 7000 TAS
ncp ™M: |l | whale Hotline: 0427 WHALES (0427 942 537)

MARINE E: alexa.wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au
CONSERVATION
PROGRAM W: www.nre.tas.gov.au

25



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: NRE Tas Media

Sent: Friday, 5 September 2025 4:30 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa

Cc: Reid, Kirsty; Mayne, Nicole; Hamilton, Shery!
Subject: Re: For approval asap by 2:00pm -

Thanks Alexa, will pass this on verbally.
Many thanks,
Tahlia

From: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 5 September 2025 4:28 PM

To: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>

Cc: Reid, Kirsty <Kirsty.Reid@nre.tas.gov.au>; Mayne, Nicole <Nicole.Mayne re.ta!gov.au>; Hamilton, Sheryl
<Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>

Subject: RE: For approval asap by 2:00pm - %
Hi Tahlia,

They were short-beaked common dolphins.

Cheers, V
Alexa @

From: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.t

Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 4:24 PM

To: Wolfs, Alexa <AIexa.WoIfs@nre.tas.gov’p; Hamilton, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>
Cc: Reid, Kirsty <Kirsty.Reid@nre.tgs.gov.au>; Mayne, Nicole <Nicole.Mayne@nre.tas.gov.au>
Subject: Re: For approval asap w

Importance: High

Hi team,
/
Sorry rando e,‘ just wanted to check what type of dolphins just so his "images" for the cover
of the storysig appwopriate.
Is this som@&ghing we have on hand? If not, all good.
Thanks,
Tahlia

From: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, 5 September 2025 2:07 PM

To: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>; Hamilton, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>
Cc: Reid, Kirsty <Kirsty.Reid@nre.tas.gov.au>; Mayne, Nicole <Nicole.Mayne@nre.tas.gov.au>

Subject: RE: For approval asap by 2:00pm -

26



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Hi Tahlia,

Please see my edits in red below, I've added some lines to address question 3. Note that this was not a RTI
document, but a Routine Disclosure that is published every 6 months.

Thanks,
Alexa

From: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 1:14 PM

To: Hamilton, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>; Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs
Cc: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>; Reid, Kirsty <Kirsty.Reid@nre.tas.
<Nicole.Mayne@nre.tas.gov.au>

Subject: For approval asap by 2:00pm - /
Importance: High

Hi Sheryl and Alexa,

We have received a media query from about the RTI - "Wildlife

interaction data reported by the salmonid aquacultd:

1. Are all of these dolphins?

7
2. Has NRE Tas reviewed why these seal and cetacean deaths are occurring? If so, when did this
review occur?

3. What measures have b ut in place to prevent further seal and cetacean deaths?

Y4

ENDS \

Kirsty wor oMpolding lines and have just added an extra line to address his first question if
they are Iphins. Can you please fact-check the below by 2pm today and let us know if you
are happyvith this? His deadline is today.

Draft NRE Tas lines

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) regulates wildlife
interactions and the use of seal management options in the marine farming industry in Tasmania.

The Department provides an oversight, permitting and audit role to ensure wildlife management
activities are conducted appropriately.

The Department can confirm that the data-etttinedinthe RHof the-death-of four cetacean
mortalities records between January-June 2025 were all dolphins.

2
27



ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Under the Seal Management Framework, data is reported to NRE Tas’s Wildlife Health and Marine
section monthly and is collated, reviewed and published on the department’s website every six
months.

Aquaculture companies are encouraged to report wildlife deaths quickly to enable to department to
collect suitable carcasses for post-mortem investigations, which can help confirm cause of death
and monitor for disease.

NRE Tas has requested further information from industry to assist in reviewing the circumstances
surrounding the dolphin mortalities. NRE Tas has also reviewed the circumstances surrounding the
seal mortalities and considers these to be unrelated incidents with different causes of death. Please
refer to the cause of death listed in table 5 of the document. NRE Tas continues to work wyith industry
to ensure measures to prevent reoccurrence are considered and implemented.

ENDS

Many thanks, %

Tahlia

Tahlia Higgins 2@

Senior Communications Consultant | Stragegy and Corporate Communications Branch

Strategy and Business Services

V4
Department of Natural @de Environment Tasmania
V4
w- new number)

e.tas.gov.au

E: tahlia.hj

In recognition of the deep history and culture
of this istand, | acknowledge and pay my

respects 2 all Tasmanian Aboriginal people;
the past and present custodians of the land.
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

From: Hamilton, Sheryl

Sent: Monday, 8 September 2025 10:30 AM

To: Crisp, Jo

Cc: Wolfs, Alexa

Subject: RE: FYI - ABC questions - Dolphin deaths salmon farms
Hilo

No, haven’t received any additional information yet. The request (from Alexa) was sent out on 3 $ept with
request for further information by this Thursday 11/09.

Thanks,
Sheryl

From: Crisp, Jo <Jo.Crisp@nre.tas.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 8 September 2025 9:56 AM
To: Hamilton, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>

Subject: RE: FYI - ABC questions - Dolphin deaths salmon farms ‘ %

Hi Sheryl

NRE Tas has requested further information frgrmyindu to assist in reviewing the circumstances
surrounding the dolphin mortalities.

Has information been received?

Thanks

Y4

Jo
From: Hamilton, Sheryl <She nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 8 September 28
To: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Med1@

<Jo.Crisp@nre.tas.g@v.au>
Cc: Reid, Kirsty < st&eid@nre.tas.gov.aw
Subject: RE: FY¥- ABC qu@stions - Dolphin deaths salmon farms

Hi Elanor

@nre.tas.gov.au>; Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>; Crisp, Jo

Alexa and | have both reviewed the response below and it is fine with us.
I’'ve cc’d Jo in and removed Cym (who has moved to a new role as of today).

