
From: Jacobi, Jason <Jason.Jacobi@nre.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 14 August 2025 9:55 PM 
To: Round, Allison <Allison.Round@nre.tas.gov.au>; Clarke, Mandy <Mandy.Clarke@nre.tas.gov.au>; Murdoch, 
Catherine <Catherine.Murdoch@epa.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Cantwell, Tahlia <Tahlia.Cantwell@nre.tas.gov.au>; Marriner, Kristin <Kristin.Marriner@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: F&Q on Florfenicol  
 
Sorry try this version. 
 
 
 

 

Jason Jacobi | Secretary 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
134 Macquarie Street  HOBART  TAS  7000 
E: jason.jacobi@nre.tas.gov.au 
Ph: 03 6165 3057 
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 

 
 
Please note: I often work irregular hours and if you receive an email from me outside of normal hours please do 
not feel obliged to respond until the start of your next normal workday.  
 
From: Round, Allison <Allison.Round@nre.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 14 August 2025 8:26 PM 
To: Clarke, Mandy <Mandy.Clarke@nre.tas.gov.au>; Murdoch, Catherine <Catherine.Murdoch@epa.tas.gov.au>; 
Jacobi, Jason <Jason.Jacobi@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Cantwell, Tahlia <Tahlia.Cantwell@nre.tas.gov.au>; Marriner, Kristin <Kristin.Marriner@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: F&Q on Florfenicol  

OOS

Duplicate
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Department of  
Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

What we know about Florfenicol 

Fact sheet 

What is Florfenicol? 

Florfenicol is an antibiotic. that is used in the aquaculture industry globally. 

Has Florfenicol been used elsewhere as a treatment option 
in animals and fish? 

Yes, this antibiotic has not been used in Tasmania in these quantities, it is widely 

used in farmed animals and it has it has been widely used in the aquaculture industry 

around the worldpreviously been used in other countries by the aquaculture industry. 

It has been used in Tasmania previously, but not “at scale” for the treatment of large 

numbers of farmed salmon. 

What are the known benefits of using Florfenicol over 
Oxytetracycline which is the current antibiotic being used? 

• Effective doses are significantly lower for florfenicol, meaning lower quantities

of antibiotic can be administered.

• Florfenicol is highly bioavailable, meaning the vast majority of consumed

antibiotic is absorbed by the fish

• Florfenicol is metabolised quickly by the fish, meaning there are low levels of

metabolites excreted into the waterways.

• Florfenicol does not adsorb as strongly to sediments, nor does it persist for as

long in sediments

• Florfenicol displays low toxicity to aquatic organisms

• Despite widespread Florfenicol use in Chile, antibiotic resistance has not

developed in P. salmonis as a result of this use.

What is Florfenicol being used to treat? 

Florfenicol is being used to treat Piscirickettsia salmonis, however this is not a new 

outbreak. 

Does Florfenicol have any impacts on human health? 

Our understanding to date is the antibiotic presents a low risk to humans. however 

The Department of Health are undertaking further assessments. 
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FACT SHEET - What we know about Florfenicol 2 

Is it safe to eat fish caught in the area during a treatment 
period?  

Current advice is that maximum residue limits must be observed before fish are 

consumed. The Department of Health are currently undertaking assessments to 

determine how wild caught fish may be affected and for how long. 

What risks will there be to our waterways from the use of 
Florfenicol?  

The advice and research received from the use of this antibiotic in the aquaculture 

industry globally is that thethere are benefits and that  the risks are low, however the 

context of use is important to better understand how it will respond across different 

fish species, water temperatures and farming systems. The EPA and the DoH intend 

to closely monitor any impacts. 

Will the use of this antibiotic cause algal blooms? 

This is not likely. Algal blooms are multi-factorial and have lots of contributing factors 

such as marine heatwaves, run off etc.  

Will the dosage and impacts of this new antibiotic be 
disclosed?  

This is being provided to EPA and NRE Tas as commercial in confidence, however 

we can advise that dosage mustwill be consistent with the published dose rates of 

this antibiotic use in the aquaculture industry globally. Similarly, witholding timeframes 

must be in accordance with the Maximum Residue Level set for the product. 
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FACT SHEET - What we know about Florfenicol 3 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

Web: www.nre.tas.gov.au
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