Thanks
Sheryl

From: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 8 September 2025 9:40 AM

To: Wolfs, Alexa <Alexa.Wolfs@nre.tas.gov.au>; Hamilton, Sheryl <Sheryl.Hamilton@nre.tas.gov.au>; Cymbaline,
Cym <Cym.Cymbaline@nre.tas.gov.au>
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ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009

Cc: Reid, Kirsty <Kirsty.Reid@nre.tas.gov.au>; NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>
Subject: FYI - ABC questions - Dolphin deaths salmon farms

Hi Alexa, Cym and Sheryl,

We have had the ABC ask about the dolphin deaths at the salmon farms following the Tas Inquirer
story: https://tasmanianinquirer.com.au/news/huon-aquaculture-reported-four-dolphin-deaths-at-
salmon-farms-in-the-first-half-of-2025-tasmanian-government-data-reveals/

| just propose we provide the below response we issued to ||ij on Friday. | have just
removed a couple of sentences at the end as | didn’t think they were relevant to the ABC’s
questions, and also added in the species of dolphin (highlighted below).

Given this is the already approved response just sending as an FYI only, but pleas@ asap if
any issues.

Questions:
In addition the species information, are you able to provide responses to thgfollGwing:
1: How does this latest data compare to previous years / reporting period;? IS*the department

concerned about any trends?
2: How does the Department ensure the reliability of this data?
3: How is the Department responding to the reports of these% aths?

NRE Tas response: Y\
The Department of Natural Resources and Enviro smania (NRE Tas) regulates wildlife
interactions and the use of seal management optionSNnghe marine farming industry in Tasmania.

The Department provides an oversight, pesfnitiihg adhd audit role to ensure wildlife management
activities are conducted appropriately.

The four cetacean mortalities recorded b&gween January-June 2025 were all short-beaked
common dolphins. V4

Under the Seal Managemeg

Marine section monthly &
every six months.

Wwork, data is reported to NRE Tas’s Wildlife Health and
ated, reviewed and published on the department’s website

to collect suitglle cagcasses for post-mortem investigations, which can help confirm cause of

Aquaculture co nie{are encouraged to report wildlife deaths promptly to enable to department
death and 'omQ for disease.

ment of wildlife interactions with aquaculture activities is complex and, like land-
based farmifig, is an ongoing challenge for marine farm operators. As part of its management
framework, the department continues to work with industry on improved measures that allow for
new knowledge, data and farming practices.

NRE Tas has requested further information from industry to assist in reviewing the circumstances
surrounding the dolphin mortalities.

ENDS

Thanks,
El
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Elanor Watt | Senior Communications Consultant
Strategic Communications Branch
J- Strategy and Business Services
Department of Natural Resources and Environment

e~ Tasmania
Tasmanian 165 Westbury Rd, Prospect, TAS 7250

Government E: _elanor.wattnre.tas.ov.au
M.

W: nre.tas.gov.au

pay my respects to all Tasmanian Aboriginal people; the past and present custodians of the lana.

Sent: Monday, 8 September 2025 9:21 AM

To: NRE Tas Media <NRETas.Media@nre.tas.gov.au>

Subject: Re: Dolphin deaths salmon farms
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Extracts from Wildlife Interaction Tracker

Date Company Zone Lease Pen Species Broad taxa Number
Roarin

23/03/2025 Huon Channel g 13 Dolphinsp. cetacean 1
Beach
Storm Bay common

21/05/2025 Huon Storm Bay SB201 X cetacean 1
2 dolphin

NOT
Aquaculture

MCP staff Report details Recorded COD aquaculture

attributable )
ibutable
dead dolphin seen on ROV footage
entangled in predator net at around 22m
depth. No divers available on the day, so
divers attempted retrieval the following day
but the carcass was gone. First reported as
possibly a seal or a dolphin, but staff who
watched footage said they thought it was a
dolphin (monthly report confirms dolphin). ~ Entanglement
Atter further questioning, [ said it was ,
stuck with its head in a hole in the predator
net and the carcass was likely removed laf€r
on by current/waves. ROV footage dogs no
get saved. Follow up email regardj
general increase in dolphin mortaliti nt
to Huon on 03/09/25

phin- replied that they are
and cannot transport to 5MB. ST
dvised that dolphin should be frozen then
fOr later delivery. Frozen carcass collected
by MCP and photos taken. Substantial
freeze damage to carcass, but sloughing of
skinvisible around head, indicating the
carcass was not fresh when found. Follow

entanglement Y

up email regarding general increase in
dolphin mortalities sent to Huon on
03/09/25

Extra

correspondance/r Disposal

eport

N/A

5MB
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common

22/05/2025 Huon Storm Bay Storm Bay SB110 )
dolphin
common

24/06/2025 Huon Storm Bay Storm Bay SB107 )
dolphin

cetacean

cetacean

entangled in predator net at 3-6m depth,
caught with teeth in net. Recent death,
animal around 2m long and possibly 100 kg.
Removed from net in late afternoon and
frozen. Ongoing issue with Huon freezing

wildlife carcasses without NRE Tas

approval, which prevents any valuable
information from being collected during
necropsy, this issue was raised again with

Huon.- discussed with staff the

importance of not freezing carcasses prior
to approval. Frozen carcass collected by
MCP and photos taken, significant freeze

damage to carcass. Follow up email

regarding general increase in dolphin
mortalities sent to Huon on 03/09,

Entangled in predator net a
by divers. Huon were instru

entanglement

Y4

entanglement

Y

Y

5MB

5MB
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